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Lowell Mass Ladder 2 readies to attack this 3 alarm fire at 62 Highland 
Street in Lowell on February 5th.  

Deliberative Session Held Department 
Requests Go Unchanged 
 
The town held its Annual Town Meeting Deliberative Session on 
February 7th, at the Community Center. The department had three 
items up for consideration. 
 
The first item was the operating budget for 2010. This item was 
included in the town as a whole operating budget and passed without 
change. 
 
The second item was a replacement for an ambulance. The warrant 
article asked to withdraw $155.000 from the Ambulance Capital 
Reserve Fund to purchase a new ambulance to replace Truck 31. This 
to went through without change. 
 
The third and last item related to the department was a Warrant article 
to conduct an assessment of parcels of land for a new fire station. The 
article asked for $25.000 to complete the assessment. After some 
discussion the article passed. The voters will have their chance to vote 
on the items on March 3rd. 

            Department Anniversaries 
             

                       
                        Al Dube 2/11/2001 
                          
                             

Crews Use Shovels To Free Trapped 
Accident Victim 
 
Dispatcher Robertson received a 911 call on February 9th, at 16:47 
reporting a motor vehicle accident with entrapment. Toned to the 11 
St Laurent Drive scene were Ambulance 1 with a crew of Lieutenant 
Rudolph, Firefighters Sliver and Sands, Rescue 1 with a crew of 
Captain Tice, Firefighters Lambert and Bradish, Engine 4 with a 
crew of Lieutenant Chaput, Firefighters, Mallen and Provencal along 
with Chief Murray and Deputy Carter. 
 
The accident occurred when the victim had exited her car to retrieve 
her mail from the mailbox when a second car struck her car pinning 
her between her car and a snow bank. 
 
Ambulance 1arrived on the scene at 16:52 and confirmed a person 
trapped with Deputy Carter assuming command. Rescue 1’s crew 
used shovels digging into the ice packed snow bank to dig the patient 
out and from under the vehicle. The call was placed under control at 
16:59. The patient was taken to the Med Center for further treatment 
of minor injuries.   

This Ultra Light air plane hit the roof of a home at 21 Harvest Road in 
Windham then crashed into the side of a second home on February 
17th. The pilot was trapped in the wreckage on arrival of Windham 
crews and suffered non-life threatening injuries. A Salem engine and 
ambulance assisted at the scene. 
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Seven Departments Battle Nashua Five 
Alarm Fire 
 
A large 100’ by 75’ 3 story building with businesses on the first 
floor and nineteen apartments on the second and third floors at 126 
Vine Street in Nashua was destroyed by a 5 alarm fire on February 
9th. Nashua crews received a box alarm at 09:19 and on arrival 
found a smoke condition in one of the first floor stores. A short 
time later heavy fire was found on the first floor and a second alarm 
was struck. 
 
As crews stretched lines  heavy smoke could be scene coming from 
the roof on side 4 while heavy fire was seen coming from a door on 
side 2. At a round 09:29 a third alarm was struck bringing all of 
Nashua’s apparatus and Ladder 2 with a crew of Captain Tice, 
Firefighters Sands and Sliver along with Chief Murray and Deputy 
Buxton to the scene. Heavy fire progressed through the building as 
interior hand lines tried to contain the spreading flames. As heavy 
fire began to shoot from the roof of the building all companies were 
removed and exterior lines, deck guns and ladder pipes went to 
work. On arrival Ladder 2 setup on Lake Street on side 1 and 4 of 
the building and put the aerial in service venting side 4 of the 
building. As they worked heavy fire began coming from windows 
on the second and third floors and the roof above them. Once 
venting was complete Ladder 2’s ladder pipe was placed in service. 
One building a few feet away was protected by handlines. 
 
At 09:40 a forth alarm was struck bringing mutual aid companies to 
the scene. Heavy fire continued to burn across the roof of the 
building and floors below. Ladder pipes from Ladder 2 on side 4, 
Nashua Ladder 2 on side 1, Nashua Ladder 1 on side 3 and Nashua 
Tower 1 at the side 2/3 corner along with numerous deck guns and 
handlines poured water into the building. At 09:50 the fifth alarm 
was struck as heavy fire still shot from the building. Nashua Tower 
1 was moved three times trying to contain the flames. All of 
Nashua’s off duty firefighters were called back to assist with 
helping knock down the fire. With so many firefighters now on the 
scene all of Ladder 2’s remaining SCBA were given to Nashua 
members. Deputy Buxton assisted operation with Chief Murray 
assisting with command.  
  
The fire burned on all floors and from the front to back of the 
buildings roof. In the rear a Manchester engine and crews from 
Londonderry, Hollis and Nashua Tower 1 sprayed water from 
numerous handlines into the building. Two additional engines over 
the fifth alarm were called to the scene at 10:32 for water supply 
and manpower.  
 
After a two hour battle all outside lines were shut down and crews 
re-entered the building. Lines were stretched to all floor and ladder 
companies began opening the cockloft to get at remaining fire in the 
building. As crews worked heavy fire again began coming from the 
building and roof area.  
 
See Nashua Fifth Alarm continued on page 7   

Top photo: Fire breaks out of a first floor doorway as Nashua crews 
stretch their initial lines. Middle photo: Heavy fire vents after 
Firefighter Jay Sliver and Captain Scott Tice vent windows. Bottom 
photo: A 5 alarm fire consumed the 100’ by 75’ 3 story apartment 
building at 126 Vine Street in Nashua on February 9th,  
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Nashua Fifth Alarm continued from page 6    
 
Crews could not make any headway on the advancing flame and 
again were removed from the building with Ladder pipes and outside 
handlines attacking the flames. 
 
Water poured down the stairs of the building like a waterfall as 
thousands of gallons of water was pumped onto the fire. Once the 
flames again darkened down crews re-entered the building with 
handlines, pike poles and chain saws and began the long task of 
overhaul. Fire again took hold of the building and crew were pulled 
out for a third time. After work with deck guns and ladder pipes 
crews again entered the building. The fire was placed under control 
at 12:35 with extensive overhaul continuing. Ladder 2’s crew worked 
from Nashua Ladder 1 and on the third floor of the building 
overhauling.   
 
Crews from Hudson, Manchester, Merrimack, Londonderry, Hollis 
and Tyngsborough Mass assisted at the scene. Engine 4 with a crew 
of Lieutenant Chaput and Firefighters Mallen and Provencal covered 
Nashua Station 6 during the fire. While they were covering the city 
they responded to a reported building fire on Blue Hill Ave which 
turned out to be a furnace problem and a kitchen fire of Worchester 
Street. Ladder 2 returned to Hudson around 14:30. 

Top photo: Manchester Engine 9 and Nashua Tower 1 operate in the 
rear 126 Vine Street. Bottom photo: Captain Tice and Firefighter Sands 
work from Nashua Ladder 1 on February 9th.   

Top photo: Engine 4’s crew uses it’s rescue tool to open the drivers door 
at this crash at the intersection of County and Lowell Roads on 
February 10th. Bottom photo: Ambulance 1 and Engine 2’s crew 
package the driver after she was freed from her vehicle.   

Jaws Used To Free Driver From Lowell 
Road Crash 
 
Dispatcher Glenn received a 911 at 12:03 on February 10th, for a 
motor vehicle accident at the intersection of Lowell and County 
Roads. Toned to the scene were Engine 2 with a crew of Captain 
Gannon, Firefighters Bradish and Lambert and Ambulance 1 with a 
crew of Firefighters Sands and Sliver. 
 
On arrival Ambulance 1 reported two vehicles and one injury. After 
a quick evaluation Engine 4 with a crew of Lieutenant Chaput 
Firefighters Mallen and Provencal were requested to the scene for the 
rescue tool. Chief Murray and Deputy Carter responded to the scene 
to assist the crews. Crews used the rescue tool to open the drivers 
door. Ambulance 1 packaged the patient and transported her to a 
local hospital for treatment of minor injuries. 
 
The call was placed under control shortly of 12:30. A second patient 
was treated at the scene and refused transport. 
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Who says Group 2 does not help with the milk pick ups for the station. 
The Group Captain went above and beyond to get the milk from the 
source. 

Crews from Litchfield, Hudson and Londonderry operate at a head-on 
crash with entrapment at 330 Charles Bancroft Highway on February 
20th. A LFD photo   

Two Ambulances And Jaws Needed At 
Litchfield Crash 
 
A two vehicle head-on crash with entrapment in front of 330 Charles 
Bancroft Highway in Litchfield on February 20th, required the 
response of two Hudson ambulances and a rescue from 
Londonderry. 
 
Dispatcher Glenn received several 911 calls reporting the crash at 
08:15. Toned to the scene were Litchfield crews along with 
Ambulance 1 with a crew of Captain Gannon and Firefighters 
Winsor and Chamberlain and Deputy Carter in Car 2. Litchfield 
crews arrived on the scene at 08:21 and reported a head-on crash  

with one person trapped. Londonderry’s Rescue was requested to the 
scene with auto rescue tools for extrication. As crews evaluated the 
two patients they found one was suffering multiple injuries and the 
second patient had none life threatening injuries. A second ambulance 
was called to the scene at 08:38. 
 
Ambulance 2 with a crew of Firefighters Sullivan and Armand  were 
toned to the scene. Litchfield and Londonderry crews used the rescue 
tool to pry open the doors from one vehicle to free the driver while 
Hudson crews treated the patient for her injury.  
 
Crews had the patient extricated from the vehicle at 08:52. Both 
patients were transported to area hospitals with the call was placed 
under control at 09:01. The patient that was entrapped was later 
transferred to a Boston hospital for further treatment. 

Firefighter Chamberlain kneeling at the vehicles door and Firefighter 
Winsor inside in the back ground treat the trapped patient on February 
20th, at 330 Charles Bancroft Highway in Litchfield. A LFD photo   

��������	�
����	�
�������������  


������������������������	����
��  

�������������������������������
�  

�
	�	��
���

��  

- Albert Einstein 
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