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This car fire took place on 
July 20, 2005 at the 
intersection of Central and 
Kimball Hill Road. 
 
Photo Hudson Heat 



Captain Todd Hansen receives the trophy for the Best  Chili in Hudson 
on June 7th, during the Chili Fest held at The Hills House. 

HFD’s Chili The Best In Hudson 
 
Captain Todd Hansen’s Chili was voted best in Hudson by a wide 
margin at the Alvirne Friends of Music Chili Fest held on June 7th. 
Seventeen competitors took part in the competition offering samples 
of their best Chili to a team of evaluators and hundreds of residents 
that came to taste the chili. 
 
When the votes were tallied no other team even came close to the 
number of votes HFD received. A big thanks to Todd and Julie 
Hansen for cooking up the winning Chili and the Relief Association 
for sponsoring the team. 

The department recognized Call Firefighter Jim Richardson on June 
2nd, for his serve to the Town of Hudson. Jim served as a call firefighter 
from October 2002 to spring of 2007. 
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Members from administration, Board of Selectmen and Truck 
Committee ceremonially pushed the new Pierce into Central Station 
placing it in service on June 10th. 

New Pierce Engine Dedicated 
 
Department members and Town officials gathered a Central Station 
on June 10th, to dedicate the Pierce engine into service. The engine 
has been running as Engine 2 since May 23rd, but had not been 
officially placed in service.  
 
Speakers included Chief Murray, Board of Selectmen Chairman 
Nadeau, Local 3154 President Paquette and Truck Committee 
members Captain Tice.  
 
Reverend Howe blessed the truck before members from 
administration, Board of Selectmen and Truck Committee 
ceremonially pushed the new Pierce into Central station placing it in 
service. 

Group 1 members responded to the two vehicle MVA at the intersection 
of Derry and Library Streets on June 13th. One person was transported 
with injuries. 



Deputy Chief Carter makes some of the pancakes for over one hundred 
walkers at the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life. 

Members Help Out The Cancer Society 
 
Department and family members Torrey Demanche, Helen Cheyne, 
Shawn Murray, Neal Carter, Ted Trost, Mike Mader, Bob Haggerty, 
Gayle Robertson, Dave Pierpont, Kevin, Danielle and Nathan Blinn 
and Dave, Sue and Taylor Morin served up pancakes, bacon and 
drinks to the walkers at this years American Cancer Society’s Relay 
for Life held at Alvirne High School on June 8th. 
 
 The Relief Association purchased the food for members to feed over 
one hundred walkers who participated in the Relay for Life Walk. 
The relay takes place each year at Alvirne High with teams from 
many area businesses, organizations, families and other groups which 
form a relay team so they have walkers on the track over the 24 hours 
the event takes place. This year $90.000 was raised by the walkers. 
 
A big thanks to all the members that assisted with providing the 
breakfast for this worthy cause.    
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This is the scene just after arrival of crews at 3 Rena Ave on June 16th. 

Working Fire And Numerous Special 
Calls Needed To Control Rena Ave Fire 
 
A fire tour through a three story home located at 3 Rena Ave on June 
16th. Dispatcher Boucher received a single call reporting a possible 
house fire at 03:52. Toned to the scene were Engine 4 with a crew of 
Captain Morin, Firefighters Conlon and Weeks, Engine 2 with a crew 
of Lieutenant Dube, Firefighters Rich and Pike, Ladder 2 with a crew 
of Firefighters Cormier and Brideau, Tanker 5 with a crew of Captain 
Brough, Tanker 1 with a crew of Firefighters Robertson and Rice 
along with Deputies Carter and Buxton and Chief Murray. Engine 1 
did not respond due to the lack of manpower. 
 
Engine 4 arrived on the scene at 03:56 and reported a two bay garage 
fully involved with extension to a house and struck a working fire. 
No occupants were found outside of the building on arrival of crews 
so Engine 4’s crew stretched an attack line and forced entry into the 
building and began a primary search. Ladder 2’s crew stretched a 2- 
1/2” line and knocked down the heavy fire spreading up the side of 
the building. Engine 2 laid a supply line into the fire from a hydrant 
on Lowell Road. 
 
Toned on the working fire were Rescue 1 with a crew of Fire 
Prevention Officer Dube and Honorary Firefighter Gagliardi, 
Ambulance 3 with a crew of Lieutenant Paquette and Firefighter 
Blinn a Nashua engine and ladder, a Litchfield tanker and a Dracut 
Mass engine.   
 
Deputy Carter assumed command with Deputy Buxton assuming 
interior and Chief Murray assisting with command. Engine 2 
stretched a back up line into the building as crews found fire on three 
floors and heavy fire in the attic. Engine 4 and 2’s crews completed a 
primary search of the building and found no occupants. Nashua’s 
engine and ladder were assigned to the third floor to attack the fire in 
the attic. Tanker 1 and 5’s crews assisted Nashua on the third floor.  
 
Dracut's engine crew was assigned to floor two to open up and attack 
fire burning in the ceiling with Litchfield's tanker assisting crews 
working on the third floor. Several crews rotated from the third floor 
making little headway containing the fast spreading flames in the roof   
 
See fire continued on page 5  
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Fire continued from page 4 
 
area. As fire took hold of the knee walls and roof additional  
companies were requested to the scene. At 05:16 an additional 
Nashua engine along with a Pelham engine and ambulance were 
called to the scene.   
 
The fire burned across most of the roof before being contained at 
05:49. Pockets of fire continued to burn in the roof area for a time 
keeping crews busy. A Litchfield Firefighter suffered a shoulder 
injury and was transported to a local hospital for treatment.  
 
As shift change came pockets of fire continued to burn on the second 
floor and roof area as tired crews continued to overhaul. Oncoming 
members of Group 4 were called to the scene to relieve on scene 
crews. Crews remained on the scene until 11:45 moping up.  
 
Fire Prevention Officer Dube, Inspector Triolo investigated for a 
cause of the fire. A accelerant detection dog from the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office was also requested to the scene to assist.   
Companies from Windham, Nashua, Londonderry and Tyngsboro 
covered the Hudson Stations during the fire. 
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Snapping Turtle Makes Station 4’s Lawn 
A Hatchery 
 
Early in June members stationed at the Burns Hill noticed a Snapping 
Turtle walking across the apron and then crossed Burns Hill Road 
then back on the lawn of the station. As they investigated they found 
the turtle had dug a hole in the lawn and was laying its eggs.  
 
The area were the eggs were laid was marked so when lawn mowing 
takes place the nest is not disturb. Lieutenant Kearns researched 
Snapping Turtles and found that the eggs will hatch in 9 to 12 weeks. 
members will keep an eye on the nest to make sure the newborns 
reach the nearby pond. 

Top photo: Firefighters on the balcony ready to knock down fire in the 
eves on June 16th. Bottom photo: Firefighter Rich and Lieutenant Dube 
overhaul the third floor after the fire at 3 Rena Ave was controlled. 

Ambulance 1 Responds To Pelham MVA 
With Entrapment 
 
A five vehicle motor vehicle accident on June 17th, in Pelham 
required the response of six ambulances. Pelham requested a Hudson 
Ambulance to the scene at 18:28. Ambulance 1 with a crew of 
Firefighter Sands and Bradish responded. 
 
The accident happened at the intersection of Route 38 and Short 
Street in Pelham. Three sets of Jaws and six ambulances from 
Pelham, Salem, Windham and Hudson were needed to transport seven 
patients. One vehicle had four people trapped with in it with a second 
vehicle with one patient. The remaining patients were removed from 
their cars with out extrication. Hudson’s ambulance transported one 
patient to a local hospital. 

Pictured is the Snapping Turtle laying her eggs and the nest site at the 
Burns Hill Station. Turtle photo by Marty Conlon  



Crews from ten area towns assisted the Amherst Fire Department 
knocking down this 4 alarm fire on June 12th at the Amherst Plaza on 
Route 101 A. A Kevin Kerrigan photo 
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Is Scott Tice really a Harley rider? On June 14th, he was 
seen on a Kawasaki ! Photo by anonymous 

Wattonic Grange Recognizes Local 3154  
 
In June the Wattonic Grange awarded the Professional Firefighters of 
Hudson Local 3154 the Granges Firefighter of the Year award at a 
ceremony held at the Grange Hall on Windham Road. The Local 
received the award for their numerous fundraisers, community 
activities and the work and dedication for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association over the years. Local 3154 President Jim Paquette 
accepted the award on behalf of all the members.  
 
Congratulations goes out to all the members of Local 3154 on 
receiving this award. The groups work in the community is very 
much appreciated.  

Pelham Fire placed this Alexis engine into service on June 12th. The 
engine is assigned to Engine 3 and has a 1500 gpm pump and 1000 
gallon water tank. 

The Robertson’s Participate in The Trans 
NH Bike Ride Fore MDA 
 
Dispatcher Gayle Robertson and Firefighter Pat Robertson 
participated in the 21st Annual Trans NH Bike Ride held on June 20, 
21 and 22. The ride benefits The Muscular Dystrophy Association. 
 
The ride takes place over three days starting in Pittsburg at the 
Canadian Border on day one and ending in Littleton covering 97.25 
miles. Day 2 ends in Lebanon covering 71.4 miles with the last day 
ending in Concord covering 70.2 miles. 
 
Gayle rode a bike during the event with Pat assisting in the support 
team. Due to other events taking place in the lakes region during the 
weekend the route for the ride was changed. This years route took 
riders along the Connecticut River to Lebanon then across Route 10 
to Concord. Just before the riders were coming into Concord to end 
their ride a heavy thunderstorm hit the area requiring the riders to be 
put into vehicles.  
 
This is the second year in a row Gayle has pedaled her way across 
New Hampshire in the ride. A job well done to both Gayle and Pat 
for the hard work and dedication to the  Muscular Dystrophy 
Association. 
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Firefighter’s Pat Robertson And Danielle 
Dubowik Except Positions With Windham 
Fire  
 
Firefighters Pat Robertson and Danielle Dubowik will leave HFD to 
head east to Windham Fire on July 1st. Pat assigned to Group 1 has 
been a member of the department since May 13, 2001, and has been 
very active in Union, Association and Department activities. 
 
He took on the MDA Fund Raiser keeping Hudson’s Local number 1 
in fund raising in the state for this worthy cause. Pat and Gayle spent 
many hours last year and putting together the Firefighters Ball held 
in January. The event had not been held several years and was 
enjoyed by all attending. 
 
Within the Local Pat has served in several Board positions and 
dedicated hundreds of hour attending meeting, conferences, 
conventions, hearings and many other activities to ensure the rights 
of members and to better the service the local provided to the 
members. His boots will be hard to fill. 
 
Danielle Dubowik started with the department on March 10, 2006 as 
a call-firefighter assigned to Company 3. She was hired as a full-time 
firefighter on July 2, 2007 and was assigned to Group 2. She 
resigned from the department on September 15, 2007. She again 
joined the department as a call-firefighter earlier this year. Both Pat 
and Danielle will begin in Windham in early July. 
 
A going away gathering took place at Central Station on June 29th, 
for the two. Many department members attended to say goodbye to 
Danielle and Pat. All of us at HFD wish them both the best of luck in 
their future endeavors at Windham Fire.   
 

Crews work to free the driver of this truck after he crashed into a pole 
and dropping live wires onto his vehicle. Crews waited forty five 
minutes for the power to be shut down in the wires.  

Live Wires Delay Crash Victims Rescue 
 
A single vehicle crash that took down a telephone pole in front of 16 
Sullivan Road on June 27th, kept crews at bay until the power could 
be shut down. Dispatcher Robertson received a call from 911 
reporting the crash at 13:26. Toned to the scene were Engine 1 with 
a crew of Captain Hansen Firefighters Mamone and Chamberlain, 
Ambulance 1 with a crew of Firefighters Berube and Bavaro, Rescue 
1 with a crew of Captain Morin, Firefighters Sulin and Provencal 
and  Car 3 with Deputy Buxton.      
 
Engine 1 arrived on the scene and reported a single vehicle into a 
pole with the pole down and wires across the vehicle with the driver 
still inside. Captain Hansen made contact with the driver and for the 
next forty five minutes would talk to the injured driver explaining 
what was taking place and updating crews of the patients condition. 
 
Ambulance 1 and Rescue 1’s crews  moved to the rear of 16 
Sullivan Road with equipment to standby until the power was cut by 
PSNH. Rescue 1 secured the power to the effected homes and 
removed one occupant from the home. Deputy Buxton assisted with 
patient contact and control of the scene. 
 
PSNH reported the power off at 14:12 and crews moved in to free 
the driver. The vehicle and pole were secured by crews and the 
patient was packaged and transported to a local hospital. The call 
was placed under control at 14:15. Engine 1 would remain on the 
scene for sometime until the vehicle could be removed off the base 
of the pole. 
 

Firefighters Danielle Dubowik and Pat Robertson will be leaving HFD to 
join Windham Fire in early July.  
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           Department Profile - FDNY              
           Rescue 3 
 
This month we visit “Big Blue” Rescue 3 from the Fire Department 
of New York. Rescue 3 went into service on June 1, 1931 in the 
quarters of Ladder 17 at 341 E. 143rd St in the Bronx. Since being 
placed in service Rescue 3 has moved five times. In 1948 they moved 
to 1781 Monroe Ave with Engine 42, in 1951 they moved to Engine 
71 at 3134 Park Ave, they rejoined Engine 42 in July of 1968, then in 
August 1968 they moved to the quarters of Engine 93 at 515 West 
181 street, and then to their present quarters at 451 - 453 176th Street 
in the Bronx. 
 
Rescue 3 responds on all working fires in the 12th, 13th, and 16th 
Battalions of Manhattan and the entire Bronx. If a major building 
collapse occurs at any time in New York City, Rescue 3 responds 
with the Collapse Unit. In 2007 Rescue 3 responded to 1675 runs 
with 629 of those being workers. The House Captain is in charge of 
the company with a manning of three Lieutenants and thirty 
firefighters.  
 
Rescue 3 has a long history of awards given to the members for 
actions taken in the line of duty. They have been awarded 54 unit 
citations, and 42 individual medals of valor. Three members have 
received the departments highest award the James Gordon Bennett 
Medal.  
 
Eleven members of Rescue 3 have lost their lives in the line of duty 
eight of those died at the World Trade Center Collapse on September 
11, 2001. They include Captain Brian Hickey who was the 
commander of Rescue 4 in Queens but was covering Rescue 3 on 
September 11th, Christopher Blackwell a 12 year member of Rescue 
3, Tommy Foley a two year member of the rescue, Tom Gambino 
was with the rescue for 18 months, Ray Meisenheimer who served 10 
years with the rescue, five year member Don Regan, Gerry Schrang 
who served in the busiest companies in the Bronx before transferring 
to the rescue and Joseph Spor who transferred to Rescue 3 a life long 
dream just three weeks prior to September 11, 2001.    
 
Housed at Rescue 3 are three pieces of apparatus the Rescue is a 
2002 Emergency One Cab & Chassis with a Saulsbury Custom Box. 
each rescue carries a wide range of tools and equipment to many to 
name here to handle any type of emergency. Each of the five rescue 
companies are also assigned a specialty rescue expertise. 
  
The collapse rescue unit is a 2002 GMC cab and a Super Vac Trailer 
which is loaded with the equipment and wood to handle any type of 
building collapse, trench collapse, airplane crash, train derailment or 
other major emergency. The unit is equipped to operate up to four 
hours before needing to be re-supplied. The nickname for the truck is 
the Home Depot on wheels.  
 
Also stationed with Rescue 3 is a Recuperation and Care Unit know 
as RAC 3. RAC 3 is built on a 2005 Ford F-350 chassis with a 
Reading utility body. Each station that has a RAC unit has an ice 
machine to keep on board coolers full the truck also carries drinking 
water, disposable towels, chairs, cots, E-Z Up canopies, tents, 
heaters, blankets, showers and misting fans. There 5 RAC units one 
in each Borough manned by firefighters on light duty.  
 
See Rescue 3 continued on page 8 

Top photo: Rescue 3 operates a 2002 Emergency One Cab & Chassis 
with a Saulsbury Custom Box. Second photo: The collapse rescue unit 
is a 2002 GMC cab and a Super Vac Trailer. Third photo: RAC 3 is 
built on a 2005 Ford F-350 chassis with a Reading utility body. Bottom 
photo: This vintage VW Bug is owned by a member of Rescue 3 and 
used in public events. 
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Al St Louis is the departments newest member. 

Al St Louis Joins The Ranks 
 
The Department has a new dispatcher Al St Louis worked his first 
shift on June 23rd. Al comes to us from Nashua where he resides 
with his wife. Al’s hobby is Barbershop singing and is a member of 
a local group.  Al will be working the swing shift after he completes 
his five weeks of training. 
 
Please stop by and welcome Al into the department. 

Chief Murray instructs the counselors from the Recreation Center 
CPR on June 27th. 

Department Members Provide CPR 
Training To The Community 
 
Department members were busy instructing CPR to several groups 
in June. Ten members of the Safety Team at the Hills Garrison 
School received CPR and AED training on June 12th. 
 
Twenty of the school districts secretaries received CPR and AED 
training on June 26th. The school district received a grant to 
purchase AED’s for each school and the secretaries were chosen to  

be the trained personnel for these units. The last group to receive the 
training was the Summer counselors for the Towns Recreation Center. 
Twenty five counselors were also trained in CPR and AED usage.  
 
This training makes the town of Hudson that much safer to its 
residents and visitors when a heart attack occurs. 

The Firefighter A & B Class being held in Hudson donated many items 
to The American Legion Post 48 to send to our soldiers over seas. A big 
thanks to Dan Skafas for heading up this project. 

Rescue 3 continued from page 8 
 
A Recuperation and Care unit is assigned on a working fire or second 
alarm depending on how many are in service at the time.  
 
Also quartered at Rescue 3 is a vintage VW Bug. This Bug is owned 
by a member of Rescue 3 and used in public events. Rescue 3 is well 
equipped to handle any type of emergency that takes place in the 
Bronx or New York City. The firefighters are well trained and are the 
bravest of the bravest.  

Rescue 3 is pictured outside its quarters on 176th Street in the Bronx. 
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TailTail   
BoardBoard 

Fire Chiefs car 1970’s This training burn took place in January of 1985 were now Subaru of Nashua 
is located. 

Hudson divers search the Nashua River for a sunken car 
behind Dunkin Donuts on Main Street on January 29, 1992.  

This fire in a single family home took place on Lowell Road in 1973. 




