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Top photo: Fifteen acres of  brush burned in Windham on April 30th. 
Middle photo: Firefighter Lambert cuts down a large pine tree as fire 
spreads through it’s trunk. Bottom photo: A Salem firefighter, 
Firefighter Morin and Rich work to contain the fire .  

Brush fire continued from page 12 
 
About 15:30 Windham crews were dispatched to the area of Marblehead 
Road for a brush fire. On arrival crews found a large fire burning in the 
Deer Leap Conservation Area on the banks of Moeckel Pond. After a 
quick size up, two acres were found involved, spreading fast and a 
second alarm was struck.  
 
Dispatcher Robertson toned Engine 2 with a crew of Captain Hansen, 
Firefighters Lambert, Rich and Morin, Forestry 2 with a crew of 
Firefighter Cormier and Conlon along with Deputy Carter to the scene at 
16:44. As the flames continued to spread a third alarm was struck three 
minutes later. The area the fire was burning in has a high ledge area with 
many rocky outcrops. This terrain only allowed for access by foot. 
Hudson crews carried in hand tools, hose and a portable pump into the 
fire area.  
 
Hudson and a Londonderry crews found a large area burning and spread 
out to cut a fire line until the pump could be placed in service. Wind 
continually pushed the flames into the deep brush and with limited water 
in the area a 500 foot fire line was dug by hand until water was abtained. 
After about a half hour battle the fire in the area was controlled.  
 
As crews worked to over haul the area many trees were found burning 
with fire in some cases burning 30 to 40 feet off the ground that had to 
cut down adding to the danger of the scene. While crews worked they 
crested a small hill and found another very large area burning. Again 
hand tools were used to cut a fire line as winds pushed the flames. 
Several times the crews thought the had the flames contained but again 
fire would flare up in the same area they had just controlled. Several 
engine companies were staged in a nearby neighborhood incase the 
flames continued toward a row of houses bordering the wooded area. 
Over 500 feet of forestry hose was stretched by crews to get water to 
area to knockdown the flames. A task force of 10 forestry units form the 
Concord area were requested to the scene shortly after 18:00 along with 
the State Forest Service. Engine 2’s crew stretched 600 feet of 21/2” 
hose up the steep hill through the heavy brush for a water relay to the 
fire area.  
 
Crews had the fire contained at 19:00 with extensive overhaul to follow. 
Over three thousand feet of hose was stretched into the woods to contain 
the 15 acres burned. The task force crews were returned before they 
arrived on the scene. Hudson crews returned to town about 21:00. A 
state forestry unit remained at the scene during the night to monitor the 
grounds until fire crews could return this morning. 
 
On May 1st, six towns and Hudson's Explorer Post returned to the scene 
to extinguish pockets of fire and complete overhaul of the area. Crews 
worked an additional six hours to complete an overhaul of the fire 
scene. 
 
Departments that responded to the fire included Windham, Hudson, 
Pelham, Derry, Londonderry, Hampstead, Salem, Litchfield, Plaistow, 
Chester, Auburn, Bedford, Sandown, Merrimack, Atkinson, the NH 
Forest Service, and a seven town task force from the Concord area.   
 
On April 30th, the state had issued a class 5 day with a red flag warning.  
Juviniles ammitted to starting the fire. 
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This dump truck rolled over in October of 1989 on Pheasant Run 

Two alarms were struck for this house fire at 41 Webster Street in 
August of 1995.  

This 2-alarm fire took place on March 9, 1980 at 108 Musquash 
Road. 

Crews removed hazards after this 2 vehicle crash in front of 212 
Lowell Road in October of 1989. 
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