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Firefighter Brian Mason 
walking, Lieutenant Pete 
Sliver on top of the 
engine and Lieutenant 
Roger Spooner standing 
with the hat take part in a 
water shuttle drill held in 
September of 1979. 
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Firefighter Winsor and Captain Gannon stretch a line to attack this 
fire that burned three trailers at the Flea Market on Route 102 in 
Londonderry just over the Hudson line on September 1st.   

Londonderry Requests Hudson Engine 
To Trailer Fire 
 
Londonderry Fire requested mutual aid from Hudson, Litchfield and 
Windham on September 1st, to battle a working fire in several 
trailers. At the time of the call Londonderry crews were handling 
numerous medical calls and had to clear an engine to respond to the 
fire.  
 
Hudson Captain Tice called Fire Alarm reporting smoke in the area 
of the Town Line and when Dispatcher Robertson called 
Londonderry to ask if they had any fires in the area they requested a 
Hudson and Litchfield engines to the scene.  
 
At 18:55 Dispatcher Robertson toned Engine 2 with a crew of 
Captain Gannon and Firefighters Chamberlain and Winsor along 
with Car 1 with Chief Murray to the scene. Engine 2 responded as 
part of the first alarm assignment. 
 
On arrival of Londonderry crews they found three trailers in the rear 
of the property heavily involved. Engine 2 assisted with fire attack, 
supplied water to the Londonderry engine and set up the Rural 
Hitch for incoming tankers to supply water to the scene. Chief 
Murray assisted with command of the scene. 
 
A loader was used to pull the burnt debris of the trailers into an 
open field so crews could overhaul the chard remains.  A Litchfield 
engine and tanker along with a Windham tanker also assisted at the 
scene. Engine 2 returned to Town at 20:12. 

Two Injured In Highland Street Crash 
 
Two ambulances were needed on September 3rd, after a two vehicle 
rear-ender crash in front of 145 Highland Street. Dispatcher Glenn 
received a 911 call at 10:51 reporting the crash and toned Ambulance 
2 with a crew of Firefighters Winsor and Conlon and Engine 2 with a 
crew of Captain Hansen and Firefighters Mamone and Sulin to the 
scene. 
 
Ambulance 2 arrived on the scene at 10:56 and reported a two vehicle 
accident with heavy damage. After a quick survey of the scene it was 
determined that a sencond patient would need transport and a 
additional ambulance was requested to the scene.  
 
The accident happened after one of the vehicles pulled to the side of 
the road and the second vehicle rear-ended the first vehicle. 
Ambulance 4 with a crew of Lieutenant Paquette and Firefighters 
Brideau and Haerinck were toned to the scene at 10:58. Both patients 
were treated at the scene and transported to a Nashua Hospital. Engine 
2 requested additional Speedy Dry to the scene to cover a large amount 
of fluids that spilled from the vehicles. The call was placed under 
control at 11:18. 

Fall From Tree With Impalement Turns 
Fatal 
 
Crews responded to Sandelwood Drive on September 9th, and on 
arrival found a patient that fell from a tree with a severe impalement 
injury. Dispatcher Glenn received a 911 call reporting the accident at 
14:04. Toned to the scene were Engine 2 with a crew of Captain Tice, 
Firefighters Sullivan, Mulcay and Explorer Pilon along with 
Ambulance 2 with a crew of Firefighters Winsor and Sands. 
 
On arrival crews found that the patient had been working off a ladder 
cutting a tree and had fallen from the ladder and somehow had been 
impaled by a large crowbar. The crowbar entered through the patients 
leg and and continued up through his body. Crews requested the 
Trauma Team at the Med Center and quickly packaged the patient for 
transport.  
 
Deputy Buxton and Lieutenant Rudolph responded to the scene to 
assist the crews. Crews continued treatment but the patient died from 
his injuries at the hospital.  
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Companies operate at the rear of the Post Office at 77 Derry Street on 
September 9th, quickly containing a fire in the ceiling. Photo by Al 
Boucher 

Working Fire Called For Post Office 
Blaze 
 
A box alarm on September 9th, alerted crews to a working fire at 
the Hudson Post Office at 77 Derry Street in the Hudson Mall. 
Dispatcher Glenn toned Engine 2 with a crew of Captain Hansen, 
Firefighters Haerinck and Bavaro, Ladder 2 with a crew of 
Firefighters Crane and Carrier and Engine 4 with a crew of 
Lieutenant Dube and Firefighters Sulin and Rich to the box at 
08:39.  
 
Engine 4 arrived on the scene in the front of the building at 08:43 
and reported nothing showing. Engine 2 went to the rear of the 
building and was met by a Post Office Employee who told the crew 
there was an electrical fire in the building.     
 
Engine 2’s crew entered a rear door and were met with heavy smoke 
and a fire condition between the ceiling and roof of the Post Office 
and requested an additional engine to the scene. Several of the mall 
stores were not evacuated at the time and firefighters began clearing 
the units. 
 
Engine 1 with a crew of Firefighters Berube and Bradish were toned 
to the scene at 08:47. Deputy Buxton arrived on the scene and 
assumed command and requested a working fire at 08:49. Toned to 
the scene on the working fire were Engine 3 with a crew of 
Lieutenant  Paquette, Firefighters Weaver, Haggerty and Williams, 
a Nashua ladder and Rescue 1 which did not respond due to the lack 
of manpower.  
 
Ladder 2 put the aerial to the roof while Engine 2 stretched a 1 3/4 
line into the building with Engine 4‘s pump hooking up to the Fire 
Department Connection for the sprinklers. Chief Murray arrived on 
the scene and assumed command and assigned Deputy Buxton as 
operations.  
 

Heavy smoke hampered crews from finding the seat of the fire. Two 
sprinklers had activated and held the fire from spreading until a hose 
line could knock down the flames. Engine 2 and 4’s crews had the fire 
knocked down at 09:00. Engine 1 was assigned to perform a primary 
search, with the Nashua ladder setting up fans to clear the smoke from 
the building. 
 
Engine 3’s crew performed salvage of the fire area after several inches 
of water covered the floor of the Post Office from the operating 
sprinklers and the hoseline. Quick work by crews performing salvage 
operations saved the stored mail in the area from being damaged. Units 
adjoining the fire unit had to be cleared of smoke before occupants 
could return. 
 
Fire Prevention Officer Dube investigated the scene for a cause of the 
fire. During the fire Nashua covered Central Station, Londonderry 
covered Station 1 and Litchfield covered Station 4.  

Crews leave 1 Joseph Ave after smoke was reported coming from the 
building on September 6th. On arrival crews found a kitchen fire and 
quickly had the situation under control. 

Newborn Surprises Firefighters At Medical 
Call 
 
Responding crews were a little surprised when they entered a home 14 
Radcliff Drive on September 9th, and found the resident had just 
delivered a baby girl in the homes shower. Dispatcher Glenn received a 
911 call at 14:44 and toned Engine 2 with a crew of Captain Hansen, 
Firefighters Haerinck, Bavaro and Ambulance 4 with a crew of 
Lieutenant Dube and Firefighters Sulin and Rich to the scene.   
 
Engine 2 arrived first and heard a baby crying when they entered the 
home. The crews found both baby and mother in the bathroom doing 
just fine. Before crews arrived 911 walked the mother through the 
breach birth and how to clamp the umbilical cord. A broken elastic was 
used to complete the job.  
 
Crews treated the mother and baby and transported them both to the 
hospital both are doing fine.  
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Tewksbury and Chelmsford firefighters assisted Lowell crews battling 
a 3 alarm fire in a 2 1/2 story home at 22 Gertrude Street on September 
11th.  

Crews use the Jaws to open up this vehicle after it struck a dump truck 
head-on in front of 50 Ferry Street on September 16th.  

Jaws and Trauma Team Needed For Ferry 
Street Crash 
 
A dump truck and a small pick up crashed head-on in front of 50 Ferry 
Street on September 16th, requiring the Jaws and a trauma team 
activation. Dispatcher Glenn toned Engine 2 with a crew of Captains 
Tice and Brough and Firefighters Winsor and Provencal and 
Ambulance 2 with a crew of Firefighters Sullivan, Mulcay and 
Inspector Triolo to the scene at 10:23.  
 
Engine 2 arrived on the scene and reported a vehicle with heavy 
damage. After a quick evaluation of the scene crews began extrication 
and requested Rescue 1 to the scene. Deputy Buxton responded to the 
scene and assisted with command.  
 
Crews continued to work to free the occupant of the vehicle the trauma 
team at the Med Center was activated. Rescue 1 did not respond to the 
scene do to the lack of manpower. Chief Murray also responded to the 
scene.      
 
The call was placed under control at 10:42 and the patient was 
transported to the Med Center for further treatment.  

� ��
��� �

Station Fire 

In memory of LA County Fire Captain 
Tedmund "Ted" Hall and Firefighter 
Specialist Arnaldo “Arnie” Quinones 
who died in the line of duty on August 30, 
2009. 
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Firefighter Todd Berube and his son Parker presented the Locals MDA 
check on Channel 9 on September 7th, during the Jerry Lewis Telethon. 
This year Local 3154 presented at   Photo by Amy Berube  

Explorers Joe Knaw, Kevin Hatfield, Andrew Pilon and Corey Pierpont 
placed new benches and a top onto the picnic table at Central Station. 
The explorers used donated wood to make the repairs. Photo by Jack 
Gagliardi  

Manchester firefighter battled this fully involved house fire at 441 
Whittington Street on September 21st. A extra engine and truck were 
called to the scene over the first alarm. 

2008 Firefighter Death Report 
 
One hundred and eighteen Firefighters died while on duty in 2008. 
The total break down included 66 volunteer, 34 career, and 18 
wildland agency Firefighters. There were 5 Firefighter fatality 
incidents where 2 or more Firefighters were killed, claiming a total of 
18 Firefighters' lives. deaths related to firefighters killed during 
wildland operations has doubled. 
 
The number for wildland fires was 26 Firefighters killed. These fires 
included activities involving brush, grass or wildland firefighting, 
more than twice the number killed the previous year.  
 
Seventy five firefighters died in activities related to emergency 
incidents. Twenty eight Firefighters died while engaging in activities 
at the scene of a fire. Twenty one Firefighters died while responding 
to, and 3 while returning from, emergency incidents. Twelve 
Firefighters died while they were engaged in training activities. 
Thirteen Firefighters died after the conclusion of their on-duty 
activity. With heart attacks being the most frequent cause of death for 
2008 with 45 Firefighter deaths.  

            Department Anniversaries 
             

                       
                          Jeff Sands 9/17/2000 
                          Eric Lambert 9/2/2001 
                          Sean Mamone 9/2/2001 
                          Mike Armand 9/7/2003 
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Thirty Five Years Since Alvirne High 
School Fire 
 
In the early morning hours of Sunday September 8, 1974 a fire 
began in the auditorium/gymnasium section of the building and by 
the end of the day Alvirne High School would be destroyed.  
 
The fire department received a call at 05:29 am, reporting the fire. 
Deputy Fire Chief Robert Buxton arrived first at the blaze and 
found the auditorium/gymnasium section of the school fully 
involved, suffered collapse in areas with the cupola on the roof 
ablaze. 
 
With such and extensive fire burning and the rest of the school 
threatened Buxton quickly call for help. Fire companies from 
Litchfield, Nashua, Salem, Derry, Londonderry, Pelham, and 
Windham responded to assist Hudson firefighters battle the flames. 
The response was massive with 200 firefighters manning eleven 
engines, seven tankers, four ladder trucks, and numerous support 
vehicles battled the flames for 13 hours before bringing the fire 
under control.  
 
The building at the time was not sprinklered which allowed the fire 
to spread across the roof structure and down to the second floor. 
The nearest fire hydrant was was over a mile and a half away which 
required thousands of feet of hose to laid to bring water to the 
scene. Six engines lined Derry Road relaying water from the 
hydrant to the fire. The pond located at the Alvirne Barn along with 
a 23,000 gallon cistern were completely drained to provide water 
for firefighters. A water tanker shuttle from the Hudson Central Fire 
Station with seven tankers filled numerous portable water tanks set 
up around the building.  
 
Four ladder trucks, large diameter water guns and many hand lines 
poured thousands of gallons of water into the building trying to 
contain the flames spreading from one end of the building to the 
other. Hudson Firefighter Don Cole suffered a broken wrist battling 
the fire and was taken to a Nashua Hospital for treatment.  
 
Fire Chief Frank Nutting at the time of the fire was vacationing in 
Maine and made the long trip back to Hudson to take command of 
the fire. Fire chiefs from Nashua, Salem, and Londonderry assisted 
him with command and operations of the fire.  
 
By dawn a large crowd of residents, students, and alumni gathered 
to witness the devastation and several wept openly as the viewed the 
destruction. During the afternoon a crane was brought to the scene 
to remove walls that were endanger of collapse.   
 
Investigators from Hudson, the State Fire Marshall’s Office, New 
Hampshire State Police Lab and agents from the Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms descended on the scene to investigate the cause of the 
$5 million dollar fire. To date, the fire has been listed suspicious 
and no arrests have been made. 
 
Although the material building of the towns school was gone the 
school community sprit of citizens and students would rise Alvirne 
from the ashes.  
 
See Alvirne continued on page 8 

Top photo: Nashua Ladder 4 sets up in front of Alvirne High as heavy 
fire burns in the attic and third floor. Middle pho to: Hudson crews 
ready to attack heavy fire in the main entrance of the school. Bottom 
photo: An ariel view of the fire after the fire was contained.   
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See Alvirne continued from page 7 
 
Within hours of the flames being controlled and what was left of the 
building was ruled safe to enter, 200 students, adults and teachers 
were working together cleaning desks, sorting through the burnt 
books, papers and equipment salvaging what was good and throwing 
out was not longer usable.    
 
The work would continue for over a week. Members of the Highway 
Department worked to remove equipment not damaged by the fire, 
the fire department used pumps, water vacuums, brooms and 
squeegees to to clear water from the floors. With the work of the 
community more things were salvaged than had first been thought 
possible. A thorough check by safety inspectors and architects 
determined that much of the remaining building was also 
salvageable.  
 
One major problem still faced the town, what to do with the 1,200 
high school students. Nashua had a school building that at the time 
that was not being used. The town leased the St. Francis Xavier 
School building for $15,000 for the year. School children from 
Memorial Schools forth and fifth grades were bused to the Nashua 
School building and duel sessions for grades six through twelve were 
held at Memorial School. Alvirne students used books salvaged from 
the fire and borrowed books from other high schools.    
 
On November 9, 1974 at a special school district meeting town 
residents voted to authorize a two million dollar bond to rebuild 
Alvirne High School. Along with insurance payments, money from 
Trustees and other people made up the $4.3 needed to rebuild the 
school. The Irving Hersey Associates the original architects who had 
the original plans for the building and the Davison Construction 
Company were hired to complete the work. 
 
On September 9, 1975, students walked the halls of Alvirne High 
School again year and one day after the fire. The dedication and 
community sprit of the towns residents, students, teachers, School 
Board and Trustees rose the school from the ashes.  

Pelham firefighters were jolted when this car crashed into the station on 
September 20th. The car hit the station after it was involved in another 
crash at a nearby intersection. 

On September 21st, Hudson and Litchfield crews responded to the 
Charles Bancroft Highway in Litchfield after a large tree branch broke 
falling on this passing vehicle. The driver was transported for minor 
injuries.  

Lieutenant Jim Paquette removes chicken and ribs from his smoker on 
wheels on September 23rd. Jim along with several members and 
explorers cooked up a barbeque dinner for the Border Area Chiefs 
meeting held in Hudson. 
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           Department Profile: Hollis          
           NH Fire Department 
 
This month we visit the Hollis NH Fire Department. Hollis is 
located in Southern New Hampshire on the Massucuttsetts border. 
The town is bordered by the towns Brookline, Amherst, Milford, 
Merrimack, Nashua and Pepperell Mass. Hollis is 31.8 square miles 
in size with a population of  just below 8000 residents. The town 
has Silver Lake State Park and State Routes 122 and 130 within its 
borders.   
 
The Hollis Fire Department was founded in the early 1800’s. At that 
time the department consisted of a bucket brigade who would line 
up and pass buckets of water to each other, hand to hand, down the 
line towards the fire and continue until the fire was out. 
 
In the early 1800's, Hollis purchased a hand pump named "Fire 
King". The engine was pulled to the scene of the fire with hand 
ropes. With manually provided power the pump could produce a 
stream of water about 75 feet. A bucket brigade had to bring the 
water to the pump that supplied a 2" diameter leather hose. 
  
In 1858 the town purchased the "Always Ready". The engine had a 
suction pump and could be pulled to a scene by two horses or hand 
ropes. Its pump could throw a stream of water about 100 feet with 
the use of a leather hose. In 1871 the leather hose was replaced by 
cotton jacketed rubber hose. 
 
The town built its first fire house in 1858 with the fire company 
providing the furnishings. In 1860 a second engine was purchased 
and the the department became Company 1 to separate themselves 
from school aged boys who operated the hand pump. The towns 
first hose carriage was put in service in 1873 and remained in 
service until the late 1920's along with the "Always Ready". 
 
In the early 1900's, a hand drawn soda-acid chemical apparatus was 
used. The first motorized apparatus was purchased in 1927. It was 
on a GMC chassis with a 350 g.p.m. pump and carried ladders, hose 
and miscellaneous equipment. This pump remained in service until 
1963. A Model A Ford, was equipped with the chemical outfit for 
some time. It was later fitted with a front-end pump and remodeled 
to carry ladders, hose, and other equipment. 
 
In 1950 a new fire station went into service with three bays and was 
connected to the Town Hall by a meeting room. As the department 
slowly outgrew this station and apparatus no longer fit they were 
housed in the old town shed on Ash St. 
 
In 1965 the department operated 5 fire fighting apparatus a '42 
Dodge, a '56 Ford, '63 Ford, an Army surplus Dodge, and an 
International truck. 
 
Over the years firefighters were alerted to fires in several ways. 
First there was a fire horn that rang the alarm to alert firefighters of 
a fire, when the telephone came an operator would contact the 
whole department by phone. Today fire pagers, alert members of 
fire calls.  
 
.  
 
See Department Profile continued on page 10 
 

Top photo: Engine 1 is a 2005 Smeal on a Gladiator chassis. Middle 
photo: Engine 3 is a 1989 FMC Spartan. Third photo: Pump 1 is a 1996 
International. Bottom photo: Tower 1 is a 2002 Pierce Dash 100 Foot 
Platform.    
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Department Profile continued from page 9 
  
Hollis crews responded to Hudson on May 6, 1995 to assist with 
battling a 25 acre brush fire at the end of Gowing Road. Today the 
Hollis Fire Department is commanded by Fire Chief Rick Towne. 
He commands 7 full-time and 30 call officers and firefighters.   
 
There are a minimum of two full-time firefighters on duty at a time 
with shift rotation of 0700-1700 or 1300 - 2300. Hollis firefighters 
handle fire, rescue and Ambulance services for the town. In 2008 
they responded to about 800 calls for service. 
 
Dispatching is completed by the Hollis Police Dispatch Center on a 
frequency of 151.475 as Primary and 151.160 as fireground. The 
departments apparatus has the number 13 before their truck number 
to identify the town when calling Dispatch.  
 
The department operates out of one station located at 10 Glenice 
Drive. It was built in 1982 and dedicated to Warren Towne, a long-
time member and Fire Chief. 
 
Today the department operates 2 engine’s, a tower ladder, a heavy 
rescue, 2 tankers, a pump, a brush unit and two ambulances.  
 
Engine 1 is a 2005 Smeal on a Gladiator chassis with a 1500 gpm 
pump, 1000 gallon water tank and 30 gallons Foam. 
 
Engine 3 is a 1989 FMC Spartan with a 1500 gpm pump and 1000 
gallon tank. 
 
Pump 1 is a 1996 International with a 1,750 gpm pump and 350 
gallon water tank. this apparatus is used as a relay pumper and hose 
supply. 
 
Tower 1 is a 2002 Pierce Dash 100 Foot Platform Aerial with a 
2000 gpm Pump and 300 gallon water tank.  

 
Rescue 1 is a 1989 Heavy Duty Rescue Truck built by Hackney on 
an International cab and chassis. The truck is equipped with 
Hydraulic Tools for Vehicle Rescue, Water Rescue Equipment, a 
SCBA Air Cascade System and Haz-Mat Equipment. 
 
Tanker 1 is a 2008 on a Freightliner chassis built by Dingee with a 
1000 gpm pump and 3500 gallon water tank. 
 
Tanker 4 is a 1976 model built on a International all-wheel drive 
chassis. This apparatus is used as a forestry truck and water supply 
truck. the truck has a 1000 gallon water tank. Tanker 4 is equipped 
with a full complement of forestry hose, equipment and 
backpack tanks. 
 
Forestry 1 is a 2009 Ford F450 built by Dingee with a 100 gpm 
pump and 400 gallon water tank. 
 
Ambulance 1 is a 2006 model built by Osage on a Ford  F 450 
chassis. Ambulance 2 is a 2000 Life Line built on a Ford  F 450 
chassis.  
 
Hollis also operates a Avon Rescue Boat with a 9.5 Outboard 
Motor. 
 
A big thanks goes out Hollis Firefighter Steve Boucher for his 
assistance with this article.  

Top photo: Rescue 1 is a 1989 Heavy Duty Rescue Truck built by 
Hackney. Second photo: Tanker 1 is a 2008 on a Freightliner chassis built 
by Dingee. Third photo: Tanker 4 is a 1976 model built on a International 
all-wheel drive chassis. Bottom photo: Forestry 1 is a 2009 Ford F450 
built by Dingee. 
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This 1964 Ford Tanker served as Tanker 1. the tanker had a 1500 gallon 
water tank and 500 gpm pump. It was placed out of service in 1987. 

Crews ready to knock down this training burn held on an 
unknown date or place. 

Crews pick up after at house fire that took place on an unknown date or 
place. The apparatus in the photo are a 1948 Chevy tanker with a  850 
gallon water tank and 500 gpm pump and this 1951 Ford served as 
Engine 4. 

Tail 
Board 

Ladder 2 is set up behind 102 Plaza during training held on 
February 6, 2006.  




