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Front Cover 
 
Firefighter Jim Lappin and 
Captain Steve Gannon 
during a snow storm on 
February 12, 2006. 
 
Photo By The Hudson Heat 

Back Cover 
 
Firefighter Toby 
Provencal on 11/23/2008. 
 
Photo by the Hudson Heat 
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The Kingston NH Fire Department placed this 2008 KME Rescue 
Pumper into service in January. The truck is equipped with a 1500 gpm 
pump, 1000 gallon water tank and a set of auto rescue tools.   

Nashua Firefighters battled this fully involved mobile home fire at 15 
Eric Ave on December 24, 2008.  Al Boucher photo 

Boston Ladder 26 Lieutenant Kevin M. Kelley died in the line of duty on 
January 9, 2009. A Boston Fire Department photo 

Members Attend Boston Lieutenant’s 
Services 
 
A Boston Fire Department Lieutenant died in the line of duty after the 
ladder truck he was riding was involved in a vehicle accident. 
Lieutenant Kelly was 52 years old and was assigned to Ladder 26 
operating from the Huntington Avenue Fire Station with Engine 37 
and District 5 Chief.   
 
Lieutenant Kelly died at the scene after Ladder 26 crashed into a 
building while returning from a medical call shortly after 14:30 on 
January 9th. Ladder 26’s crew reported they had lost their brakes and 
were out of control as they came down Parker Hill Avenue in the 
Mission Hill Section of Boston. Parker Hill Avenue has a steep grade 
as it comes out on Huntington Avenue. The ladder crossed Huntington 
Ave a four lane road, struck two parked vehicles, the crashed through 
a large brick wall then smashed into a high-rise residential building at 
835 Huntington Ave. The trucks cab embedded in the building.  
 
Lieutenant Kelly was trapped in the cab of the truck and it was two 
hours before his body could be extricated. Both of Boston’s Heavy 
Rescue Companies and the Collapse Rescue along with several engine 
and ladder companies worked to free the trapped lieutenant. As the 
lieutenants body was carried from the building other firefighters 
formed a line outside, their helmets over their hearts as his body was 
carried out to an ambulance. Three other firefighters in the ladder 
were transported to Boston Hospitals one with serious injuries, all will 
survive their injuries. Several children and adults in the in a computer 
classroom at the time the truck hit the building also suffered minor 
injuries and were taken to Boston Hospitals.  
 
Crew members said that while the truck was traveling down the hill 
out of control Lieutenant Kelly radioed Boston Fire Alarm of the 
situation turned to his crew members in the jump seats ensuring   
 
See Boston Lieutenant continued on page 4 
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Boston Lieutenant continued from page 3 
 
they were seat belted limiting the injury or possible death and what 
saved many on the street was the continuous sounding of Ladder 26’s 
horn warning pedestrians and motor vehicles on Huntington Ave.   
 
Department members Todd Hansen, Marty Conlon, Gerry Carrier, 
Gayle Robertson, Corey and Dave Morin traveled to Quincy Mass 
for the funeral service on January 14th. Thousands of firefighters 
from across the United States and Canada gathered at St Anne's 
Church to honor the fallen lieutenant. In cold temperatures with wind 
chills below zero they lined the street as Ladder 26 the flower wagon 
and Engine 37 carrying the casket passed by.  
 
Speakers at the service told of Lieutenant Kelly’s dedication to his 
family, being a devoted firefighter and how he could be relied on to 
get the job done. President of the Boston Firefighters Local 718 
Edward A. Kelly spoke of his " master's degree in busting chops," 
during his eulogy. His sister spoke of a side of  him not many knew 
at times with humor and other times with great joy of the memories 
the family will always have and his feeling for his three daughters. 
She then spoke of his devotion to the fire department repeating a 
statement he made during the show Firehouse USA about being a 
good firefighter. He said “I think I am a good firefighter, I hope I am 
a good firefighter, Its what the other guys think that counts, If one of 
them say hey he’s a good jake I don’t mind working for him, it’s the 
best complement you can get.” 
 
Lieutenant Kelly had received a Commissioners Unit Citation in 
1997 for rescuing several people from a burning building in 
Roxbury. On August 29, 2007 Lieutenant Kelly and his crew 
responded to a 4 alarm fire at the Tai Ho Restaurant where two 
Boston Firefighters lost their lives. He and his crew entered the front 
door of the burning and collapsing building and found and removed 
one of the missing firefighters from the building. He was awarded the 
Martin Pierce Medal of Valor during the services posthumously. The 
award was presented to his wife.     
 
Lieutenant Kelly was also seen often in the Discovery Channel's 
"Firehouse USA," a 2005 series about firefighters. He took the film 
crew under his wings and played a main roll in the documentary. 
 
Lieutenant Kelly leaves behind a wife and three grown daughters. All 
of us at HFD send our condolences to his family and to the members 
of the Boston Fire Department.  

Top photo: Engine 37 carrying the casket of Boston Lieutenant Kevin 
Kelly passes thousands of saluting firefighters attending his services on 
January 14th. Middle photo: Ladder 26 served as the flower wagon. 
Bottom photo: Firefighters enter St Anne’s Church for the services. 
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First Alarm Companies Handle Ceiling 
Fire  
 
A ceiling fire at 24 Hickory Street cause minor damage to a split 
level style home. Dispatcher Morton received a 911 call at 11:43 
reporting the fire. Toned to the scene were Engine 2 with a crew of 
Captain Gannon and Firefighters Winsor and Chamberlain, Engine 
4 with a crew of Lieutenant Kearns and Firefighters Pike and 
Mallen, Ladder 2 with a crew of Captain Morin and Firefighters 
Morin, Jarry and Williams along with Chief Murray. Engine 3 was 
dispatched but did not respond due to the lack of manpower. 
 
Engine 4 arrived on the scene at 11:50 and reported nothing 
showing but shortly after reported fire in a bathroom ceiling and 
began opening up. Fire had extended to the attic of the home but 
was quickly contained. Ladder 2 put the aerial to the roof with 
Engine and Ladder 2’s assisting with salvage. The fire was under 
control at 12:00. 
 
Crews remained on the scene for a time overhauling. Damage was 
limited to the bathroom of the home. Fire Prevention Officer Dube 
investigated for a cause.    

During the month of January crews completed training on auto 
extrication and cribbing techniques. The training was held at Station 1. 
Photo by Kevin Grebinar 

Ambulance 1 Responds To Derry 
Interstate 93 Pileup 
 
A multiple vehicle pileup on Interstate 93 between exits 3 and 4 
north bound in Derry on January 11th, required the response of 
numerous ambulances to the scene. A snow storm was in progress at 
the time of the crash making area roadways very hazardous. 
Ambulance 1 with a crew of Firefighters Sullivan and Armand first 
were dispatched to a medical in Windham then at 09:35 to the scene 
of the accident. 
 
Crews treated 19 injured patients from forty six cars, two tractor 
trailers, three buses and eight other trucks for a total of 59 vehicles 
involved in the crash. Ambulance 1 transported one patient from the 
scene to a Methuen Mass Hospital. In coming ambulances were 
staged at the Burger King on Route 102 in Londonderry until they 
were needed at the scene.   
 
Most of the injuries were minor consisting of broken bones. One 
person was freed from his pickup truck that was pinned under a 
tractor trailer. It took crews operating the jaws one hour to free the 
patient who had minor injury. Three triage areas were set up on the 
highway to evaluate the patients. Eighty other people not injured in 
the crash were transported by bus off the highway. 
 
A total of 20 ambulances were called to the scene from Goffstown 
Bedford, Pelham, Tri Town, Hudson, Londonderry, Salem, Derry, 
Windham, Nashua and Manchester Rockingham Ambulances and 
Methuen Mass.  

On January 17th, Nashua battled a working basement fire in this single 
family home at 5 Lynde Street. Photo by Al Boucher  

I can think of no more stirring 
symbol of man's humanity to man 
than a fire engine. ~Kurt Vonnegut 
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Group 3 the HFD Ice & Snow Removal crew pictured Firefighter 
Mamone and Captain Hansen break up ice on the roof of Central 
Station on January 23rd. Gerry Carrier photos   

USFA Releases Provisional 2008 
Firefighter Fatality Statistics 
USFA Press Office: (301) 447-1853 
EMMITSBURG, MD. – The United States Fire Administration 
(USFA) announced there were 114 on-duty firefighter fatalities in the 
United States as a result of incidents that occurred in 2008. During this 
period, there were firefighters lost from 34 states and one from the 
Virgin Islands. North Carolina experienced the highest number of 
fatalities (11), while Oregon (9), Pennsylvania (9), California ( 8), 
New York (7), Illinois (6), Missouri (6), and Ohio (6) each suffered 
more than 5 on-duty losses. 

“The tragic losses of on-duty firefighters in 2008 are a 
reminder of the necessary commitment and efforts by 
firefighters in all fire departments across the United States to 
focus on and improve our operational safety. We understand 
all too well that many of these losses are preventable. The 
USFA remains dedicated to continuing our efforts to ensure 
2009 is a year where we reduce these losses so that 
firefighters can return home safely to their families and 
continue serving their communities.”  

-United States Fire Administrator Greg Cade 

As the USFA continues to collect and evaluate information regarding 
the 2008 on-duty firefighter deaths, here are some of the early known 
facts: 

· Preliminary estimates indicate that heart attacks and strokes 
were responsible for the deaths of 50 firefighters (43.8%) in 
2008. This shows a decrease from 54 of the 118 (45.7%) 
firefighters in 2007.  

· In 2008, 26 on-duty firefighters died in association with 
wildland fires.  

· This loss is more than double the 11 wildland 
firefighter fatalities in 2007.  

· The 2008 toll is also above the annual average of 21 
wildland fire-associated fatalities over the past 10 
years, 1999-2008.  

· For 2008, 64.9% of all firefighter fatalities occurred while 
performing emergency duties.  

· Twenty-nine firefighters died in 2008 as the result of vehicle 
crashes.  

· Fourteen of these deaths involved aircraft crashes.  
· Fifteen firefighters died in motor vehicle crashes.  

· Six firefighters were killed in crashes 
involving their personal vehicles and three 
died in water tender (tanker) crashes. These 
two vehicle types have historically been 
most often involved in crashes that take the 
lives of firefighters.  

· Speed and a lack of seat belt use historically 
contribute to these incidents.  

These fatality statistics for 2008 are provisional and subject to change 
as the USFA contacts State Fire Marshals to verify the names of 
firefighters reported to have died on-duty during 2008. The final 
number of firefighter fatalities will be reported in USFA’s annual 
firefighter fatality report and is expected to be available by early July. 
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Major Incidents of 2008 

1/5/08 - 7 Able Street working fire numerous storage units. 
1/5/08 - Central Street & Park Ave head-on motor vehicle crash 2 
ambulances to the scene. 
1/12/08 - Mutual aid to Pelham motor vehicle crash ambulance to the 
scene 
1/13/08 - Barrettes Hill Road & Hazelwood Drive roll-over with 
entrapment. 
1/23/08 - Page Road Litchfield auto pedestrian serious injury 
1/25/08 - 22 Mason Street Nashua 3rd alarm Ladder 2 to the scene 
1/27/08 - Ferry Street & Burnham Road motor vehicle accident 5 
injured 3 ambulances to the scene 
2/7/08 - Central Street & Park Ave motor vehicle accident two 
ambulances to the scene 
2/13/08 - 46 Musquash Road gun shot victim trauma team 
2/18/08 -  Mutual aid to Pelham motor vehicle crash ambulance to 
the scene 
2/20/08 - 77 Derry Street Carbon Monoxide problem Mall evacuated 
several persons treated 
3/3/08 - 42 Mammoth Road Londonderry 2 alarm fire Engine 2 to the 
scene 
3/3/08 - 25 Gowing Road motor vehicle accident with entrapment      
3/4/08 - 20 Constitution Drive hockey player injured trauma team 
3/10/08 - 12 Woodburn Drive Litchfield working fire Ladder 2 & 
tanker 5 to the scene. 
3/25/08 - Nesenkeg Drive Litchfield head-on motor vehicle accident 
four injuries 2 ambulances to the scene 
3/30/08 - Page and Cutler Road in Litchfield motor vehicle accident 
with entrapment and trauma team activated. 
4/5/08 - 30 Breakneck Road motor vehicle accident two ambulances 
trauma team activated 
4/?/08 - 6 Vernon Street explosion with injury  
4/10/08 - 28 Bear Path Lane brush fire extra engine and forestry 
4/14/08 - 494 Charles Bancroft Highway Litchfield roll-over with 
entrapment motor vehicle accident two ambulances to the scene   
4/16/08 - 55 Melendy Road working house fire 
4/18/08 - Burnham Road half acre brush fire 
4/18/08 - 34 Charles Bancroft Highway working house fire Engine 2, 
Ladder 2 and Tanker 5 to the scene 
5/16/08 - 5 Iris Path police stand off occupant started the house on 
fire causing severe burns to himself. Working fire struck occupant 
died a few days later from the burns.   
5/23/08 - Pierce engine placed in service as Engine 2  
5/25/08 - Robinson Road motor vehicle accident two ambulances to 
the scene 
6/16/08 - 3 Rena Ave working house fire numerous special calls to 
the scene 
6/17/08 - Mutual aid to Pelham motor vehicle crash with entrapment 
ambulance to the scene 
6/27/08 - 16 Sullivan Road motor vehicle accident telephone pole 
live wires on the vehicle on patient 
7/15/08 - Charles Bancroft Highway and Corning Road Litchfield 
motor vehicle accident two ambulances to the scene 
7/23/08 - 81 Searles Road Windham 2 alarms Engine 1 to the scene 
7/24/08 - Central New Hampshire struck by a tornado Ambulance 1 
part of a task force responds to the area   
7/25/08 - 20 Mont Vernon Drive Pelham 2nd alarm Engine 4 to the 
scene  
7/27/08 - Thunderstorms hit area homes on Abbott Street and Glen 
Drive damaged by lightning strikes 
 

8/6/08 - Webster Street head-on motor vehicle accident two 
ambulances to the scene  
8/15/08 - 45 Belknap Road auto pedestrian serious injury trauma 
team 
8/17/08 - Central & Ferry Streets motorcycle accident trauma team 
8/20/08 - West Yellow Stone Drive Londonderry ATV accident 
Ambulance 1 to the scene Med Flight requested 
8/20/08 - Hillcrest Road Litchfield motorcycle accident 2 
ambulances to the scene 
8/22/08 - 382 Charles Bancroft Highway  Litchfield chimney fire 
Hudson engine and ambulance to the scene 
8/30/08 - 144 Charles Bancroft Highway Litchfield fatal motorcycle 
accident 
9/22/08 - 5 Highland Street working fire a small barn 
9/28/08 - 8 Tyler Road Londonderry 2 alarms Engine’s 2 & 3 to the 
fire 
10/7/08 - Lowell Road & Winnhaven Drive construction accident 2 
ambulances 
10/19/08 - 10 Blossom Street Nashua 3rd alarm several buildings 
involved Ladder 2 to the fire 
10/27/08 - Shadowbrook Drive infant with severe burns transported 
to Boston 
11/18/08 - 10 Sandhill Road tree cutting accident injures one and 
falls on a house 
11/21/08 - Mutual aid to Pelham fatal motor vehicle crash 
ambulance to the scene 
12/8/08 - 167 Marsh Road Pelham chimney Engine 4 to the scene 
12/9/08 - 4 Hilltop Drive house fire 2 alarms were struck companies 
from Nashua, Windham, Pelham, Derry and Litchfield assisted at the 
scene. 
12/10/08 - Main Street & East Dunstable Road Nashua motor 
vehicle accident 2 Hudson ambulances to the scene 
12/11,12,13,14/08 - Ice storm crews respond to 378 calls for service 
power out in some areas of town until December 22nd. Several 
building were damaged by falling trees.  
12/20, 21/08 - Engine 3 covers Jaffery and Rindge Fire Departments 
due to ice storm  
12/25/08 - Engine 2 and C 3 to the scene of a second alarm at 41 
Bear Hill Road in Windham. 

            Department Anniversaries 
             

                       
                        Bruce Hallowell 1/30/2006 
                        Pat Weaver 1/30/2006 
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A 5 alarm fire tour through this large barn and apartment building in 
Greenfield NH on January 26th. Top photo: The barn becomes fully 
involved. Middle photo: Firefighters try to contain the fire in the attic of 
the house. Bottom photo: Ex-Hudson Firefighter Rich Daughen battled 
the flames with the Peterborough Fire Department. Crews from 
Greenfield, Peterborough, Wilton, Lyndeborough, Jaffery, Hancock, 
Antrim, Bennington, Greenville, Keene, New Boston, Francestown, 
Harrisville and Dublin assisted at the scene. 

Engine 2 stands by after crews contained a Haz-Mat spill at 5 George 
Street on January 29th. 

Mixed Chemicals Lead To Evacuations 
 
A box alarm notified crews of a Haz-Mat situation at the Hudson 
Professional  Building located at 5 George Street on January 29th. 
At 10:06 Dispatcher Glenn toned Engine 2 with a crew of Captain 
Morin, Firefighters Bavaro, Chamberlain and Haggerty, Engine 4 
with a crew of Lieutenant Dube and Firefighters Haernick and 
Carrier and Ladder 2 with a crew of Firefighters Sulin, Rich and 
Crane to the scene. 
 
Firefighter Berube in Utility 2 arrived on the scene at 10:12 and 
reported an inside trip with the building evacuated. A short time 
later he reported a dumpster fire and assumed command. Engine 2 
took the dumpster fire with Ladder 2 and Engine 4 assigned to 
check the building. As crews were getting ready to enter the 
building an occupant reported the dumpster fire was from a 
chemical reaction that had begun in the building. At that time all 
companies were assigned to stage not enter the building or attack 
the dumpster fire until the chemicals could be identified. 
 
Command requested a chief officer to the scene and began the 
process of determining the chemicals. Upon viewing the MSDS 
Sheets it was found that the chemical was a resin and Engine 4 and 
Ladder 2 donned full gear and SCBA entered the building to 
investigate. Engine 4 reported one quart had been spilled on a work 
bench and the floor with a moderate smoke condition. Crews were 
then removed from the building until a containment plan could be 
made. 
 
Deputy Buxton arrived on the scene and assumed command with 
Chief Murray assisting. It was determined that the spill could be 
covered with Speedy Dry to contain the area and a clean up 
company would be needed to clear the substance from the building.  
 
At 10:31 Rescue 1 was requested to the scene with a crew of Fire 
Prevention Officer Dube and Firefighters Weaver and Morin to 
bring additional Speedy Dry to the scene. Engine 4 again entered 
the building and covered the spill containing the hazard.  
 
See Haz-Mat continued on page 11 
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Firefighter Kevin Blinn gets a little initiative du ring SCBA training on 
January 23rd.  

The building was a very large 2 1/2 story 100 foot long by 50 feet 
wide apartment building. On arrival heavy smoke filled the first 
floor of the building built in the 1920s. The fire spread to the 
second floor and attic and crews were pulled out of the building. 
With a common attic without fire stops and a tin roof the fire made 
great headway. 
 
Bob and his brother in law drove a short distance to the scene. On 
his arrival he found the second due engine connecting to a hydrant 
and assisted the crew.  
 
Once the hydrant was placed in service Bob walked to the area of 
the building and noticing limited manpower on the scene he spoke 
to the towns chief and asked if he could assist in any way. The 
chief put him right to work.  
 
In protective gear Bob assisted with stretching lines and providing 
exposure protection to a similar building 2 feet from the burning 
structure. This exposure building began to burn but the fire was 
contained before much damage took place. 
 
Six alarms were struck bringing about 50 firefighters from Savoy, 
Clarksburg, Hinsdale and Cheshire Massachusetts to the scene. As 
the fire building became fully involved crews were rotated from the 
scene and once rested returned to battle the flames. Bob was 
moved several times manning numerous handlines during the 
defensive attack. 
 
After a seven hour battle the fire was placed under control with 
several hours of overhaul remaining. It was believed the fire started 
by an unattended candle. Ten people lost their home in the fire and 
there were no injuries.  
 
Adams crews brought Bob back to their station and were so 
appreciative of his assistance presented him a department shirt and 
hat. Chief Murray recently received a thank you note from the 
Adams chief that included an invitation for Bob to be their special 
guest at their upcoming Firefighters Ball. A job well done goes out 
to Bob assisting with this massive fire. 

Lieutenant Rudolph congratulates retiring Police Chief Richard Gendron 
on his last day as chief on January 30th. Police officers, Group 3 members, 
Chief  Murray and Deputies Carter and Buxton all participated in the 
ceremony held at the police station.  

Bob Haggerty Assists Adams Mass 
Firefighters Battle 6 Alarm Blaze 
 
What Bob Haggerty and his family thought would be a Christmas 
family gathering in Adams Mass ended up with Bob battling one of the 
biggest fires of his career.  
 
Shortly after 18:00 on December 26, 2008 a relative told Bob of a fire 
in the small town of Adams. Adams is located in Western 
Massachusetts near the New York and Vermont Borders in the 
Berkshire Mountains.  

Hudson Firefighter Bob Haggerty who was visiting relatives in Adams 
Massachusetts on December 26, 2008 assisted crews from five towns 
battle this 6 alarm fire. Seven hours were needed to bring the fire in a 
large apartment building under control.     
 
Photo courtesy of Berkshire Eagle Staff and the HLN 
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Department Profile: Holderness New  
Hampshire 

This month we visit the Town of Holderness New Hampshire Fire 
Department. Holderness is located in central New Hampshire on the 
shore of Squam Lake. The town was founded in 1751 as New 
Holderness. In 1816 residents at the town meeting voted to remove 
the “New” from the towns name making Holderness. A dispute 
within the town in 1868 over the use of gaslights and sidewalks split 
the town in half. What is now the town of Ashland was formed 
around the mills and railroad depot of the time, leaving the rest of 
Holderness to the farmers and fishermen as it mostly remains today.  
 
Today the town has a population near 2,500 residents in which 50% 
of the population is non-resident in a 36.0 square mile area. Due to 
White Oak Pond, most of Little Squam Lake, and half of Big Squam 
Lake along with the mountains in and around Holderness large 
amounts of visitors come to the town each year. One and one-half 
miles of Interstate 93 cut through the town along with the 
Pemigewasset River. Also within the towns borders are two marinas 
convenience stores with fueling facilities, and three academic 
campuses and the Squam Lakes Natural Science Center which 
attracts thousands of visitors a year. Holderness is bordered by the 
towns of Ashland, Center Harbor, Plymouth, Campton, Sandwich and 
Moultonborough.  
 
The Holderness Fire Department was founded in 1932 and today is 
commanded by Chief Eleanor Mardin. Chief Mardin replaced her 
father Retired Chief Richard Mardin in 2007. The department is 
made up of  twenty-nine call officers and firefighters with the chief 
being full-time. Seven Emergency Medical Technicians are also 
within the ranks.  
 
The Mardin family has a long proud history with the Holderness Fire 
Department and fire service. Chief Richard Mardin started with the 
department in 1964 after his father in-law talked him into joining. In 
1988 he was made the third chief of the department since it was 
established serving the department for 43 years. Chief Mardin was 
well know for rural water supply training in the area. He taught at the 
Lily Pond Training Area in Gilford. The area chiefs said he could 
draft water from a sponge. 
 
The present Chief Eleanor Mardin I joined the department in 1988 
after 5 years in the Navy. She would hang around her dads shop and 
respond to calls with him after seeing her at all the calls then Chief 
Kip Hawkins asked her to join. In 2007 Eleanor Mardin was made 
chief  taking over for her dad and continuing the family tradition.  
 
The family has had many firefighters through the years. Chief 
Mardins grandfather was chief of  Campton-Thornton New 
Hampshire Fire Department and her Great grandfather was the 
engineer for the Plymouth New Hampshire Fire Department. Her 
moms father was a Forest Ranger for the State of New Hampshire. 
Firefighting is in the families blood.  
 
The department operates out of one fire station located on Route 3. 
The Public Safety Building opened in 1997 and is shared by the 
Police Department. Dispatching is completed by the Lakes Region 
Mutual Fire Aid Association located in Laconia N.H.  
 
See Profile continued on page 11 

Top photo: Engine 3 is 1990 Mack Pumper. Second photo: Engine 4 is a 
1997 Mack Pumper . Third photo: Engine 5 is an impressive 2006 
Kentworth pumper tanker. Bottom photo: Rescue 1 is a 1988 Ford F-350 
Rescue truck  



Hudson Heat January 2009                                                                                                                                         Page 11 

Profile continued from page 10 
 
Holderness fire companies have the number twelve before the truck 
numbers as their radio is designation for the system. During 2008 
Holderness firefighters responded to 276 calls for service. 
 
Holderness operates ten pieces of fire apparatus. Engine 3 is 1990 
Mack Pumper with a 1000 gpm pump and 1250 gallon water tank.  
Engine 4 is a 1997 Mack Pumper with a 1000 gpm pump and 1500 
gallon water tank.  
 
Engine 5 is an impressive 2006 Kentworth pumper tanker with 2500 
gallons of water and a 1500 GPM pump. On the back of the truck is a 
mural that was a designed by Sonny Ambrose. Sonny Ambrose is a 
Vietnam Veteran who while in the Navy served on river patrol boats. 
All his art work is free hand and the design on the back was 
something he just painted. He also completed most of the gold leaf 
and designs on the departments apparatus. 
 
Rescue 1 is a 1988 Ford F-350 Rescue truck which carries the the 
departments auto rescue tools and other rescue equipment. This truck 
is scheduled to be replaced soon.   
 
Due to the large forest areas through out the town the department 
operates three forestry units. Two of the units are Jeeps. the first is a 
1952 model with the second being a 1962 model. the third brush unit 
is a forestry truck built on a 1993 Ford F-350 chassis.  
 
Two special units are also operated by the department. A 1987 
Fire/Rescue Boat responds to water incidents. A 2003 Skandic Ski-
Doo and Rescue Sled handles winter rescues. 
 
The pride and joy of the Holderness fire department is a 1931 Ford 
Pumper with a hand cranked 25 g.p.m. pump and 30 gallon water 
tank. Originally used as a vegetable truck firefighters converted the 
truck into a firefighting apparatus. Many years later firefighters again 
put many hours of work into the truck completing a total  refurb 
bringing the truck to today's condition. The 31 Ford was featured in 
the Classic Gallery section of the January-February 2009 Fire 
Apparatus Journal.  
 
A big thanks goes out to Holderness Chief  Eleanor Mardin for her 
assistance with this article. 

Top photo: The Holderness Fire Department’s 
pride and joy at 1931 Ford Pumper. Middle photo: 
Forestry 3 is built on a 1993 Ford F-350 chassis. 
Bottom photo: Holderness Firefighter Sonny 
Ambrose painted this mural on the back of Engine 
5.  

Haz-Mat continued from page 8 
 
Ladder 2 assigned as the RIT Team with Engine 2 the back up crew. 
The spill was quickly contained and crews moved outside and 
completed the same operation containing the product in the dumpster. 
 
Crews then used fans to clear the fumes from the building. The call was 
placed under control at 11:02. Clean Harbors responded to the scene to 
clean up the spill. There were no injuries at the scene and a Nashua 
engine covered Central Station during the call.  
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National Fire Academy Leadership Series 
Course Held 
 
The department along with the New Hampshire Fire Academy 
sponsored and held a Leadership 1 Strategies for Company Success 
course on January 20th and 21st at Kings Court.  
 
The course covered basic leadership skills, tools for effective 
performance in the fire service, problem solving techniques and 
approaches, methods to identify and assess the needs of the company 
officer’s subordinates, effective meeting techniques and decision 
making skills specific to company officers. 
 
Several Hudson members along with sixty firefighters from the 
surrounding area participated in both day and night sessions. 
Instructors included our very own Chief Murray and Chief Fraitzl 
from Milford Fire.  
 
Two additional courses will be held Leadership 2 will take place on 
February 17th, and 18th, and Leadership 3 will take place on March 
10th, and 11th, with both day and night sessions held at Kings Court.    

Group 1 members Firefighter Berube in the water is rescue by 
Firefighter Sulin during ice rescue training held on the Merrimack 
River on January 21st.  

Top photo: Firefighters Conlon and Brideau leave the scene after snow 
collapsed the roof of this mobile home at 57 Mobile Drive on January 
31st. Bottom photo: The damage to roof can be seen after heavy snow 
collapsed the roof. 

Heavy Snow Collapses Roof On Mobile 
Drive 
 
Dispatcher Morton toned Engine 4 with a crew of Lieutenant 
Paquette and Firefighters Conlon, Brideau and Jarry to 57 Mobile 
Drive on January 31st, at 16:32. 
 
On their arrival Engine 4 found a mobile home with its roof collapsed 
down causing heavy damage to the building. Heavy snow along with 
heavy rain over the last few weeks has frozen into thick ice on area 
roofs and is the cause of the collapse. None of the occupants were 
injured in the collapse.  
 
The building inspector was requested to the scene and crews shut 
down the power to the building. The building was left inhabitable.     
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1980 Station 4 crew Back row - Firefighters Dale Schofield, Gary 
Rodgers, Dick Dolbec, Dan Gervais, Ed Lorrey, Don Cole, Brian Mason. 
Front row - Captain Bob Hackett Lieutenant Pete Silver, Chief Frank 
Nutting, Deputy Ray Carter and Captain Harry Chesnulivich Department members circa 1962. 

TailTail   
BoardBoard 

HFD members believed to in the 1960’s. 
Department members circa 1989. 




