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Firefighter Jay Sliver and 
Captain Scott Tice battle 
a 5 alarm fire at 126 Vine 
Street in Nashua on 
February 9, 2009. 
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Retired Firefighter 
Raymond Parker passed 
away on July 15, 2009. 
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Firefighter  

Raymond Parker 



Explorer Post members Brendan Welch, Chris McClure, Corey Pierpont 
and Andrew Pilon attended the New Hampshire Fire Explorer Training 
Academy. 

Members Attend New Hampshire Fire 
Explorer Training Academy 
 
Hudson Explorer Post members Brendan Welch, Chris McClure, 
Corey Pierpont and Andrew Pilon attended the New Hampshire Fire 
Explorer Training Academy held at the New Hampshire Fire 
Academy in Concord from June 26th until July 2nd. The week long 
academy takes place each year in June with explorers from around the 
state participating. The academy prepares young adults ages 14 to 21 
for success in the Fire Service.  
 
Chris McClure completed his second year of attendance and became 
certified in Wildland Fire Control. Explorers Brendan Welch, Corey 
Pierpont and Andrew Pilon attended their first Academy and 
completed training in Firefighter Orientation, Protective Clothing, Fire 
Behavior, Fire Investigation, Salvage and Overhaul and were certified 
in CPR and the use of an AED. 
 
Two Hudson Explorers were recognized for their performance during 
the academy Explorer Chris McClure's and members of Bravo Platoon 
received the Honor Group Award for outstanding team work and 
workmanship and Andrew Pilon completed the fasted time for 
donning a full set of fire gear with a time of 39 seconds.  
 
Graduation was held on July 2nd, at the Fire Academy in Concord 
with many family, friends and department members on hand. 
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                                        July - 292                            
                               Year Total - 2096 
 

Firefighter Ray Parker Remembered 
 
Retired Firefighter Ray Parker passed away on July 15, 2009. Ray 
was a 25 year member of the department and served with Engine 
Company #3. Ray retired from his firefighting duties on December 
20, 2000 but continued serving with the fire prevention division 
working as support staff and assigned to the Departments Fire 
Education Trailer. 
 
In 2003 he was awarded a Rescue Medal Class 1 for actions he took 
in 1963 to recover the body of a drowning victim in the Merrimack 
River. Also in 2003 Ray received the Leon Hammond Community 
Service Award for his hundreds of volunteer hours performing 
public education and department operations duties.    
 
Ray served with the New Hampshire Army National Guard from 
1949 to 1991. He was assigned to the HMB 1/172 Artillery and held 
a rank of Staff Sergeant. 
 
He was very active within the community as a members of the 
Nashua Fish and Game and he was an instructor for Hunter Safety 
Education. He was also very active with his church participating in 
many activities and especially the church dinners. On his time off he 
enjoyed SCUBA Diving and Sky Diving.  
 
A memorial service was held at the First Baptist Church of Hudson 
on July 28th. Many family, friend and large contingent of 
department members retired and active attended the service. Fire 
Department Chaplin Pastor Howe lead the sermon with Fire 
Prevention Officer Steve Dube speaking of Ray’s life and his 
dedication to the town of Hudson and his service to the United 
States.  
 
After the service those in attendance met in the basement of the 
church for refreshments and fellowship. Ray is survived by his wife 
June a son Gerald and daughter Kathleen. All of us at HFD send our 
condolences to Rays family.   

Retired Firefighter Ray Parker passed away on July 15, 2009. 



Inflatable Rescue Boat Placed Into 
Service 
 
The department placed a new inflatable rescue boat into service on 
July 24th. The boat was manufactured by Mercury Marine and is 12’ 
long with a Mercury 20 horse power four stroke engine. The boat 
equipment package included high-volume air pump, repair kit, oars, 
benches and trailer. 
 
The new inflatable will hold 6 persons or a weight up to 1675 
pounds. Its size allows for quick in service time at Merrill Park to 
cover the Merrimack River between the Veterans Bridge and 
Sagamore Bridge. The boats quick in service time will come in 
handy particularly at the Veterans Bridge. With the Merrill Park 
launch site just down river from the bridge and old train trestle 
pillars it will make a fast response time to the many reports of 
jumpers from these locations the department responds to each 
summer. The boat replaces a well worn 8’ inflatable that has seen 
many repairs and was in need of replacement.  

Firefighters Haerinck and Winsor train with the departments new  
Mercury 12’ inflatable boat which was placed on service on July 24th. 
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Trauma Team Called For Fatal 
Motorcycle Accident 
 
Dispatcher Morton received several 911 calls at 14:54 on July 11th, 
reporting a motorcycle/car accident at the intersection of Derry and 
Page Roads. Toned to the scene were Engine 4 with a crew of 
Lieutenant Paquette and Firefighters Sliver and Rich and Ambulance 1 
with a crew of Firefighters Lappin and Provencal. The crash occurred 
when a car crossed in to the path of the motorcycle resulting in the 
motorcycle hitting the cars passenger side. 
 
A Litchfield Firefighter arrived at the scene and reported a 
motorcyclist down not responsive suffering from a severe head injury. 
After evaluating the patient a Med Flight Helicopter was requested to 
the scene. Litchfield C1 arrived on the scene was requested to assume 
command. With all Hudson crews were treating the patient additional 
help was requested by command and Litchfield Engine 4 was toned to 
the scene.   
 
The Med Flight Helicopter had an arrival time of 40 minutes and 
command cancelled the helicopter and the Trauma Team at the Med 
Center was activated. Crews packaged the patient and transported to 
the hospital. Due the patients injuries a helicopter was called to the 
hospital. Ambulance 1 transported the patient to the landing sight for a 
flight to Boston.  
 
Litchfield crews remained on the scene and assisted with cleanup and 
the accident investigation. The second driver received minor injury 
and was not transported by ambulance. On July 12th, the motorcycle 
driver died of the injuries in a Boston Hospital.   

Litchfield crews stand by after this motorcycle/car crash at the 
intersection of Derry and Page Roads on July 11th.  

Deputy Carter takes the helm while waiting to pick up the new 
inflatable boat. 
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Firefighter Tom Sullivan along with other Group 1 members 
participated in Big Truck Day held at the Rodgers Library on July 8th.  

Group 3 members responded to this 2 vehicle crash in front of 49 Lowell 
Road on July 10th, one patient was transported to the hospital.   

Overheated Compressor Causes Smoke 
Condition 
 
An overheated compressor in a large commercial building on July 
13th, kept companies busy. Dispatcher Boucher received a call at 
05:24 reporting smoke in the building at 32 Executive Drive. Toned 
to the scene were Engine 4 with a crew of Lieutenant Paquette, 
Firefighters Cormier and Brideau, Engine 2 with a crew of Captain 
Hansen and Firefighters Bradish and Weeks and Ladder 2 with a 
crew of Firefighters Mamone and Lappin. 
 
Engine 4 arrived on the scene at 05:31 and reported light smoke 
showing. Upon making entry into the building crews encountered a 
heavy smoke condition. Engine 2 laid a supply in from a hydrant on 
Executive Drive with Engine 4 hand jacking a supply line to another 
hydrant in front of the building. Ladder 2 was assigned to put the 
aerial to the roof to check that area for any signs of fire. 
 
As crews continued to search they determined more help would be 
needed. At 05:34 an additional engine was requested to the scene. 
With Engine 3 out of service and Engine 1 without manpower 
Rescue 1 with a crew of Captain Morin, Firefighters Weaver, Morin, 
Explorer Pilon, Chief Murray, Deputies Carter and Buxton and a 
Nashua engine were toned to the scene.  
 
On arrival Deputy Carter assumed command. Rescue 1 was assigned 
to perform a primary search of the building with Nashua’s engine 
staging. The call was placed under control at 06:14. The Nashua 
engine was returned with Hudson crews remaining on the scene 
venting the building. 

            Department Anniversaries 
             

                       
                          Everett Chaput 7/7/1998 
                          Dave Pierpont 7/9/2000 
                          Todd Berube 7/1/2002 
                          Martin Conlon 7/1/2002 
                          Jim Lappin 7/1/2002 
                          Mike Mallen 7/1/2002 
                          Greg Rich 7/1/2007 
                        

Ladder 2’s crew readies to go to the roof on July 13th, to check for 
ventilation points during a smoke condition call at 32 Executive Drive. 
Photo by Gary Rodgers 
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Two Injured in Dracut Road Head-On 
Crash 
 
Two drivers were transported from a head-on crash in the area of 
127 Dracut Road on July 15th. Dispatcher Glenn received numerous 
911 calls at 10:58 reporting the crash. Toned to the scene was 
Engine 4 with a crew of Lieutenant Dube and Firefighters Sulin and 
Rich and Ambulance 1 with a crew of Firefighters Haerinck and 
Sullivan.  
 
Ambulance 1 arrived on the scene at 11:08 and reported a two 
vehicle accident and requested a second ambulance to the scene. 
Engine 4 arrived on the scene and found that one patient was trapped 
in their vehicle and extrication would be needed. Ambulance 3 with 
a crew of Firefighters Crane and Blinn were toned to the scene as the 
second in ambulance and Deputy Carter responded to the scene in 
Car 2. As Engine 4 used its set of spreaders to begin removing a 
door, Rescue 1 with a crew of Captains Morin, Brough and 
Firefighters Lappin and Smith were requested to the scene.  
 
As Rescue 1 arrived on the scene Engine 4 had the door opened and 
Rescue 1 was assigned to remove hazards from the vehicles. The 
call was placed under control at 11:28. Both patients were taken to 
Nashua hospitals for treatment.     

This is the scene on July 15th, after a two vehicle head-on crash in the 
area of 127 Dracut Road. Crews used the rescue tool to free one driver. 

Marine 1 Assists With Possible River 
Rescue 
 
Dispatcher Glenn received a call from Litchfield Fire on July 1st, 
requesting Marine 1 to assist with the search for possible trapped 
people on an island in the Merrimack River. Marine 1 with a crew of 
Captain Hansen and Firefighters Mamone and Chamberlain were 
toned to the scene at 12:08.  
 
A Litchfield resident off of Naticook Road reported hearing people 
on an island in the middle of the river the night before and that they  

may be trapped. Litchfield launched their boat from behind St Francis 
Church with Marine 1 being launched from Greeley Park in Nashua. 
 
Both crews had to deal with high water and a fast moving current due 
to the many days of rain that had taken place. Marine 1 circled the 
island checking the shoreline and water for any evidence while 
Litchfield’s crew went ashore to search the island.  
Litchfield’s Chief Schofield and Deputy Buxton stood by on the 
opposite shore commanding the operation. The call was placed under 
control at 13:44 with no one found. 

Marine 1 meets up with Litchfield's boat to begin the search of an island 
in the Merrimack River on July 1st. 

Firefighter Shawn Chamberlain accepts a donation during the July 18th, 
MDA Boot Drive. The second drive of the year collected $5049.21 for a 
year total of $11,598.89. 
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Crews await orders at the command post during the electrical fire at 
23 Executive Drive on July 23rd. 

Crews Respond To Electrical Fire 
 
A box alarm called companies to 23 Executive Drive on July 23rd, 
at 11:33. Crews had responded to and other box alarm at the 
building a half hour before and found nothing. A reduced 
assignment of Engine 4 with a crew of Lieutenant Kearns and 
Firefighters Sulin and Rich was sent to the second box.  
 
On arrival the building was evacuated and nothing was showing. 
Engine 4 found the same zone in alarm and checked the building 
and again found no smoke or fire. As the crew was readying to clear 
the scene an occupant reported smoke in the building.  
 
At 11:46 Engine 4 requested a first alarm. Toned to the scene were 
Engine 2 with a crew of Captain Morin, Firefighters Sullivan and 
Berube, Engine 1 with a crew of Firefighters Lambert and Crane, 
Ladder 2 with a crew of Firefighters Sands, Carrier, Chamberlain 
and Skafas, Car 2 with Deputy Carter, Car 3 with Deputy Buxton 
and Car 3 with Safety Officer Captain Grebinar. 
 
Engine 4 found smoke in a electrical room were the power 
disconnect came into the building. Upon further investigating fire 
was found burning in the panel box. Due to high voltage C0 2 
extinguishers where used to contain the fire until PSNH arrived on 
the scene. Deputy Carter assumed command and assigned Engine 2 
to perform a primary search of the 2 story commercial building. 
Deputy Buxton took operations with Ladder 2 assigned to vent the 
building with Engine 1 taking a hydrant. Captain Grebinar assisted 
with a search of the building.  
 
The fire was contained to the electrical panel with no extension to 
the building. PSNH shut down the power and the call was placed 
under control at 12:03. A Nashua engine and ladder were called to 
cover Central Station during the call.  
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The department recently has taken on other community services and 
entered into new job descriptions for members. Top photo: Fire 
Prevention has become The DTV Transition Unit responding to the needs 
of TV viewers that are having trouble with their digital reception. 
Bottom photo: With the trash bags stored on top of Engine 4 it has been 
mistaken for a Pinard Waste Systems Truck. 
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Retired Firefighter Leo McClure stitched this quilt  “The Home of the 
Brave. Members of HFD signed the quilt which was given to the family 
of Army Staff Sergeant Edmond Lilo who was killed on June 13, 2009 
while disposing of a bomb in Samarra City, Iraq. 

Retired Firefighter Leo McClure 
Stitched Quilt For Soldiers Family 
 
Retired Firefighter Leo McClure has been stitching quilts for the 
last seven years. He has a grandson that is serving in the Army and 
wanted to help in some way honor those soldiers that died in the 
service of their country and their families.  
 
Leo did this by using his quilting talent to make a quilt with the 
name “Home of the Brave”. The quilt took four to five days to 
complete in his home. Once completed he brought the quilt to 
Central Station to get signatures of those on duty. Leo stated “I felt 
it was fitting that the signatures on the quilt are of those that also 
serve.” 
 
This quilt is part of hundreds that are crafted each year by 
volunteers throughout the country that craft quilts that will 
eventually be given to a family who lost someone in the service to 
their country.  
 
Leo’s quilt was given to the family of Army Staff Sergeant Edmond 
Lilo of Salem who was 23 at the time of his death. Staff Sergeant 
Lilo was killed on June 13, 2009 while disposing of a bomb in 
Samarra City, Iraq. 
 
Thank you Leo for your time and effort to comfort and remember 
those who gave their lives protecting our country.     

Department To Purchase New 
Ambulance  
 
Chief Murray met with the Board of Selectmen on July 14th, to 
present the bids to purchase a new ambulance. The bids were 
received from Sugarloaf Rescue Vehicles, Demers Ambulance and 
AEV. The monies to purchase this ambulance were voted on at the 
March 2009 Town Meeting.  
 
The lowest bid came from AEV out of Mexico Maine with a price of 
$152,692. The ambulance will be built on a 2009 Ford E450 Type 
III Class 1 chassis. The cost of the unit will be $152,692. With 
additional options other deductions in the amount of $13,200 ending 
with a cost of $143,378.50. This money will come from the capital 
reserve fund. 
 
 Sum of $1,400 will also be used from the capital reserve fund to 
install radios into the new ambulance.     

Top photo: All groups trained on water rescue, back boarding and 
removal of victims of swimming pool accidents during the month of 
July. Bottom photo: Lt Chaput let his hair down during the training. A 
big thanks goes out to Captain Steve Gannon for the use of his pool for 
the training. Bottom photo by Steve Gannon 
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Area Firefighters Tour The Boston Fire 
Department 
 
Firefighters and explorers from Hudson, Nashua, Litchfield, 
Londonderry, Manchester, Merrimack, Mont Vernon, Derry, 
Tyngsboro Mass, Bangor International Airport, family members 
and friends traveled to Boston Mass on July 25th, to take part in a 
day long tour of the Boston Fire Department.   
 
The day started at the Boston Fire Museum located a 344 Congress 
Street. Members were served a continental breakfast and a short 
presentation by Tour Guide Retired Malden Mass Fire Chief Frank 
Fitzgerald. The first leg of the tour took place in the Charlestown 
and North Ends of the city. The bus passed by Engine 32 which was 
closed for the day due to brown out station closings, effects of the 
departments budget troubles. Then to Engine 50 the oldest 
operating firehouse in the city. Engine 50 is located at 34 Winthrop 
Street which is a very narrow street with the firehouse in the middle 
of a block of attached 2 and 3 story row houses. 
 
The first stop of the tour was the Purchase Street Station home of 
Division 1, District 6, Engine 10, Tower Ladder 3, Rescue 1 and 
several special units. The house is located at 125 Purchase Street 
and is unique due to it being in the bottom 3 floors of a high-rise 
building in downtown. Members viewed the apparatus, toured the 
station and a large display of photographs of historical fires, 
rescues, apparatus and the men that have served in the companies. 
Several members children got a ride in the bucket of Tower Ladder 
3.    
 
Members then enjoyed a hot and cold buffet back at the museum 
and a tour of Boston Tactical Command Unit. This unit was 
donated to the department by the Leary Firefighters Foundation. 
The units operates a 2004 Ford Excursion, this size vehicle was 
chosen to get through the cities traffic and respond to emergency 
scenes faster. The TCU is manned by an assigned dispatcher and 
responds to working fires and above along with other emergencies. 
 
Members were treated to a view of the past when they visited the 
wooden hulled retired fireboat Joseph J. Luna. This boat was named 
for Firefighter Luna of Ladder 9 who was killed during World War 
II while serving his country. When in placed in service the boat was 
designated as Engine 47. The Luna served as a minesweeper for the 
Navy and converted into a fireboat in 1947. Today the deck guns 
have been removed and the boat serves as a privates residence and 
business office. 
 
One remarkable thing about Chief Fitzgerald was his knowledge of 
the Boston Fire Department but more was his knowledge of the 
location of alarm boxes in the city. As we traveled to many areas of 
the city he would be asked the number of a corner box and he 
would get it right every time. Over the years he had memorized 
every the location and box number in the city! 
 
Another interesting fact about Boston's box system is that like every 
city false alarms were a real problem. Back in the sixties and early 
seventy's companies ran to many false alarms. A member of the fire 
alarm division came up with a way to end the problem.  
 
 
See Tour continued on page 10 

Top photo: Several department members kids got a ride in the bucket of 
Boston Tower Ladder 3. Middle photo: The tour group in front of Boston 
Ladder 19 in South Boston. Bottom photo: Boston ladder 19 and Engine 
2.   
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Tour continued from page 9 
 
The department turned all the street boxes around so they faced the 
street. This put who ever pulled a box into plain sight on the street 
side. False alarms dropped greatly.  
 
The tour then moved on to the South Boston to the quarters of  
Engine 39 and Ladder 18 from there the tour moved to the quarters 
of Engine 2 and Ladder 19 also located in South Boston. Here 
members took photos, purchased t-shirts and the big hit was the 
bakery across the street. 
 
Then on to Engine 24 and Ladder 23 in in the Grove Hall section of 
Dorchester. These companies are two of the busiest in the city. 
Engine 42 and Rescue 2 where the next stop. Located Roxbury at 
1870 Columbus Ave. Rescue 2 is the busiest rescue in the city.  The 
last house visited was the home of Engine 33 and Ladder 15 at 941 
Boylston St in the Back Bay section of Boston. This house is one of 
the oldest in service in the city. These companies were the first on 
the scene at the Vendome Hotel Fire that took place on June 17, 
1972 and went to 4 alarms. At 5:28 PM, the southeast section of the 
building collapsed trapping and taking the lives of nine firefighters.  
 
The Vendome Memorial was the next stop for the tour. The 
memorial was dedicated on June 17th 1997 and is located across 
the street from the still standing building. Chief Fitzgerald spoke of 
the fire that he responded to and after a prayer was said for the 
deceased firefighters. 
 
The last stop of the day was at the site of the Coconut Grove fire. 
Although the building has long been torn down and a parking lot 
now is located on the site two plaques mark the spot where the fire 
occurred. On November 28, 1942, the nightclub burned in what 
remains the deadliest nightclub fire in United States history, killing 
492 people and injuring hundreds more. 
 
Along the trip many retired firehouse’s were passed with a brief 
history being told about them plus many other historical Boston 
sites were covered.  
 
A big thank you goes out to Retired Malden Mass Fire Chief Frank 
Fitzgerald for being our tour guide and his vast knowledge of the 
Boston Fire Department. Also thanks goes out to the members of 
the Boston Sparks Association for their hospitality and to the 
officers, firefighters and dispatchers of the Boston Fire Department 
for allowing us to invade their stations, view their apparatus, 
answered every question and opened up their t-shirt cabinets, they 
went above and beyond to make our day great.  

Top photo: The plaque that marks the entrance of were the Coconut 
Grove Night Club once stood. middle photo: The retired fire boat Joseph 
Luna. Bottom photo: The Vendome Memorial. Bottom photo by Al Boucher 
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Three teen-aged boys swimming in the Souheagan River in Wilton on 
July 24th, where sweep over a dam becoming trapped by the hydraulics 
of the dam. Two of the boys where sent clear by the current one 
remained trapped photo above: he was rescued by firefighters.  Photos By 
Sean Mamone 

Ambulance 1 and Litchfield responded to the vehicle pole accident on 
July 26th, on the Charles Bancroft Highway near the Litchfield Fire 
Station. In the far left of the photo the vehicle that hit the pole can be 
seen. Photo By Dan Skafas 

Association Has New Storage Building 
 
Over the last few years the Relief Association and Local have shared 
a storage building on Old Derry Road. With the economy in a 
recession and expenses up a new home was found. 
 
As of August 1st, the Associations records, replacement parts for 
Squad A and the Squad have been moved to a new location on Able 
Street.  
 
The unit at A1 Storage is 10’ X 25’ and has sufficient room for the 
groups needs.  Developer Manny Sousa assisted the Association in 
obtaining the unit and also assisted with pricing.   

Nashua and Manchester crews ready to bring divers out on to Lake 
Massabesic in Auburn to look for a drowning victim on July 15th. Photo 
By Al Boucher 
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           Department Profile: Colebrook         
           NH Fire Department 
 
This month we visit the Colebrook NH Fire Department. Colebrook 
is located on the New Hampshire Great North Woods on the banks of 
the Connecticut River and is bordered by the towns of Columbia, 
Stewartstown, Dixville Notch and Beecher Falls Vermont.  
 
The town is 40.8 miles in size with a population of around 2,500 with 
the winter populations swelling with visitors enjoying fishing, hunting 
and the many winter sports the area has to offer. 
 
The Colebrook Fire Department was organized in 1880. The 
department is commanded by Chief Robert Lawton with 30  
volunteer officers and firefighters. The department in 2008 responded 
to 126 calls for service. The department handles fire and rescue 
duties.  
 
Dispatching is completed by Colebrook Communication Center 
which handles all fire, medical and police service in the area. Medical 
responses are handled by the Colebrook Ambulance Corps is based at 
Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital. 
 
 Colebrook Fire has a long proud history and many large devastating 
fires. The town suffered many fire that burned several buildings at a 
time and effecting the community as a whole. In 1804/05 the brick 
yard burned, on June 19, 1820 the Smith & Pratt Woolen Mill 
Factory Village burned and also in 1820 the Main Street Bridge 
burned. 
 
A fire burned 40 buildings on the east side of Main Street between 
Pleasant and Parsons Streets on July 24, 1870. At the time of the 
blaze there was no fire department and a citizen bucket brigade tried 
to contain the flames.  Towns people had Main Street mostly re-built 
with in six weeks of the fire.  
 
On January 19, 1880 the Towns Board of Selectmen voted to form 
the Colebrook Village Fire Precinct. The Precinct purchased a hook 
and ladder and in 1881 a Hummeman Hand Tub named Mohawk was 
placed in service. Also on the roster was a 1880’s chemical soda tank 
apparatus. On April 8, 1881 land was purchased and with in a year a 
fire station was built. In 1882 the first fire hydrants were installed. In 
the late 1880’s the fire paid member was hire to care for the fire 
house. 
 
In 1888 the first fire company was formed the “Mohawk” with a crew 
of 40 men that were paid $5.00 a year. The Colebrook house a large 3 
story wooden building suffered a devastating fire on July 12, 1893. In 
1895 and other large 3 story building the Monadnock House was 
destroyed by fire. The Parson House a large 4 story building was also 
destroy by fire in 1895. 
 
In 1899 the Norris block burned. At the time firefighters were alerted 
for fires by the towns church bells being rung, a whistle at the 
Hammond Saw Mill and by word of mouth.  
 
Much of Main Street burned again on July 8, 1901. The Colebrook 
House was re-built after the 1893 fire burned again on May 24, 1903. 
Several building burned on July 29, 1903. On April 10, 1904 the first 
Paddy Acre fire took place.  
    
See Colebrook continued on page 13 

Top photo: Engine 1 is a 1976 Mack MB-600. Middle photo: Engine 2 is 
a 1962 International. Bottom photo: Engine 3 is a 1986 Pierce built on a 
Ford L8000 chassis. 
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Colebrook continued from page 12 
 
The formalization of the department took place in 1904. At that time 
the chief was appointed by the Fire Wards. The department apparatus 
in 1921 included 1 hand tub, 1hook & ladder, 1 chemical cart, 2 hose 
carts and a combination chemical/hose auto.  
 
In February of 1922 Colebrook sent 100 men by train to assist West 
Stewartstown and Beecher Falls  Vermont firefighters battle a blaze 
at the W.F. Allen Co and Parker Mill Fire. In 1929 the department 
purchases a motorized ladder truck and in 1931 a Chevrolet engine 
was purchase.   
 
On September 17, 1931 the Bluebird Pavilion burned and Town hall 
suffered a fire in 1938. Through the years many large fire still struck 
the town with its firefighters answering the call to protect the citizens.  
 
Today the department operates from one station located at 18 
Pleasant Street. Housed in this station are 3 engines, 1 ladder, 1 
rescue and a tanker. 
 
Engine 1 is a 1974 Mack MB-600 with a 1250 gpm pump and 1000 
gallon water tank. Engine 2 is a 1962 Howe/International with a 750 
gpm pump and 600 gallon water tank. Engine 3 is a 1986 Pierce built 
on a Ford L8000 chassis with a 1000 gpm pump and a 1000 gallon 
water tank. 
 
Rescue 1 is a 2006 GMC medium duty rescue with a set of auto 
rescue tools and air bags.  
 
Quint 6 1 is a 1992 LTI with a 75’ Aerial, 1500 gpm pump and 500 
gallon water tank. 
 
Tanker 1 is built on a 1988 Mack R686ST chassis and has a 160gpm 
(forest fire service woods pump) and 4200 gallon water tank. 
 
The Colebrook Fire Department strives to provide excellent fire 
protection to their community and will meet the many challenges that 
they will face in the future.  
 
Appreciation is extended to Colebrook Firefighter Mike Collins for 
his time and providing the information on the Colebrook Fire 
Department and to David Collins for allowing the use of  his Power 
Point on the history of the Department. 

Top photo: Quint 6 1 is a 1992 LTI 75‘ Quint. Middle photo: Rescue 1 
is a 2006 GMC medium duty rescue. Bottom photo: Tanker 1 is a 1988 
Mack R686ST.  

"The best way to get a bad rule 
repealed, is to enforce it strictly."  

 
Abraham Lincoln 
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Eric Weeks caught 3 Stripers on July 13th. Sean Mamone caught 1 Striper. 

Marty Conlon caught 9 Skates none were keepers. Todd Hansen caught 1 Striper and it was to small and had to be thrown 
back. 

Tail 
Board 




