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Firefighter Eric Lambert received the Fire Service Award of Excellence 
on November 6th. 
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Members Dennis Haerinck, Dave Morin President-Elect Barack Obama, 
Eric Lambert, Al Winsor and Jim Lappin posed for this photo during a 
campaign stop visit to Hudson on September 3, 2007.  
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                               November - 285                              
                               Year Total - 3338 
 

Eric Lambert Receives An Academy 
Award 
 
The New Hampshire Fire Standards & Training Commission held 
the Annual Academy Awards Convocation at the Fire Academy on 
November 6th. Firefighter Eric Lambert received the Fire Service 
Award of Excellence.   
 
Eric was recognized for his several years of preparation and 
construction of the New Hampshire Firefighters Memorial. Along 
with Eric, Deputy Chief Rob Buxton’s father Retired Nashua Chief 
Mike Buxton also received the award for his work on the memorial.  
 
The Lambert family dominated the awards ceremony. Eric's brothers 
Gary, Keith, and Erin and sister in law Barbara also were presented 
the award. Others included Joseph Butts, Chris Roy, Ryan Fortin and 
Sanford Young.  
 
The Fire Academy Award for Training recipient’s included Captain 
Joe Butts, President Dave Lang, Chief Robert Crowell, 
Commissioner  John Barthelmes and Captain Michael Clark.   

Firefighter/Soldier Gerry Carrier (center) marched in the Nashua 
Veterans Day Parade on November 11th. 
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Shawn Murray             Gerry Carrier               Dick Marshall 
Warren Glenn              Scott Tice                    Dean Sulin 
Sean Mamone              Marty Conlon              Erich Weeks 
Jim Bavaro                   Mike Mallen               Harry Chesnulivich 
Ray Parker                   Mike Mulcay               Pete O’Sullivan 
 

Thanks For Serving 



Firefighter Jeff Sands kneeling and Firefighter Todd Berube strapping 
the patient down assist Litchfield Fire at a off road dirt bike accident 
off of Albuquerque Ave on November 8th. 
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Pictured is the 2009 calendar the Relief Association is 
sell as a fund raiser. 

Relief Association Holding A Fund Raiser  
 
The Hudson Firefighters Relief Association has produced a 2009 
calendar as a fund raiser for the group. The twelve month calendar 
features on scene photos of members in action, past and present 
apparatus and other activities.  
 
Calendars can be purchased for $20.00 from any Relief Board 
Member.    

Tree Cutter Injured When Tree Falls On 
A Garage 
 
A tree cutting service worker was injured and a home was damaged 
when a tree being cut fell. Dispatcher Morton toned Engine 4 with a 
crew of Lieutenant Paquette and Firefighters Carrier and Haerinck  
and Ambulance 2 with a crew of Firefighters Sulin and Sullivan to 
the 10 Sandhill Road scene at 15:17 on November 18th.  
 
On arrival Engine 4 found a large tree had fallen striking the 
operator in a bucket ripping the bucket from the boom of the truck 
then crashing through a garage. The bucket and operator fell some 
35 feet to the ground missing the garage. Crews treated the operator 
for head injuries. After an assessment of the patient a trauma team at 
the Med Center was activated.  

This is the scene on November 18th, at 10 Sandhill Road after a falling 
tree injured one and caused damage to equipment and a home. A Gerry 
Carrier photo 

Engine 4 requested Rescue 1 to the scene at 15:27 with a crew of 
Captain Gannon and Fire Prevention Officer Dube and Lieutenant 
Rudolph. Chief Murray also responded to the scene to assist the 
companies.  
 
Rescue 1 was assigned to remove the hazards relating to the bucket 
truck and check the home for stability. The tree crashed through  roof 
of the garage collapsed into the bays causing heavy damage. The 
Building Inspector was called to the scene to also assist with the 
evaluation of the garage. 
 
The patient was transported to the hospital with Engine 4 remaining on 
the scene for a time. 



This month we visit the Bramhall Fire Station of the Portland Maine 
Fire Department. The Portland Fire Department was formed in 1768. 
In March of 1899 the City of Deering was annexed to the city of 
Portland, a change that more than doubled the population and the 
geographical area of Portland. Overnight, the size of the Portland 
Fire Department nearly doubled from eleven to twenty fire 
companies.  
 
Today the city has a population of  68,000 in a 30 Square Mile area. 
The department is commanded by Fire Chief Fredrick LaMontagne 
with 232 officers, firefighters and specialists under his command.  
 
The department operates six engine companies, four ladder 
companies, one rescue, two fire boats, three crash trucks at the 
airport, 4 medic ambulances and numerous special units on the main 
land. There are also five island companies serving Peaks, Great 
Diamond, Cushing, Cliff and Little Diamond Islands. Unit assigned 
to these companies include: four engine companies, 4 tankers, one 
ladder company, three medic units, and several special units.  
 
Dispatching is completed by a communications center located at 109 
Middle Street. During 2007 Portland firefighters responded to 
13,851 calls with 278 being structure fires. 
 
Bramhall Square station opened in 1966 at 784 Congress Street and 
housed Engines 4, 6, Ladder 6, and the District I Chief. Today 
Engine 4, Ladder 6, Rescue 1 and District 1 are quartered here.  
 
One member of the companies assigned to the Bramhall Station has 
died in the line of duty. Captain John Rafferty died on January 30, 
1972. The captain was 59 years old and collapsed and died in Rescue 
1 while the company was returning to the station from the Maine 
Medical Center from an emergency response dealing with a teenaged 
girl suffering a drug overdose. Since 1903, 20 Portland Firefighters 
have given their lives in the line of duty.  
 
In 1908, four steam fire engines were purchased with Engine 4 
receiving one of them. During 1920 Engine 4 was motorized with a 
Seagrave 750 gpm, pumper, replacing the steamer and hose cart.  
 
In 1929, Engine 4 placed in service a Seagrave 1,000 gpm pumper 
replacing the 1920 Seagrave. Engine 4’s 1920 Seagrave was 
reassigned to Engine 3 on Brackett Street, retiring the last two 
horses, and the Portland Fire Department became completely 
motorized. 
 
Engine 4 today operates a 1992 Pierce Arrow with a 1500 gpm pump 
and 750 gallon water tank. During 2007 Engine 4 responded to 2,612 
calls for service 1,525 being fire related and 1,084 being medical 
runs. 
 
In 1929, a Seagrave tractor-drawn 75 ft. aerial ladder truck was 
assigned to Ladder 6. Do to the new upgrades of Ladder 6 and 
another Ladder company, Ladder 2 a horse drawn piece was placed 
out of service.  
 
 
See Bramhall continued on page 6 
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            Department Profile: Bramhall  
            Station Portland Maine 

Top photo: Engine 4 operates a 1992 Pierce Arrow. Second photo: 
Ladder 6 operates a 2001 Pierce Dash 105' rear mount ladder. Third 
photo: Rescue 1 operates a 1999 Freightliner PL custom heavy rescue. 
Bottom photo: The Deputy Chief operates a 2006 Chevy Suburban. 



Bramhall continued from page 5 
 
In 1938 Ladder 6's trailer was retrofitted with a 85 ft. steel aerial 
ladder. In 1961, the first 100 ft. aerial ladder truck was placed in 
service and was assigned to Ladder 6 on Park Avenue. The unit was 
a Seagrave tractor-drawn truck.  
 
In 1978 Ladder 6 placed in service the first ladder truck with a cab-
over roof. In 1989 again Ladder 6 was assigned a first they received 
the first 4-door closed cab ladder truck placed in service. 
 
Today Ladder 6 operates a 2001 Pierce Dash 105' heavy duty rear 
mount ladder. During 2007 Ladder 6 responded to 1,679 calls for 
service 1,416 being fire related and 263 being EMS related. 
 
In 1943, a new fire company was established as a rescue company. 
Rescue Co. 1 was placed in service and phased out the Chemical 
Squad Company. During 1976 after many years of service the Rescue 
Company was decommissioned and only taken to fires by an 
assigned engine company when needed.  
 
In 1986, Rescue Company 1 was placed back in service and 
quartered with Engine Co. 4 and Ladder 6 at Bramhall Station. 
Today Rescue 1 operates a 1999 Freightliner PL custom heavy 
rescue and special hazards truck. Rescue 1 has a full complement of 
rescue tools and equipment. In 2007 Rescue 1 responded to 1678 
calls for service with 1,150 being fire related calls and 528 EMS 
related calls for service. Upon a visit to the Bramhall Station during a 
April 2008 visit members stated the fait of Rescue 1 was in peril due 
to budget cuts.  
 
The Cities on Duty Deputy Chief operates Car 2. A 2006 Chevy 
Suburban and in 2007 responded to 1,094 calls for service. 
 
Today the Portland Fire Department protects a very old New 
England City with many triple deckers, a large harbor area, 
commercial airport and many islands. Over the years budget cuts has 
reduced the number of companies but as firefighters due they still 
provided the best service available to the cities residents.  
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Firefighter Sulin third from the end instructs Litc hfield Firefighters on 
ladder operation on November 12th. 

Nashua firefighters battled this heavy involved mobile home fire at 44 
Fotene Street on November 13th. The resident of the home died in the 
fire. An Al Boucher photo 

Group 2 members look over the scene at 28 Central Street after an SUV 
crashed into the house on November 15th. 

No Injury After SUV Hits House 
 
Dispatcher Boucher at 22:59 on November 15th, toned Engine 2 with 
a crew of Captain Tice and Firefighters Sands and Lambert and 
Ambulance 1 with a crew of  Firefighters Sliver and Bradish to 28 
Central Street for a vehicle into a house. 
 
On arrival Ambulance 1 reported a SUV into the house with one 
patient still in the vehicle. Crews quickly secured the scene and 
checked the patient that was shaken up but not injured. Engine 2 
checked the vehicle and the house. The crash happened when the 
vehicle driving east on Central Street and the driver lost control 
crossing both lanes of the road, then across a lawn into the house. 
The house suffered minor damage with the vehicle suffering 
moderate damage.  



Ambulance 1 Responds To Pelham Fatal 
Accident 
 
A three vehicle crash on Bridge Street in Pelham on November 21st, 
required the use of rescue tools and four ambulances. When Pelham 
crews arrived on the scene they found a total of seven patients in 
three vehicles with one heavily entrapped. A second set of rescue 
tools were requested from Salem and additional ambulances from 
Pelham, Windham and Hudson were called to the scene.  
 
Dispatcher Morton toned Ambulance 1 with a crew of Firefighters 
Cormier and Mamone to the scene at 19:08. On their arrival they 
were assigned to treat two patients and transported to a Lowell Mass 
Hospital. The entrapped patient that was quickly extricated and the 
Salem Rescue was returned before their arrival. Pelham crews 
transported the patient to Lowell and after was Med Flighted to a 
Boston Hospital were she died from her injuries.  
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Lowell Mass Ladder 2 operates it’s ladder pipe after 3 alarms were 
struck for this fire at 20 Burlington Ave on November 17th. The 
building was a large 2 1/2 story apartment building and it is believed the 
fire was set. A Jeff Labrie photo 

            Department Anniversaries 
             

                       
                        Gerry Carrier 11/16/1986 
                            

IAFF Answers International Association 
Of Fire Chiefs 
 
Last month the Hudson Heat printed a Statement on Individuals Rights 
To Serve Their Communities In Multiple Capacities put out by the 
International Association of Fire Chiefs on October 30, 2008. This 
month we print the IAFF’s position on the matter. The following was 
sent to the International Association of Fire Chiefs from Harold A. 
Schaitberger the President of the International Association Of 
Firefighters on November 4, 2008. 
 
Recently, the IAFC passed a position statement concerning 
“individuals” rights to serve their communities in multiple capacities” 
in emergency services. This is clearly an off-the-mark, defensive 
response to a resolution passed by the delegates at the IAFF’s  2008 
Convention in August which clarified some language concerning 
secondary employment that has been in the IAFF Constitution for 
decades. 
 
Despite the transparent wording in the statement that the IAFC 
“recognizes the right of organizations” to govern themselves, your 
statement is clearly an attempt to meddle in the IAFF’s  internal 
affairs. 
 
First, be clear - the IAFF is a labor organization. As such, it exists to 
protect our members’ jobs, working conditions, benefits and their 
safety at work. The IAFC represents management.  
 
We do not and would not allow any outside group or individual to 
have a say in the way we conduct the business of representing our own 
members and affiliates on this or any issue. 
 
The IAFF and IAFC work together on fire service issues wherever 
possible, but, as you know, we also sometimes disagree. On the issue 
of secondary employment, we absolutely disagree. The IAFC should 
have left it at that. 
 
For the record, please advise your membership that the IAFF’s clear 
position remains that secondary employment of IAFF members - 
which, for the IAFF includes part-time, paid on-call, volunteer or 
otherwise as a fire fighter, emergency medical services or public safety 
worker - is wrong, is unsafe and is against the IAFF’s Constitution 
when it negatively affects another IAFF member’s safety or livelihood 
by engaging in work that adversely impacts the interest of any affiliate 
or the IAFF. 
 
This is an internal IAFF policy that, if violated - and if the party is 
charged by a local affiliate, and the charges are found to have merit 
following the IAFF’s internal review process - could affect the 
charged party’s membership status in the IAFF.  
 
In August, our 292,000 members, through the elected leaders they 
send to our Convention, re-affirmed their support for this position on 
secondary employment. The IAFF is bound to enforce the will of its 
members, and we do so proudly. 
 
The logic is simple; if you want to be an IAFF member, you must 
follow our internal rules. This is not an issue that welcomes or 
warrants an opinion from the IAFC - it’s purely an IAFF issue.  
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On November 27th, Firefighter Rich and Lieutenant Dube load a 
complete Thanksgiving meal with all the fixings into Engine 4 to deliver 
the food to a needy Hudson family. The Local and Association have 
joined forces to provide for needy Hudson residents for both 
Thanksgiving and Christmas with on duty members delivering the goods. 

The departments new chiefs vehicle. A Gerry Carrier photo 

New Chiefs Vehicle Placed In Service 
 
Chief Murray is responding to calls and performing his duties in a 
new set of wheels. A new  Chevy Tahoe was placed in service in 
November.  
 
The new vehicle is all white and now has low profile markings with 
only a department patch on the doors and a low profile emergency 
lighting package. This new look is very different from the marking 
of the old chief vehicle.  
 
This new vehicle replaces a 2004 Chevy Tahoe which has been re-
assigned to Deputy Chief Buxton. 

During the month of November department members traveled to the 
Nashua Training Grounds for some much needed training. All crews 
were able to stretch lines and perform searches in fire conditions to fine 
tune their skills. 

Firefighters Kevin Blinn “behind Santa” and Shawn Chamberlain 
delivered Santa to the Town Common for the Annual Christmas Tree 
Lighting on November 28th.   
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TailTail   
BoardBoard 

  These photos are of    
  Group 1’s newest  
  member Ben Crane   
  growing up on the farm. 

“Woody” AKA Todd Berube 
during a past Halloween  

All photos provided by anonymous 
persons and thank you for them.  




