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Firefighters Bavaro and Berube signal the pump operator to charge the 
hose lines during hose testing held at the Nottingham West School on 
May 30th.   

And who said the captains did not have their hands in everything! 

Captain Fred Brough caught the 3rd alarm while in Seattle 
Washington.    

Fred Brough Catches A 3rd Alarm In 
Seattle Submitted by Fred Brough 

On Saturday morning, May 30, 2009, Captain Fred Brough and his 
son, Erick, where brought out of a sound sleep by the fire alarms going 
off in his hotel. Fred and Erick had just finished driving across the 
country from Charleston, SC to Seattle, WA where Erick is moving to.  
After a few minutes of figuring out what was burning it was found to 
be the building next door.   
 
At approximately 1:30am the Seatac Fire Dept. responded to the 
abandoned apartment building with the first alarm assignment being 4 
engines and a ladder. The fire ended up going to 3 alarms. The Seatac 
Fire Dept. has 3 stations with a first response engine. They don’t have 
a ladder truck. The ladder is an auto response from mutual aid.  The 
engines are all Pierce Quantum's with the first due truck only 5 months 
old.  Manning is at least 3 with some shifts having 4 on an engine. 

The building was a four story, U shaped, of wood construction and 
had been abandoned for a couple of years. Fire attack would be 
defensive only unless for life safety as per an SOP the Chief had 
mandated. As Engine 45 came out of quarters a quarter mile away 
they could see the thermal plume and called a working fire. Engine 45 
pulled to the front of the building and already had heavy fire in the 
middle of the U on the first floor going up the outside to the roof.  
They called for a second alarm and setup for heavy streams. Engine 
46 went to the rear and setup to protect the hotel and also put their 
deck gun to work. When the Division Chief came on scene he called 
for the 3rd alarm. The total for the fire was 12 engines, 1 squirt, 1 
heavy rescue and 4 ladders. 
The fire was knocked down by early morning but because crews 
couldn’t get to the seat of some fire areas the forth floor reignited and 
again heavy streams would be put into action. This time it worked. 
They brought in a heavy crane to remove the forth floor burned areas 
and complete the overhaul.   
They also did a thorough search of the building as best they could and 
of the burned material for any human remains. They did this because a 
month earlier they had an occupied apartment building on the other 
side of the street burn and it was after they were told of missing 
persons did they find remains in the pulled out material.   
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                 Department Profile: FDNY   
                Engine 207, Ladder 110,  
                Battalion 31 
 
This month we visit FDNY Engine 207, Ladder 110 and Battalion 31 
the Tillary Street Tigers. These companies are quartered at 172 Tillary 
Street in the Fort Greene, section of Brooklyn. Quartered here are 
Engine 207, Ladder 110, Battalion 31, Division 11, Satellite 6 and the 
Mobile Operations Center. 
 
Engine 207 was placed in service in on September 15, 1869 as Engine 
7 of the Brooklyn Fire Department. When Brooklyn became a boro of 
New York City the engine was re-numbered to Engine 207. The 
company moved in with Ladder 110 at 365 Jay Street on June 26, 
1949. 
 
On December 22, 1971, Engine 207 moved into its present day 
quarters with Ladder 110, Battalion 31, and the Super Pumper and 
Super Tender units. On October 6, 1983 the last alarm struck by the 
telegraph system was sent to Engine 207. Box 458 for the Brooklyn 
Borough Hall at Court and Joralemon Streets which ended an era that 
dated back to 1869. 
 
Seven members of Engine 207 have lost their lives in the line of duty. 
Lt. Kenneth Phelan, Ff. Shawn Powell, Ff. Karl Joseph and Ff. Kevin 
Reilly all lost their lives on September 11, 2001. Four members have 
have won medals for actions taken in the line of duty with the 
company being awarded two Unit Citations. Today Engine 207 
operates a 2000 Seagrave model with a 2000 gpm pump and 500 
gallon water tank.  
 
 Ladder 110 went into service into service on August 1, 1891 as the 
City of Brooklyn Ladder 10. When Brooklyn became a boro of New 
York City the ladder was re-numbered to Ladder 110 on January 1, 
1913. The company moved in with Engine 207 at 365 Jay Street on 
June 26, 1949. On December 22, 1971, Ladder 110 moved into its 
present day quarters with Engine 207, Battalion 31, and the Super 
Pumper and Super Tender units. Today Ladder 110 operates a 2002 
Seagrave rear-mount 100’ aerial ladder.  
 
In 1918, Ladder 110 placed in service a American Lafrance 65-foot 
aerial replacing the horses that had served the company. The company 
placed its first metal aerial a 1948 Seagrave 85-foot stick on March 
19, 1948. Two members of the Ladder 110 have died in the line of 
duty. A third member that died in the line of duty was killed on 
September 13, 1991named Kevin C. Kane is remembered with the 
Kevin C. Kane Award  which is given out each year for a member who 
performs an act of outstanding bravery and courage as deemed by the 
Board of Merit. Ladder 110 has received 13 Unit Citations and 6 
members have been awarded medals.  
 
Satellite 6 carries a 5” deck gun, 3000 feet of 5” hose and 32 five 
gallon pails of foam. Satellite 6 responds to all second alarms in its 
response area, box alarms in the Brooklyn Navy Yard and when a fire 
boat is being used at a land based fire in its response area. These 
companies are assigned to 2000 gpm engine companies due to the 
absents of a pump on the apparatus operating as a large hose wagon. 
There are six satellite units across the city. The Mobile Command 
Center runs from the Tillary Street Fire House.  
 
See Tillary Street continued on page 14 

Top photo: Engine 2007 is a 2000 Seagrave. Second photo: Ladder 110 
is a 2002 Seagrave Rear mount. Third photo: Battalion 31 is a 2003 
Ford Excursion. Bottom photo: Division 11 is a 2002 Ford Excursion. 
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See Department profile continued from page 13 
 
The unit is a 2007 model built bu LDV with a Utilimaster body on a 
Freightliner chassis. The command center carries radios, a television, 
computer, refrigerator, microwave oven and has bathroom facilities. 
The unit responds on extended fire and emergency scenes, community 
events and fire safety programs.   
 
Also quartered on Tillery Street are Battalion 31 and Division 11. 
Battalion 31 supervises Engines 207, 210, 211 and 226, Ladders 110 
and 119, Satellite 6 and Marine 6. Division 11 supervises Battalions 
28, 31, 32, 35, 48, 57 and the Safety Battalion. Within the division are 
24 engine companies, 1 squad, 14 ladder companies and Marine 6.  
Battalion 31 operates a 2003 Ford Excursion with Division 11 
operating a 2002 Ford Excursion.   
 
Although no longer in service once housed at the Tillary Street Fire 
House was the Super Pumper and Tender. Tillary Street was specially 
built to house these two units. The Super Pumper System idea dated 
back to 1910 when William  Francis Gibbs a fire buff came up with 
the idea of a “land fireboat”. At the time technology would not allow 
for it. He went on to become America’s foremost ship designers. In 
1962 Mr. Gibbs was invited by Mack Truck to help design the Super 
Pumper System. 
 
The system consisted of two trucks the first the pumper was equipped 
with a diesel engine that could deliver 8800 gpm at 350 psi or 4400 
gpm at 700 psi. The truck could pump thirty five hand lines or ten to 
twenty-two multiversal nozzles depending on tips size or four master 
streams or various combinations at a distance of 1000 feet. when 
pumping a full capacity it could supply eight pumpers located 1000 
feet away with 1000 gpm of water each. When being supplied from 
hydrants the system could reach up to 5000gpm.  
 
The tender unit  was equipped with a 8 inch Stang Nozzle and had tips 
in the size of 3”, 3 1/2”, 4”, 5”, and a 2000 gpm fog nozzle. The stang 
was supplied by four 41/2” inlets. With the amount of water the tender 
could disperse two hydraulically operated outriggers were located on 
the tractor to stabilize the unit while in operation. The Stang could 
throw a stream water 600 feet. The trailer of the unit carried 2000 feet 
of 41/2 inch hose with the front of the trailer having a walk-in 
compartment. The rear axles were steer able from a reverse seated 
position located at the rear center of the trailer. The trailer could easily 
be unhooked from the cab so the cab could be brought in close to the 
fire.    
 
The first fire the Super Pumper System responded to was on August 
12, 1965 at box 290 Stewart Ave at Scholes Street in a lumber yard at 
13:49 while the the truck was involved with acceptance testing. With 
in twenty minutes the fire went to five alarms. Strong winds pushed 
the fire across several streets, into foam rubber factory, a pickle plant, 
a tinsmith shop, railroad cars, beer distributor and many vehicles. 
Eleven alarms had been sounded by 14:38 and four blocks were 
involved in fire. The Super Pumper set up a draft in Newtown Creek 
and the tender stretched lines to the fire. Once water was flowing the 
fire in a 300 foot radius was knocked down in a short time. The fire 
was called under control at 18:03 with the truck pumping throughout 
the night it pumped 7 1/2 million gallons of water to the fire.   
 
On April 15, 2007 a two alarm fire took place at the home of Engine 
207 and Ladder 110 and NYPD 84th Precinct. The 84th, Precinct 
shares the building with the fire department. At the time of the fire 
repair work was taking place on the roof of the building. A fire  
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sparked and several propane tanks exploded causing a large fire 
involving the piled roofing material stored on the roof. The fire 
spread from the police side of the building onto the fire house roof. 
Two alarms were needed to control the fire. 
 
The Tillary Street Tigers have a long proud history with FDNY. The 
Super Pumper System to this day remaining the highest capacity 
pumping and biggest fire apparatus every built.  
 
The Super pumper is now located at the Antique Toy and Firehouse 
Museum Bay City Michigan and is the museums pride and joy. 
 
  

Top photo: Satellite 6 is a 2005 Mack MR model built by Ferrara. 
Middle photo: The Super Pumper was built in on a 1964 Mack cab over 
chassis. Bottom photo: The Super Tender was also built on a 1964 
Mack cab over chassis.  
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The photo above has an unknown date front row Lt. Bob Buxton, FF. 
Author Shepard, FF. Bob Campbell, Dep Chief George Fuller Sr. FF. 
Henry Shepard, FF. Al Smilikis, Nashua Insp. Ben Hargraves, 
unknown, FF. Ray Carter and Capt. Chris Gallagher.   

Tail 
Board 

Hudson firefighter Dave Morin and Litchfield Firefi ghter 
Tim Kearns begin an attack on this house fire on Route 
3A on March 3, 1984.  

Crews standby during this training burn that took 
place at 182 Derry Road on November 23, 1985.  

This roll-over motor vehicle accident into a pole took place in the 
early morning hours of January 1, 1989 in front of 146 Lowell Road   




