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Firefighter Jim Lappin Receives VFW 
Award 
 
Firefighter Jim Lappin was recognized at the Loyalty Day Ceremony 
held on May 2nd, the VFW Hall. Jim was nominated for the VFW’s 
Loyalty Award for his dedicated work .   
 
Over the last year Jim has given his own time to complete driver 
training with several of the probationary members and members who 
were preparing for their CDL licenses. He always makes himself 
available for these members even on holidays if that is the only time 
they can train. He also assists proby members on his shift complete 
their probation manuals and complete other required training and 
mentoring so they can complete their probation period. 
 
Jim also has volunteered on several searches for missing persons 
around the state spending many hours in the woods assisting search 
and rescue crews. 
 
Jim also assisted with disaster relief during the Alstead NH flooding.  
He received another award and donated the cash prize to the flood 
relief fund raising. Jim looks out for all, works hard and is a model 
citizen. All of here at HFD congratulate Jim for his well deserved 
award. 
 
 

Vehicle Found In Musquash Pond 
 
Crews responded to Musquash Pond on May 4th, for a report of a 
vehicle in the water. Dispatcher Glenn received the call at 08:18 and 
toned Engine 4 with a crew of Captain Hansen and Firefighters 
Weeks and Conlon and Rescue 1 with a crew of  Lieutenant Dube 
and Firefighters Brideau and Cormier. Without confirmation of 
occupants Ambulance 1 with a crew of Firefighters Mamone and 
Rich were requested to respond to the scene. 
 
Engine 4 arrived on the scene at 08:22 and reported the vehicle 
partially in the water with no occupants. Due to fluids spilling from 
the vehicle Rescue 1 was continued with traffic, Ambulance 1 was 
returned to quarters. 
 
Firefighter Cormier donned a rescue suit to place haz-mat booms 
around the vehicle to contain the fluids. DES was notified of the 
situation and the call was placed under control a short time after 
arrival. Engine 4 remained on the scene until the vehicle was 
removed.   

Members of Group 3 place Haz-Mat booms around this pickup truck 
after it went into Musquash Pond on May 5th. 

Brave men have fought and died building  
the proud tradition and feared reputation  

that we are bound to uphold.  
In the worst of conditions,  
the legacy of our brothers  

steadies our resolve and silently guides our 
every deed.  

We will not fail.  

Firefighter Jim Lappin the 2008 VFW Loyalty Award R ecipient.  
Photo by Steve Gannon 
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Dep, you need a Hug? 

Pierce Pumper Placed In Service As 
Engine 2 
 
A new Pierce engine was placed in service on May 23rd. This Pierce 
is the first to serve in the town built on an Arrow chassis the engine 
has a 1500 gpm pump, 1000 gallon water tank and 30 gallon foam 
tank. Other changes from past apparatus include roll up doors, a 
drivers gear compartment, outside EMS compartment access, two 
cross lays, flood lights on the front, rear and both sides, new graphics 
and a new seating arrangement in the crew area. 
 
The truck meets all the NFPA safety standards including safety 
striping on the rear of the truck. A Huskey Foam System with a thirty 
gallon tank and a auto rescue tool round off its features.  
 
The new engine will replace a well worn 1990 KME. The new 
pumper has been assigned to Engine 2 running out of Central Station. 
A job well done to the truck committee and Chief Murray for their 
time and effort putting together the new truck.      

The department placed a 2008 Pierce Arrow into Service on May 23rd. 

            Department Anniversaries 
             

                            
                        Pat Robertson 5/13/2001 
                        Joe Triolo 5/13/2001 
                        Al Winsor 5/13/2001 
                        Dean Sulin 5/13/2001 
                        Gayle Robertson 5/2/2004 
                        Eric Dubowik 5/30/ 2004 
                        Jeff Lamothe 5/23/2006 

The new Pierces NFPA striping on the rear.  

New Turnout Gear To Be Purchased 
 
Chief Murray presented three bids to the Board of Selectmen at their 
May 13th, meeting for new turnout gear. After evaluating the bids 
Industrial Protection Services was chosen to supply the gear.  
 
The new gear will be made by James Ville and included an upgrade 
to the PBI Matrix Shell. One set of gear is priced at $1,399.00 for a 
total of $28.000.00 for thirty sets of gear. Monies for the new gear 
will come from the 2009 budget. The new gear will replace the sets 
that were purchased back in 1998 which is coming to its life 
expectance and safety limits.   
 
Thirty members have been measured for this round and remaining 
members will be fitted during the next budget. The gear is expected in 
forty days. 
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Police Standoff  Ends With A Working 
Fire  
 
What started as a standby for the police ended with companies 
battling a heavily involved home. On May 16th, at 07:55 Dispatcher 
Glenn received a call from the police requesting crews to standby for 
a suicidal person at 5 Iris Path. Toned to the scene were Engine 2 
with a crew of Captain Gannon and Firefighters Mulcay and Pike and 
Ambulance 1 with a crew of Firefighters Winsor and Lappin. As the 
morning went on the situation deteriorated with the subject 
barricading himself in the home and the S.W.A.T. Team was 
requested and fire crews were moved back to a safer location. At 
10:56 Chief Murray requested a second ambulance to the scene to 
standby. Ambulance 3 with a crew of Firefighter Blinn and 
Chamberlain responded.  
 
Just past noon the situation deteriorated further when the subject in 
the home started a fire in the 2 story single family home. At 12:18 
Chief Murray assumed command of the fire units and requested 
Engine 4 to the scene with a crew of Lieutenant Kearns and 
Firefighters Armand and Berube. At 12:24 command requested 
Deputies Carter and Buxton along with Ladder 2 to the scene with a 
crew of Captains Morin, Grebinar and Firefighters Cormier and 
Bavaro. Heavy smoke was now coming from the building. While 
companies were enroute command requested a working fire and have 
all companies stage away from the scene. Toned on the working fire 
were Engine 3 with a crew of Captain Brough, Rescue 1 with a crew 
of Fire Prevention Officer Dube and a Nashua Ladder. Engine 1 did 
not respond due to the lack of manpower. 
 
The subject remained in the house as heavy fire and smoke poured 
from the building with the police trying to talk him out. A short time 
later fire crews protected by police with high powered weapons began 
to attack the fire. Police pulled fire crews back at one point to better 
secure the perimeter the building.  
 
Heavy fire was coming from the second floor as crews again began 
attacking the fire. As the engine companies were stretching their lines 
Captain Morin, Firefighter Cormier and two police officers climbed a  

A S.W.A.T. Team member protects Deputy Carter just after arrival of 
fire crews at 5 Iris Path on May 16th. An Al Boucher Photo  

stairway to a second floor deck. As Captain Morin vented a sliding 
door the subject ran from the building covered in flames. Captain 
Morin and Firefighter Cormier wrestled the subject to the deck floor 
and began extinguishing his burning clothing. The subject tried to get 
up and again he was brought to the deck floor by the firefighters. Two 
police officers then assisted restraining and handcuffed the subject. 
As crews went to remove the patient who had suffered severe burns 
off the deck, heavy fire was blowing out of the sliding doors blocking 
their exit and attack line quickly pushed the fire back into the building 
and the patient was taken to a waiting ambulance. At 12:32 command 
requested additional companies to the scene with a Nashua engine and 
Pelham ambulance responding.  
 
Due to the patients injuries a Med Flight Helicopter was requested to 
transport the patient to Boston. Captain Hansen, Litchfield Chief 
Schofield and a Litchfield engine set up a landing zone at the HO 
Smith School.  
 
As crews attacked heavy fire on the second floor Safety Officer 
Grebinar reported fire in the basement and first floor. Additional lines 
were stretched by Nashua crews to these locations. Fire burned 
through the roof of the building and all crews were pulled out for a 
defensive attack. Several 2 1/2 and 1 3/4 lines were used to knock 
down the fire so crews again to make an interior attack. 
 
The main body of fire was knocked down at 13:06 with companies 
remaining on the scene overhauling for several hours. Fire Prevention 
Officer Dube, Inspector Triolo, the State Fire Marshal and Hudson 
Police investigated for a cause of the fire. Crews from Windham, 
Londonderry and Litchfield covered the Hudson stations during the 
fire.  
 
Several days after the fire the subject died from his burns at a Boston 
Hospital. 

Safety Officer/Captain Grebinar views the scene at 5 Iris Path as heavy 
fire comes from the second floor on May 16th. An Al Boucher Photo  
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Allenstown NH firefighters along with crews from Concord, Pembrooke, 
Epsom and Bow battled this two alarm fire at 58 Turnpike Street on 
May 11th. Photo by Chris Breton 

Committee To Form Plan For New 
Central Fire Station  
 
Chief Murray received approval at the May 13th, Board of 
Selectmen’s Meeting to move forward to form a committee to plan 
for a new fire station. At the meeting the Board of  Selectmen put 
together a committee made up of Chief Murray, Deputy Buxton a 
selectman, budget committee member and 2 town residents.  
 
Central Station was built in 1952 and at this time is to small to handle 
the departments operations and modern apparatus. Also the systems 
with in the building are becoming a financial burden to the town and 
department due to costly repairs and upkeep needed. The building 
does not meet the Americans with Disabilities Act, National Fire 
Protection Association standards or current building codes.  
 
The committee will present it’s finding to the board in September so 
that money for an architect and land purchase can be voted at Town 
Meeting next year. 
 
A study of the existing Central Station was completed over the last 
year by Pacheco Ross Architects which outlined the issues with the 
station. Central at this time is 11,000 square feet in size the new 
station would have to be 23,000 square feet in size to house 
apparatus, equipment, a training area, living space and a new dispatch 
center, offices and other needed facilities. The report also stated that 
renovation was not cost effective and would cost about to $3.2 
million and still would not allow for needed space.  
 
Chief Murray would like to build the new station in the general area 
of the present Central Station to stay with in the four minute response 
time. If all goes well construction would begin in 2011. 

Group 4 Members Respond To Roll-over 
With Entrapment  
 
On May 19th, at 04:00 members of Group 4 were toned to 
Wentworth Drive by Dispatcher Robertson for a single vehicle roll-
over with entrapment. Engine 4 with a crew of Lieutenant Kearns and 
Firefighters Armand and Bavaro arrived on the scene and reported 
one car on it’s roof with one patient.  
 
While Engine 4 secured the vehicle Ambulance 1’s crew of 
Firefighters Pike and Winsor check the patient for injury. Rescue 1 
with a crew of Captain Gannon and Firefighters Mulcay and Lappin 
stabilized the vehicle and gained access to the patient through the 
drivers door. The crew then assisted the patient untangling herself 
from the seatbelt and she was removed from the car. Deputy Carter 
arrived on the scene and assisted command.    
 
Crews packaged the patient and transported her to St Joes for 
treatment. The call was placed under control at 04:17. Engine 4 
remained on the scene until the vehicle was removed from the scene.  

Two Ambulances Called To Roll-Over 
 
A single vehicle roll-over on May 25th, injured two occupants. 
Dispatcher Boucher received a call from the police reporting the 
crash at 01:24. Toned to the scene were Engine 2 with a crew of 
Captain Tice, Firefighters Sands and Mallen and Ambulance 1 with a 
crew of Firefighters Lappin and Bradish. 
 
While companies were responding a second call from the police 
reported entrapment. Rescue 1 was toned to the scene but did not 
respond due to the lack of manpower. Deputy Carter also responded 
to the scene. Ambulance 1 arrived on the scene and reported one 
vehicle with heavy damage. Two patients were found injured in the 
vehicle and at 01:32 a second ambulance was requested to the scene.  
 
Engine 4 responded from Station 4 to man the second ambulance. 
Lieutenant Paquette and Firefighter Sliver responded to the scene in 
Ambulance 2. After a short time entry was made into the vehicle and 
the patient were treated and transported to St Joes for treatment. 
Crews received a report that other people may have been in the 
vehicle a search of the area was started with Engine 2’s Thermal 
Imaging Camera but no other occupants were found. The call was 
placed under control at 01:48 with Engine 2 remaining on the scene 
until the vehicle was removed.  
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Firefighter Jim Bavaro places a flag on the grave of deceased Hudson 
Deputy Bob Campbell on Memorial Day. 

Members Participate In Memorial Day 
Events   
 
On a warm and sunny Memorial Day members participated in several 
events to remember those who gave their service and lives in the 
armed forces and those who served with the department. During the 
morning hours Group 1 members visited several of the towns 
cemeteries and placed flags at the graves of past members.  
 
At 14:00 hours the Honor Guard, Explorer Honor Guard, duty shift, 
present and retired members lined up a Hannaford's for the annual 
Memorial Day Parade. At the remembrance service held at Library 
Park Firefighter Mike Armand started off the ceremony with his 
singing of the Star Spangled Banner. Dispatcher Warren Glenn who 
is also the American Legion Post 48 Commander was the Key Note 
Speaker and spoke of General James Garfield's first speech at the first 
Memorial Day. He also asked those attending to remember the 
thousands of soldiers who have died in combat protecting freedoms 
the rest of us enjoy.  
 
A wreath was placed at the War Monument and both the Legion and 
Alvirne Bands played selections along with a lone bagpiper. The 
Legions Firing Squad fired a 21 gun salute ending the ceremony. The 
parade then continued on to the Legion Post on Central Street. 
 
Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of 
remembrance for those who have died in our nation's service. There 
are many stories as to its actual beginnings, with over two dozen 
cities and towns laying claim to being the birthplace of Memorial 
Day. Waterloo N.Y. was officially declared the birthplace of 
Memorial Day by President Lyndon Johnson in May 1966, it's 
difficult to prove conclusively the origins of the day. It is more likely 
that it had many separate beginnings; each of those towns and every 
planned or spontaneous gathering of people to honor the war dead in 
the 1860's tapped into the general human need to honor our dead, 
each contributed honorably to the growing movement that culminated 
in General Logan giving his official proclamation in 1868. It is not 
important who was the very first, what is important is that Memorial 
Day was established. Memorial Day is not about division. It is about 
reconciliation; it is about coming together to honor those who gave 
their all.  

Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on May 5, 1868 by General 
John Logan, national commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
in his General Order No. 11, and was first observed on May 30, 1868. 

Firefighter Mike Armand (left) dispatcher Warren Gl enn (center) and 
an unknown Marine salute as Mike sings the Star Spangled Banner at 
the Memorial Day Observance on May 26th.  Photo by the HLN  

Honor Guard members Dave Pierpont, John Wilcox, Dave Brideau 
and Corey Morin marched in the Memorial Day Parade.    
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Top photo: Engine 1 is a 1988 E-One, Second photo: Engine 2 is a 2002 
HME/Smeal, Third photo: Engine 3 is a 2001 HME/Smeal, Bottom 
photo: Ladder 1 is a 2006 Piece Dash 105' rear mount. 

        Department Profile - Hampton NH      
         Fire Department 
 
This month we visit Hampton NH Fire Rescue. The Town of 
Hampton is located on the shores of the Atlantic Ocean and is 
bordered by the Towns of North Hampton, Hampton Falls, Exeter 
and Seabrook. Hampton Fire-Rescue protects over 15,000 year 
round residents in a 14.2 square mile area. During the summer 
months a 100,000 daily visitors come to Hampton and its beaches.   
 
On July 11, 1912, the Hampton Fire Department was organized and 
today the department is commanded by Fire Chief Hank Lipe with 
forty two firefighters and officers. Two deputies oversee operations 
and the training and safety division. Fire Prevention is staffed with 
an Officer and a Fire Inspector. Crews operate from two fire stations 
located on Ashworth Avenue and Winnacunnet Road. Ashworth Ave 
is the home of Station 1 in the Beach District. This station is manned 
by a Captain, a Firefighter/EMT and a Firefighter/Paramedic. Fire 
Alarm is also located at Station 1 and is manned by one Dispatcher. 
They dispatch on 154.145 MHz with a PL of 136.5. Hampton Fire 
Alarm also dispatches the Hampton Falls Fire Department. A 
Gamewell Box system of near 400 boxes protects many occupancies 
in Hampton. 
 
Station 2 on Winnacunnet Road covers the Town District and is 
manned by a Lieutenant and four Firefighters. The Lieutenant and 
two firefighters are assigned to the engine company while the other 
two firefighters are assigned to an ambulance. When the ladder truck 
is dispatched the firefighters assigned to the ambulance cross man 
the ladder. Crews work 10 - 14 shifts. In 2007 Hampton crews 
responded to 4,208 calls for service. The Professional Firefighters of 
Hampton Local # 2664 and the Hampton Fire Department 
Supervisory Association Local # 3017 represent the firefighters and 
officers of Hampton Fire.  
 
Hampton Fire Rescue provides fire suppression, emergency medical 
services at the paramedic level, technical rescue, water rescue, 
hazardous materials incident mitigation. They perform these duties 
within an area that has a major interstate highway, several industrial 
complexes, densely built and populated beach area, a resort beach 
with its large seasonal population, miles of Atlantic coastline, and 
inland waters. 
 
The department operates 4 engine companies, 1 ladder company, 3 
ambulances, two forestry trucks and a fire boat. Engine 1 is a 1988 
E-One Pumper. Engine 2 is a 2002 HME/Smeal with a 2000 gpm 
pump, 750 gallon water tank and 30 gallons of foam. Engine 3 is a 
2001 HME/Smeal with a 2000 gpm pump, 750 gallon water thank 
and 30 gallons of foam. Engine 4 is a 1988 E-One Cyclone with a 
1,500 gpm pump and 750 gallon water tank. Ladder 1 is a 2006 
Piece Dash 105' rear mount ladder. Rescue 1 is a 2006 Ford/Road 
Rescue ambulance. Rescue 2 is a 2008 on a Freightliner/Road 
Rescue chassis and Rescue 3 is a 2005 Ford/Road Rescue. The 
department also operates two forestry units. Forestry 1 is a GMC 
pickup and Forestry 2 is a 1953 Dodge M37 with a 100 gpm pump 
and a 235 water tank. The departments boat is a 2003 Winnehauf 
fire boat powered by twin Honda 225 HP outboard motors. It is 
equipped with a 550 GPM mounted portable pump with salt water 
suction and in-cabin patient care area.  
 
See Hampton Fire continued on page 9 
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Today Hampton Fire deals with many different emergencies aiding 
people from all over the world. The crews are well trained and are an 
example of a excellent fire department. 

Top photo: Rescue 1 is a 2006 Ford/Road Rescue. Middle photo: 
Hamptons newest  piece is a 2008 Ambulance built on a Freightliner 
chassis. Bottom photo: Marine 1 is a 2003 29 foot Winnehauf fire boat . 
Middle and bottom photo’s by Hampton Fire 

Hampton Fire continued from page 8 
 
The department also owns a 1923 Reo Chassis, originally a chemical 
wagon, outfitted with a Sanford fire conversion kit in 1932. The 
truck was the Town’s first motorized apparatus and now is used for 
parades and public relations. 
 
Over the years many large fires have burned in Hampton many in the 
beach district they include: 1893: The Boar's Head Hotel, 1903: On 
October 26, five buildings burned. Three engines drawn by horses 
arrived in about two hours from Exeter, Newburyport, and 
Portsmouth, 1907: a second fire breaks out at the New Boar's Head 
Hotel, 1915: September 23 on the corner of "B" St and Ocean Blvd, , 
a fire started in the afternoon and swept more than four blocks, The 
fire began in a box of rubbish, quickly spread to surrounding 
structures, and finally leveled 10 acres, including seven hotels, two 
theaters, 10 stores, as many as 40 cottages, and St. Peter’s-by-the-Sea 
Episcopal Church. 1923: The firehouse burnt down and a new fire 
station was built. This station is still in use today and is located at the 
intersection of Ashworth Ave at Brown Ave on the beach. 1949: 
Town Hall burns in March of this year, 1950: a fire on “C” St 
destroys most of the block, the destroyed three hotels, two rooming 
houses, a number of cottages, and 15 stores. 1960: a major Beach 
fire destroyed the Fireside Hotel and four cottages on H Street in 
August. September 1961, fire damaged the top two floors of a 
building on High Street, 1962: One of the worst fires in town 
occurred when a fire on Mill Pond Lane destroyed a home. The fire 
took the owners life and his two small daughters. 1966: a Lumber 
Company on Dearborn Avenue, burned in a spectacular morning fire, 
The Tides was destroyed in October 1974 and the Ocean Squire 
Motor Inn on Labor Day 1975. 1976: In two separate rental property 
fires, fire claimed the lives of three small children, A 1981 fire 
destroyed the Spindrift at the foot of High Street, and, in 1985, the 
Rocky Harbor Inn, Cutler’s Sea View burned, Duffy’s Inn on Ocean 
Boulevard burned in a spectacular April 1987 fire, January 30, 1990 
destroyed the Odd Fellows Building, In 1999 fire destroyed the 
Smith & Gilmore Fishing Pier, June 16, 1999 fire destroyed the 
Springfield Motel, the Old Salt restaurant, Cecile’s Gift Shop, 
Lexie’s Pizzeria, Haven’s Cafe and six apartments in the Beach Walk 
building, December 24, 2002 a three-alarm fire burned 12 people out 
of their homes, three-alarm were needed to control a fire at the 
Hampton Marina on December 30, 2004, on May 10, 2004 a two-
alarm fire damaged the Olde Hampton Village apartments,  On 
Valentines Day 2007 during blizzard conditions a fire destroyed five 
summer cottages and damaged four other homes at the corner of 
Dover and River streets, a two-alarm fire tore through the Walk In 
Closet, a consignment shop on May 8, 2007.  
 
A fire museum for the Hampton Fire Department is located at Tuck 
Field on Park Avenue. Sponsor of the construction of the building 
was the Firefighters Union, Local 2664. The union paid for all the 
construction costs of the 24-foot by 30-foot building and when 
completed they turned the building over to the town. 
 
Housed in the museum is The 1853 Fire Department hand tub, 
nozzles, old pieces of equipment, a collection of antique fire alarms, 
photographs, and other fire fighting equipment.  
 
In 2004 the building was in need of a rehab and two Boy Scouts 
performed the work as their Eagle Scout projects. The scouts along 
with help of community volunteers completely renovated the Fire 
Museum. They installed a brick sidewalk and low maintenance 
landscaping.  
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Firefighters Shawn Jasper and Tom Sullivan look over this motor 
vehicle accident at 200 Derry Road on November 5, 2001. 

TailTail   
BoardBoard 

Hudson crews wait for water at this 3 alarm fire on the 
Charles Bancroft Highway in Litchfield back on March 
8, 1984.  

Crews knock down this training burn held on 
Barretts Hill Road on April 1, 1979.  

A Nashua Ladder was special called to Concrete Systems to 
assist in the rescue of a worker who suffered a medical 
condition on top of this stack in December of 1977. 




