
See Department profile continued from page 8  
 
This brigade has proven to be a big help to the Rindge Fire 
Department in handling minor emergencies and false alarms on the 
college grounds. In 1981, the Rindge Fire Department began 
allowing Franklin Pierce University student brigade members to 
become part-time temporary member of the Rindge Fire Department. 
By becoming members the students received training, learned about 
the Town’s Standard Operating Procedures and overall familiarity 
with the Town of Rindge.  The department in turn received valuable 
weekday manpower to aid in response.  
 
On December 20, 2008 a Hudson crew and Engine 3 responded to 
Rindge to assist the town to recover after a severe ice storm cut 
power, toppled many trees and stretched the department to its limits. 
The crew remained in the are for two days while Rindge members 
worked to bring their town back to normal.    
 
Today the department operates three engine companies, a rescue, a 
tanker and a brush unit. Engine 1 is a 1995 Freightliner/3D with a 
1250 gpm pump and 1000 gallon water tank. Engine 2 is a 1989 
model built by KME on a International chassis with a 1000 gpm front 
mount pump and 500 gallon water tank. Engine 3/Hose 1 is a 1985 
International built by Valley Fire Equipment. This truck Hose Reel 
Truck with a 1000 gpm pump and 3,400 feet of 4 inch hose on a reel. 
 
Tanker 1 was built by Emergency One on a 2003 Freightliner chassis 
with a 500 gpm pump and 2100 gallon water tank. Rescue 1 is a 1995 
Freightliner built by Valley. Rescue 1 carries the departments rescue 
equipment. The last unit operated by the department is Brush 1 which 
is built on a 2000 Ford F-450 four wheel drive model with a  350 
gpm pump and 350 water tank with a built in foam unit. 
 
Today, as the Rindge Fire Department operates with modern 
equipment, highly trained and dedicated emergency responders, and 
very supportive community. Thanks goes out to Rindge Fire Chief 
Rick Donavan and apparatus photographer Eric Fellows for 
assistance with this article.  
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            Department Anniversaries 
             

                       
                          Michelle Rudolph 4/1/1981 
                          Jim Paquette 4/27/1997 
                          Corey Morin 4/1/2008 

Top photo: Tanker 1 was built by Emergency One on a 2003 
Freightliner chassis. Middle photo: Engine 3 is a 1985 International 
Hose Reel Truck. Bottom photo: Brush 1 is built on a 2000 Ford F-450.    
Tanker photo by Eric Fellows, Engine 3 and brush truck photo by the Rindge Fire 
Dept. 



The Explorer Post Visits The Boston Fire 
Department 
 
The Explorer Post traveled to Boston on April 25th, to tour the cities 
Fire Department. The day started at the quarters of Engine 10, Tower 
Ladder 3 and Rescue 1 on Purchase Street in Downtown Boston. 
Also quartered here are the Tunnel Rescue Unit, the Collapse Unit, 
the Dive team Unit, the Chief of the 1st Division, and a spare rescue 
truck. Boston members gave a tour of the apparatus and station to the 
post and set up Tower Ladder 3 running it through its paces for the 
kids.    
 
Fanual Hall was the next stop for lunch and a visit to the Boston Fire 
Department Store for tee shirts and companies patches. The Boston 
Fire Museum was the next stop for a look at the long history of the 
Boston Fire Department. The museum is located at 344 Congress 
Street in the old quarters of Engine 38 and Ladder 18.  
 
Exhibits included a hand-drawn, hand-operated pumper. A hand-
drawn American LaFrance Ladder Truck, circa 1860. A Front Wheel 
Drive (formerly horse-drawn) Amoskeag steam pumper, from 1882. 
Two Gamewell glass-encased fire box receiver repeater system and a 
three-section, marble-mounted fire box circuit boards.  
 
Also in the museum is a display of the Coconut Grove Fire, many 
tools and equipment, other displays and a American LaFrance 
Engine. The museum is the home of the Boston Sparks Club. 
 
The group then travaled to the quarters of Engine 7, Ladder 17 and 
Distric 4 Chief located at 200 Columbus Ave. Members of ladder 17 
gave the explorers an chance to see how a tower ladder operates. 
They set the truck up and took groups of three for a short ride in the 
bucket in front of the fire house. They also toured the fire house and 
equipment quarter there.  
 
From Engine 7 quarters the group walked a short distance to the 
Vendome Fire Memorial located at Dartmouth Street and 
Commonwealth Avenue across the street from the Vendome Hotel. 
The memorial is in memory of Boston Firefighters Thomas J. Carroll, 
John E. Hanbury Jr., Thomas W. Beckwith, Joseph E. Boucher Jr., 
Charles E. Dolan, John E. Jameson, Richard B. Magee, Paul J. 
Murphy, and Joseph P. Saniuk who died in the line of duty on June 
17, 1972 when a section of the Vendome Hotel building collasped 
during overhaul of a multiple alarm fire.  
 
The last stop of the day was at the Cambridge Mass Fire 
Headquarters. Stationed here are Engine 1, Ladder 1, Rescue 1, 
Tactical Rescue 1, Haz Mat 1 and the Dive rescue unit. Explorers 
recieved a overview of the departments operations and equipment    
and toured the appartus. Tee shirts and patches were obtained and the 
group headed for home. 

Hudson Heat April 2009                                                                                                                                         Page 10 

Top photo: Explorers view the apparatus at the Boston Engine 
10/Tower Ladder 3. Middle photo: Members tour the Boston Fire 
Museum.  Bottom photo: Explorers enjoy a short ride in Boston Tower 
Ladder 17.  



Firefighter Dean Sulin in the black helmet works to knockdown an area 
of  burning brush during one of two large brush fires Hudson assisted in 
knocking down in Londonderry on April 27th. Photo by Jarrod Thompson 
Eagle Tribune Newspaper 
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Crews Respond To Londonderry And 
Pelham Brush Fires 
 
Two separate brush fires in Londonderry on April 27th, kept several 
area towns busy. Litchfield crews were first called out by Federal 
Hill Fire Tower to check smoke in their town shortly after noon. 
Londonderry was sent to check areas near the Litchfield town line 
and found the first of the two fires. Dispatcher Glenn toned Engine 2 
with a crew of Captain Morin and Firefighters Lambert and Sulin to 
cover Londonderry Station 2 at 13:03. 
 
Before Engine 2 arrived at the Londonderry station they were re-
directed to the scene of the fire. The fire was located in the 900-acre 
Musquash Conservation Area at the end of Hickory Hill Road. 
Engine 2’s crew walked  into the fire area and used hand pumps and 
tools to assist overhauling the fire area which covered about one 
acre. While crews worked the fire a resident reported a second large 
fire further into the woods. A Londonderry Officer went to the area 
and reported a large fire in progress and the Hudson crew was 
detailed to the second fire. After a size up a second alarm brush 
assignment was requested to the scene. At 14:07 Forestry 2 with a 
crew of Firefighters Sullivan and Crane along with Deputy Carter 
were toned to the scene. 
 
Hudson, Derry and Auburn crews carried a portable pump, hose and 
hand tools a considerable distance in to the woods to reach the fire. 
Do to the size of the fire and difficult access a third alarm brush fire 
assignment was requested. Using hand tools and water from small 
ponds and multiple hand crews the fire was contained about 2 hours 
later. Roads had to cut into the scene with chain saws to get brush 
trucks to the area to supply water. Muddy roads also hindered crews 
when several vehicles got stuck in deep mud. After several hours of 
overhaul crews returned to town at about 20:30. Hudson Lieutenant 
Tim Kearns responded to the scene with the State Forest Service to 
assist crews. Towns that assisted Londonderry at the scene included 
Hudson, Pelham, Windham, Derry, Chester, Auburn, Merrimack, 
Litchfield and a State Forest Ranger and brush truck. 
 
 

A second large fire on April 28th, in Pelham also required several 
towns to contain the blaze. Pelham crews responded to the area of 253 
Mammoth Road in Pelham shortly after 14:00. On their arrival they 
found two separate fires that were spreding fast and requested 
assistance.  
 
Dispatcher Glenn toned Forestry 4 with a crew of Lieutenant Paquette 
and Firefighter Weeks along with Deputy Carter to the scene at 14:36. 
With the fire weather Class 5 with a red flag warning the two areas of 
fire continued to spread fast requiring more assistance to control. At 
14:42 Tanker 5 with a crew of Firefighter Conlon was toned to the 
scene for a water supply. Crews from Pelham, Hudson, Windham, 
Salem, Derry and Dracut Mass worked for two hours to control the 
fire. Hudson crews returned to town shortly after 17:00.   

RUWA Visits Central Station 
Submitted by Captain Steve Gannon 
 
A local group called RUWA visited Central Fire Station on the 25th of 
April.  RUWA is a Christian youth dance group. They were made up 
of mostly teenagers who were going to represent New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts in Washington DC. The group were going to the capitol 
to perform and pray for our nation's leadership. As part of their 
community service, they came to our station to show their appreciation 
to the Fire Department. Their leader was Lynn Cross, of Hudson, 
who's father was a retired fire fighter from Natick.   
 
The Group came in and performed a nice dance number on the 
apparatus floor and followed up by praying for the safety and 
protection of the fire fighters. Following that, they were given a tour of 
the apparatus and equipment. The group presented us with a nice cake, 
including a chocolate fire helmet with the appropriate helmet markings 
which certainly took a lot of time and care to make.   
 
We thank them for taking the time to come in and visit with us and for 
showing their support of the fire fighters. We wish them the very best 
on their trip to Washington. 

RUWA a Christian Youth Dance Group performed for Group 4 on April 
25th, at Central Station. Photo by Dan Skafas 



Helen Chenye received the Hudson Grange #11 Community Recognition 
Award on April 28th. 
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Helen Cheyne Awarded Hudson Grange 
#11 Community Recognition Award 
 
Helen Cheyne received the Hudson Grange #11 Community 
Recognition Award on April 28th. The award ceremony was held at 
the Recreation Building with members Helen’s family and 
department members on hand.  
 
Helen was presented the award for her dedicated work with the Fire 
Prevention Division, tracking venders and looking to find new ways 
to make the Fire Department more successful and efficient.  
 
Helen is also a very active member of the department outside of her 
duties. She volunteers at the Hudson Police Department Blood Drive, 
Old Home Days, Cancer Walk Breakfast and several other civic 
areas the department is involved in.   
 
One area that highlights Helen’s willingness to work with the 
community was seen during the December Ice Storm. She assisted 
with staffing the Town shelter during the storm.  
 
Each and every day Helen works hard for the department and the 
residents of the Town of Hudson. She is well deserving of this award 
and we all send our congratulations out to her.      
 

Firefighters Mike Mallen and Al Winsor took Marine 1 on it’s 2009 
maiden voyage on Robinson Pond during training held on April 26th.  

Congratulations!  
 

Congratulations and a job well done goes out to 
Firefighter Kevin Blinn. He recently participated in the NH 
Fire Academy Assessment Center for Lieutenant and he 
scored a 94.73 which is the highest score by any 
candidate in the history of the test. 

Crews Battle 15 Acre Brush Fire In  
Windham  
 
A 1 3/4 acre brush fire in Windham on April 30th, required assistance 
from Hudson and several other area towns. On arrival of Windham 
crews the found a large area of brush burning with limited accsess. 
Once a size up of the fire was completed additional help was 
requested to the scene. 
 
Dispatcher Glenn toned Forestry 2 with a crew of Captain Tice and 
Firefighter Mallen to the Northland Road scene at 13:41. On arrival 
Forestry 2’s crew stretched a line and assisted with hot spots and 
overhaul. They returned to town at 15:35. Crews from Derry, 
Londonderry and Hampstead also assisted at the scene.  
 
Hudson crews again would respond to a large brush in Windham one 
hour after they retured from Northland Road.  
 
See Brush Fire continued on page 13 

Firefighters Cormier and Conlon work to contain this 15 acre brush fire 
in Windham on April 30th. 


