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Firefighter Blinn and Captain Gannon wet down after Hudson crews 
contained one of four brush fires along West Road in Londonderry on 
April 16th.  

Hudson Crews Assist Londonderry At 
Brush Fires 
 
Crews responded to Londonderry on April 16th, to assist that 
department with four brush fires along West Road. Dispatcher Glenn 
toned Engine 1 with a crew of Firefighters Blinn and Bradish, 
Forestry 2 with a crew of Firefighters Cormier and Chamberlain and 
Engine 2 with a crew of Captain Gannon and Firefighters Pike and 
Armand to the scene at 12:41. 
 
While companies were enroute Londonderry Fire advised that the 
fire was in Londonderry and to keep the Hudson units responding. A 
short time later Londonderry reported multiple fires and requested 
responding Hudson crews to take the first fire they come upon.  
 
Engine 1 arrived on the scene and reported they had a fire 30’ by 
100’ and stretched a 13/4 line and began attacking the fire. Forestry 2 
arrived on the scene and stretched a second line and at 13:11 the fire 
was under control. 
 
Engine 1 remained in the area and assisted Londonderry crews 
overhaul other areas that had been burning. A total of four fires were 
found burning along West Road.   

Haverhill Mass Firefighters battled this 2 alarm fire at 74 Temple 
Street on April 16th.   

Manchester firefighters needed a working fire assignment with an 
extra engine and truck to control this fire at 77 Oakland Ave on April 
17th. 

Crews Respond To Skate Boarder 
Accident 
 
A skate boarder suffered a severe head injury after a fall on Greeley 
Street on April 18th. Dispatcher Boucher received several 911 calls 
reporting the incident at 15:21. Toned to the scene were Ambulance 1 
with a crew of Firefighters Crane and Sullivan and Engine 2 with a 
crew of Captain Morin and Firefighters Sulin and Haerinck.  
 
On arrival crews found the injured skate boarder down in the road 
being treated by bystanders. Crews quickly evaluated the condition of 
the patient determining the injuries severity then treated and 
transported to a Nashua Hospital. The patient was later transferred to 
a Burlington Mass Hospital for further treatment. 
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Firefighter Jim Lappin Finds a New 
Place To Call Home 
 
With his lease running out at his old home the rumor was that 
Firefighter Jim Lappin was living on the banks of the Merrimack 
River in Lowell Mass. The truth is he is staying with a very good 
friend in Lowell but as fire house humor will be that story just was 
not good enough. 
 
His very caring and compassionate captain continually busted Jims 
chops about his river bank home so Jim decided to get even. On 
April 18th, Jim moved a card board shack and a few prize 
possessions into the back yard of his caring captain while he was 
away for the day. With the pond for bathing and keeping his beer 
cold, a camp fire for cooking and keeping warm along with the 
captains swimming pool once it’s open Jims life has turned around 
one hundred percent. 
 
 

Top photo: Firefighter Jim Lappins new home on the banks of Hansen 
Pond. Bottom photo: Jims most prized possessions photos of his hero 
captain hung on the shacks walls.  

The photos above are of the 14 alarm fire that took place on April 12th, 
in Alton. The fire took place at the Christian Conference Center in the 
Alton Bay area of the town. Seventy three pieces of equipment from 57 
fire departments and emergency support agencies across the state 
responded to fight the blaze. The wind-driven fire destroyed 45 and 
damaged 12 privately owned seasonal cottages on conference center land. 
Exploding propane tanks and radiating heat and flames 20 feet high by 
150 across challenged firefighters. It took firefighters six hours to control 
the fire and sent a firefighter to the hospital with minor injuries.  
Photos by Dan Skafas 
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Firefighter Greg Rich Joins 
Massachusetts Line-of-Duty Death State 
Response Team 
 
Firefighter Greg Rich has taken on a honorable task to support the 
families and the fire service brotherhood as part of the 
Massachusetts Line-of-Duty Death State Response Team. Greg has 
experienced the anguish of a line of duty death of a family member. 
Greg's uncle Dunstable Massachusetts Deputy Chief Richard C. 
Bacon died in the line of duty on August 5, 1999. 
 
In October of 1999 Greg and his family traveled to Emmitsburg 
Maryland to the National Fire Academy to the National Firefighters 
Memorial Service. During the weekend his uncle and other 
firefighters that had died in the line of duty were honored. He was 
deeply moved and impressed by the service, the caring the families 
received and the honor that was given to the deceased firefighters.   
 
The service made a big impact on Greg's life and since that time 
has dedicated himself to support families like his in time of a line 
of duty death. For several years he has traveled to Emmitsburg to 
volunteer during the Memorial Service Weekend. Last year Greg 
was assigned to work with teenagers that lost a family member. 
During this time he worked with the kids doing numerous activities 
and counseling.  
 
On May 12, 2007 Greg had the honor of being a guest speaker at 
the America's Fire Service Whistle Stop tour for America's Fire 
Heroes Line-of Duty Death Prevention Tour. Greg spoke to the 
attendees about his experiences dealing with a family line of duty 
death and the support and they received through out the ordeal.  
 
While assisting in Emmitsburg Greg met Roger Nadeau the 
coordinator of the Massachusetts Line-of-Duty Death State 
Response Team and the two became friends. Seeing Greg’s 
dedication and willingness to help the families Nadeau asked Greg 
to become a member of the Massachusetts team.  
 
 

Hudson firefighter/Kingston Deputy Marty Conlon in the white helmet on 
the steps prepares to attack this training burn as heavy fire vents from the 
front door. The training burn took place on April 18th, in Kingston. 

Firefighter Greg Rich speaks at the America's Fire Service Whistle 
Stop tour held at Copley Square in Boston on May 12, 2007. 

After an in-depth application process was completed he became a 
member of the group. Much training is needed to serve in this position 
and Greg will travel to the Connecticut State Fire Academy for training 
in August. 
 
The team provides many services to both the families and department of 
the deceased firefighter. Team members can be activated at anytime and 
will be on site within six hours of the request for assistance. The team 
will provide benefits assistance, Honor Guard and ceremonial support, 
chaplin services for department members, a fire service survivor to work 
with the family, behavioral specialist to work with the family and 
department members, and other resources for the family and department. 
 
The team also works in conjunction with the National Fallen Firefighters 
Foundation. The United States Congress created the National Fallen 
Firefighters Foundation to lead a nationwide effort to remember 
America’s fallen firefighters. Being a tax-exempt, nonprofit Foundation 
they have developed and expanded programs to honor our fallen fire 
heroes and assist their families and coworkers.  
 
The Foundation receives funding through private donations from caring 
individuals, organizations, corporations, and foundations. Also a grant 
from the Department of Justice's Bureau of Justice Assistance supports 
programs for survivors of fallen firefighters.  
 
A big thank you goes out to Greg for taking the time to assist the 
families of fallen firefighters and his dedication to the fire service.  



         Department Profile: Rindge New   
         Hampshire 
             New Hampshire 

 
This month we visit the Rindge New Hampshire Fire Department. 
Rindge is located in the Monadnock Region of New Hampshire. The 
town has a population of 6,540 residents in a 37.1 miles square mile 
area. Routes 119 and 202 are the major routes through the town, 
which is bordered by the towns of Jaffery, Fitzwilliam, New Ipswich, 
Sharon and the Mass border to the south. 
 
The Rindge Fire Department is commanded by Chief Rick Donovan. 
The department is made up of 2 full-time firefighters and 25 call 
officers and firefighters. The department operates out of one fire 
station located at 49 Payson Hill Rd. Emergency Medical Services 
are provided by the Jaffery - Rindge Memorial Ambulance INC.  
 
Dispatching is completed by the Southwestern New Hampshire 
District Fire Mutual Aid Association located in Keene N.H. Rindge 
has a 26 before their engine number designation for radio 
identification. During 2008 Rindge firefighters responded to 860 
calls for service. 
 
Prior to 1925 the Town of Rindge had no formal fire protection other 
than, some portable equipment and three appointed “Fire Wards”, 
one each for three geographical areas of the town. A Fire Ward, upon 
being notified of a fire, would transport equipment to the scene and 
then solicit help from neighbors. If a fire engine was needed one 
would be requested from either Jaffrey or Winchendon.  
 
Following the “Great Fire of 1925”, which consumed two residences, 
a general store and a barn a group of concerned citizens organized 
the Rindge Fire Company and by vote at a special town meeting 
appropriated funding for a budget and the purchase of a fire engine.  
 
The fire company would bill the Town of Rindge annually and in turn 
would reimburse all company members for their man-hours. This 
system remained in place until 1980 when the Town of Rindge 
adopted the membership as part-time on-call employees.  
 
All fire equipment was stored in member’s garages, until 1956, when 
the first section of the Rindge Fire Station was built. In 1972, a two-
story-two bay addition was added to the existing three-bay and stands 
today as Rindge Fire Headquarters.  
 
Dispatching of all emergency calls for the Rindge Fire Department 
has evolved from local telephone operators calling each member 
individually – to a “Red Phone” network – to a paging system. South 
Western New Hampshire Fire District Mutual Aid located in Keene, 
NH currently provides dispatching.  
 
In 1974 the Rindge Fire Department began providing Emergency 
Medical Services within the Town of Rindge. EMS calls now make 
up about two-thirds of the departments annual call volume. Starting 
with just two Emergency Medical Technicians the Rindge Fire 
Department now has several EMT’s, EMT-Intermediates and  
Paramedics.  
 
Franklin Pierce University is located in Rindge and has, since the 
1970’s, operated a student fire brigade.  
 
See Department profile continued on page 9  
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Top photo: Engine 1 is a 1995 Freightliner/3D. Middle photo: Engine 2 
is a 1989 International. Bottom photo: Rescue 1 is a 1995 Freightliner. 


