
���������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
 ��������
FEATURING HUDSON NEW HAMPSHIRE’S BRAVEST 

HUDSON HEATHUDSON HEAT   

NewsletterNewsletter  March 2009 



HUDSON HEATHUDSON HEAT   

NewsletterNewsletter  

����������	
����������	
����������	
����������	
����������	
����������	
����������	
����������	
 ��������

HUDSON NEW HUDSON NEW 
HAMPSHIRE FIRE HAMPSHIRE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT’S DEPARTMENT’S 

UNOFFICIAL UNOFFICIAL 
NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER   

  
  

-- March 2009  March 2009 --    
  

--VOLUME 14 VOLUME 14 --    
-- ISSUE 3  ISSUE 3 --  

  
  

-- PUBLISHER  PUBLISHER --    

D MORD MORIN IN   
  

  
  
  
  
  

Inside The HeatInside The Heat  

One Transported After Burns 
Hill Road Crash 
 
Firefighter Neil Pike To Open 
A Home For The Elderly  
 
HFD Takes Second Place At 
Memorial School Dodge Ball 
Tournament  

 
3 
 
4 
 
 
4 

HUDSON HEAT: Featuring Hudson New Hampshire’s Brave st 
                                                                                                                             Page 2 

Front Cover 
 
Group 3 members 
participate in water rescue 
training in July of 2008.  
 
Photo by the Hudson Heat  

Back Cover 
 
Firefighter Jeff Sands had 
fun with Kindergarteners 
at Kinder World    
 
Photo by the Hudson Heat 

DEPARTMENTS 
 
Run Totals - 3 
Anniversaries - 4 
Tail Board - 8 
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Cha'n eil saoi gun 
choimeas. 

-Gaelic Proverb 
(There is no hero without compare.) 
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One person was transported after this truck crashed in the area of 21 
Burns Hill Road on March 8th. 

One Transported After Burns Hill Road 
Crash 
 
One person was injured and three others were checked on the scene 
after the pick up truck they were riding hit a tree on March 8th. 
Dispatcher Robertson received a 911 call at 16:20 reporting the 
accident in the area of 21 Burns Hill Road.  
 
Toned to the scene were Engine 4 with a crew of Lieutenant Kearns 
and Firefighters Winsor and Haernick and Ambulance 1 with a crew 
of Firefighters Chamberlain and Cormier. While companies were 
enroute a call from the police reported entrapment. Rescue 1 with a 
crew of Captain Gannon, Firefighters Conlon, Armand, Skafas and 
Morin were toned to the scene. 
 
Engine 4 arrived on the scene at 16:22 and reported a vehicle well 
into the woods into a large tree with no entrapment. After quickly 
checking the scene 4 patients were found and Rescue 1 was 
continued to the scene for manpower. As crews were treating the 
patients a gas leak from the vehicle was found and Rescue 1’s crew 
was put to work to contain the leak.  
 
The one patient was treated and transported to a Lowell Mass 
Hospital for treatment. The three other refused treatment. Engine 4 
remained at the scene until the vehicle was removed from the woods.  
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                                      March - 310                            
                               Year Total - 885 
 

Nashua crews battled this 3 alarm fire at 8 Appletree Green on March 
17th. On arrival heavy fire was showing from the large 2 story single 
family home. Tyngsboro Mass sent an engine to the scene while Hudson 
Ladder 2 covered Nashua Station 3. Photos by Al Boucher  
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Grace House located at 23 Mammoth Road in Windham is operated by 
Sue and Neil Pike. 

Firefighter Neil Pike To Open A Home 
For The Elderly  
 
Firefighter Neil Pike and his wife Sue will shortly open Grace House 
of Windham. Grace House is a retirement home for long term care of 
the elderly.  
 
Located at 23 Mammoth Road in Windham the home provides its 
residents personalized care that includes daily quality time with each 
individual in a small home environment. Residents will have the 
felling of being in their own home but with the knowledge that a 
highly trained professional nursing staff is there if needed.   
 
The building sits on a 2 acre lot with woodland and fields. A large 
sitting porch crosses the front of the home with a large front entrance 
and homey resident rooms. 
 
An open house was held on March 7th and 8th, for the public to visit 
the home. Grace House of Windham has a website at Gracehouseof 
Windham.com for more information. 
 
Congratulation goes out to the Pikes and the best of luck providing 
care for the areas elderly. 

HFD Takes Second Place At Memorial 
School Dodge Ball Tournament  
 
Hudson Memorial School hosted its first Dodgeball competition on 
March 20th, in the gym of the school. Teams from Hudson Fire, 
Police and two Memorial Schools teams faced off in the tournament.  
 
The schools principal and two students acted as judges and official 
rules from the National Amateur Dodgeball Association were used to 
officiate the games. As the games began students, teachers, and 
family members lined the bleachers to watch the balls fly.  
 
Each of teams faced off against each other with the winners and 
losers moving into a ranking for the finals. HFD and HPD were the 
two remaining teams that squared off for the championship. When all 
was said and done after a long fought game HPD prevailed as the 
winners with HFD coming in second.   
 
After the winning game was completed HFD and HPD teamed up to 
take on the two school teams. A big thanks to all the department 
family members that turned out to play or watch the games all had a 
great time. 

            Department Anniversaries 
             

                       
                        Fred Brough 3/12/1983 
                        Jim Bavaro 3/17/2002 
                        Scott Tice 3/1/2003 
                        Warren Glenn 3/14/2004 
                        Allen Peck 3/27/2005 
                        Abbott Rice 3/27/2005    

Firefighter Ben Crane reacts as balls fly at him during a Dodge Ball 
Tournament held at Memorial School on March 20th. A HLN photo 



             Department Profile: Gilford  
             New Hampshire 
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This month we visit Gilford New Hampshire Fire Rescue. Gilford 
is located in the Lakes Region of New Hampshire on the shores of 
Lake Winnipesaukee. The town has a population of 7,397 residents 
in a 38.8 miles square mile area with 14.7 square miles of inland 
water within the towns borders. State Routes 11, 106 and 11D run 
through the town. Gilford is bordered by the towns of Alton, 
Belmont, Gilmington and the City of Laconia. Within the towns 
borders are the Gunstock Mountain Ski Area, Lake Winnipesaukee 
and the northern slopes of the Belknap Mountain Range. 
 
Gilford Fire Rescue is commanded by Chief James Hayes. The 
department is made up of 15 fulltime officers and firefighters and 
22 call firefighters and 2 live-in students. Most of the departments 
members are EMT certified. 
 
The department operates out of one fire station located at 39 
Cherry Valley Road. The department also provides Emergency 
Medical Services, Haz-Mat and rescue services along with their 
firefighting duties. With the threat of forest fires and the numerous 
fires that take place members have extensive forest fire training. 
 
Dispatching is completed by the Lakes Region Mutual Fire Aid 
Association located in Laconia N.H. Gilford has a 8 before their 
engine number designation for radio identification. During 2008 
Gilford firefighters responded to 1233 calls for service. 
 
The department has a long history. In 1914 the town had a fire 
warden named Charlie Gove a black smith by trade he began the 
fire department. In 1928 he converted a Studerbaker truck into the 
towns first fire apparatus. During the winter months the truck was 
put on blocks and Laconia Fire Department  would respond to 
extinguish fires.  This arrangement lasted until 1936 when the town 
purchased it’s first fire truck. The truck was kept at the highway 
garage and a Highway employee Milo Bacon was trained to drive 
and operate the truck. In those days highway employees served as 
firefighters and the fire department remained a division of the 
Highway Department until 1948. 
 
The biggest problem firefighters faced at that time was the lack of 
water and a Model A truck was made into a 500 gallon tanker. A 
former New York City Firefighter named Ray Sheffner moved to 
town and helped train and organize the fire department. 
 
In 1936 the department hired it’s first full-time firefighter who was 
on call 24 hours a day 7 days a week. This was the first full-timer 
in the lakes region. In 1938 a telephone system was established to 
notify the department of fires. They were installed in the chiefs 
house, the full-time firefighters house, town hall and the fire 
station. 
 
A new truck was placed in service in 1940. The Brockway truck 
carried 500 gallons of water and forest fire equipment. In 1949 a 
Dodge truck was purchased with 4 wheel drive and remained in 
service until 1972. In 1953 the department purchased two way 
radios for communications at a cost of $520.00. In 1957 a large 
horn was placed on the roof of the station to alert members of fires 
this horn remained in service until 1984.     

Top photo: Engine 1 is a 2008 KME/Navistar 7600. Middle Photo: Engine 
2 is a 2003 KME. Bottom photo: Tanker 1 is a 2002 KME/Mack . 

In 1958 Gilford joined the Lakes Region Mutual Aid Association. This 
group consisted of area departments signing a mutual aid agreement in 
the case of large fires. In 1959 the Glendale Fire station opened to cover 
the marinas and lake front areas of the town. In 1960 a second fire 
station opened on Cherry Valley Highway and a shared with the 
highway department. In 1959 a new truck was purchased, crews 
responded to 36 calls for service and a budget of $11,794. During the 
1960’s the department had three full-time members and 2 trucks and a 
forestry unit were purchased.  
 
In 1976 Gilford firefighters began EMS service to the town. Due to poor 
service residents received from a private ambulance service coming out 
of Laconia the town purchased an ambulance in 1978 taking over 
primary transport services. 
 
See Department Profile continued on page 6 
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Department Profile continued from page 5 
 
With a large amount of development and boat traffic on Lake 
Winnipesaukee a fire boat was purchased for fire duty in 1977. 
Two fire engines were purchased and the budget was $108,000 
with over 500 calls answered by the end of the 1970’s. 
 
In the 1980 each shift was manned by two firefighters, 2 engines a 
used forestry and new ambulance were purchased. In 1986 due to 
the Garcia Act full-time number of firefighters grew to 8. In 1990 
the department change it’s name to Gilford Fire Rescue to outline 
line their mission statement.    
 
Today the department operates three engines, two ambulances, 2 
forestry units, a boat, a heavy rescue and 3 special ops units.. 
Engine 1 is a 2008 KME/Navistar 7600, with a 2000 GPM pump 
and 500 gallon water tank. Engine 2 is a 2003 KME with a 1500 
GPM pump and 1000 gallon water tank. Engine 2 also carries 30 
gallons of Class A Foam and 135 gallons of Class B Foam. Engine 
4 is a 1988 Ranger with a 1500 GPM pump and 1250 gallon water 
tank. Engine 4 also carries 35 gallons of Class B Foam. 
 
Tanker 1 is a 2002 KME/Mack with a 1250 GPM pump and a 2500 
gallon water tank. Rescue 1 is a 1992 E-One/International Heavy 
Rescue with a 250 GPM pump and 300 gallon water tank. The 
rescue also contains the departments walk in command center. 
 
Ambulance 1 is a 2009 Chevrolet built by PL Custom. Ambulance 
2 is a 2000 AEV/International. 
 
Forestry 1 is a 1994 Ford F350 with a Hi-Pressure Pump and a 250 
gallon tank. Forestry 2 is a 1966 Jeep with a Hi-Pressure Pump and 
a 150 gallon water tank. 
 
Boat 1 is a 1977 model built Monarch. This vessel has a  
500 gpm pump which supplies on board guns or handlines if 
needed. Also the cabin is set up for EMS Transport. With Gilford's 
border are many island with out main land access and with the 
thousands of boaters on the lake Boat 1 is a necessary tool for 
firefighters. 
 
The department operates 3 special units. Air 1 is a trailer built by  
Pace carries a 550 gpm portable pump, 10-4500 psi supply 
cylinders, a 2 cylinder fill station, spare cylinders and rehab 
supplies. The Argo unit is a 2003 All Terrain Vehicle built by and 
is used for brush fires and off road rescue operations. The last 
special ops unit is the Technical Rescue Trailer. This unit is a 2004 
model and was built by United. This unit carries equipment for 
rope and height angle rescues.  
 
Car 1 is a 2006 Ford Explorer and the last unit operated by Gilford 
is a 2002 Ford F-350 pick up used as a utility vehicle. 
 
A big thanks to Hudson/Gilford Firefighter Dan Skafas for the 
information for this article. 

Top photo: Ambulance 2 is a 2000 AEV/International. Second photo: 
Rescue 1 is a 1992 E-One/International Heavy Rescue. Third photo: 
Boat 1 is a 1977 model built Monarch. Bottom photo: Ambulance 1 is a 
2009 Chevrolet built by PL Custom.  
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  Roller Derby Home Opener 
 
Petra Provencal invites all department 
members to the New Hampshire Roller 
Derby Home Season Opener. Petra is a 
team member and will skate. 
 
 
The Skate Free Or Die will take on the 

Providence Killah Bees 
  

Date: April 25, 2009 
Place: JFK Coliseum Manchester NH 

Time: 6pm 
 

Tickets: $8.00 from Petra $10.00 at the 
door.  

 
Come out and show your support!!  

 

Hollis Firefighters burned this house down on March 27th, for training. 
The building was located on Van Dyke Road. 

                  Congratulations goes out    
                  to the Triolo’s on their   
                  new arrival.         
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Tail 
Board 

Crews enter this house at 182 Derry Road 
during a training burn held on 11/23/1985. 

Crews participated on this training burn on Old Derry Road in the area of 
Tates Paving back in 1983. 

This 2 car head-on motor vehicle accident took place on Dracut Road in the 1960’s  

Then Firefighter Todd Hansen readies to hit heavy fire 
during a training burn at 199 Lowell Road in January 
of 1985.   




