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Hooksett Firefighters battled this 2 alarm fire at 26 Granite Street on 
December 5th. Crew attacked the fire from the outside after the roof 
collapsed into the building. Crews from Allenstown, Auburn, Bow, 
Candia, Chichester, Concord, Epsom, Goffstown, Manchester and 
Pembroke assisted at the scene.  

Participants of the Kids Party were given a special treat Retired 
Firefighter Leo McClure displayed his hand built carousel with moving 
horses and music.   

Annual Kids Christmas Party Held 
 
Department kids enjoyed the annual HFD Kids Christmas Party held 
on December 6th. Eric and Jamie Lambert put it all together with 
help from  Elf's Tina Courtemanche, Stacey Sheldon, Stephanie 
Cheney, Claire and Jack Brewer and Gayle Robertson. 
 
Activities included Christmas cookie decorating, crafts and Retired 
Firefighter Leo McClure displayed a hand made horse carousel 
which the kids and parents enjoyed. 
 
Santa arrived for pictures and gave each child a gift. 
 
Big thank to all of the members and family members that made the 
party a great success.   

Members and their families gather in the Meeting Room at Central 
Station on December 6th, for the Annual Kids Christmas Party.  

Lieutenant Dube and Firefighters Mallen and Rich assisted Pelham at a 
chimney fire on December 8th. 

Engine 4 Responds To Pelham Chimney 
Fire  
 
Dispatcher Robertson received a call from Pelham Fire on December 
8th, requesting an engine to the scene of a chimney fire at 167 Marsh 
Road in Pelham. Engine 4 with a crew of  Lieutenant Dube and 
Firefighters Mallen and Rich were toned to the scene at 17:16.  
 
On arrival of Pelham crews at the scene fire was coming from the 
chimney of the ranch style house and mutual aid was requested. 
Engine 4 staged on arrival then were assigned to the roof to drop 
chains down the chimney to the clear remaining burning material. The 
call was under control in a short time. Engine 4 returned to town at 
18:14. 
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Firefighter Morin leashes this dog stranded on the thin ice of Robinson 
Pond on December 7th. 

Crews Assist Stranded Dog From Ice 
 
Dispatcher Morton received a call from the resident at 15 Parker 
Drive on December 7th, reporting a dog stranded on the ice at 
Robinson Pond. Toned to the scene at 09:01 were Engine 2 with a 
crew of Captain Tice and Firefighters Bradish and Williams along 
with Rescue 1 with a crew of Captain Morin and Firefighters 
Lambert, Trost and Morin. 
 
Engine 2 evaluated the situation and found the dog on thin ice a 
short distance from the shore. Firefighters Trost and Morin donned 
Ice Rescue Suits with Firefighters Lambert and Bradish acting as 
tenders Firefighter Morin went into the water and leashed the dog 
bringing him to the shore.   

Manchester firefighters battled this 3 alarm fire at 99 Eastern Ave in a 
large apartment building on December 7th. Firefighters rescued one 
resident from the fire a second resident died before firefighters could 
get to her.  

Two Ambulances Called To Nashua Motor 
Vehicle Accident 
 
Dispatcher Glenn received a call from Nashua Fire Alarm on 
December 10th, requesting an ambulance to the scene of a motor 
vehicle accident at the intersection of Main Street and East Dunstable 
Road. Ambulance 1 was toned to the scene at 10:02 with a crew of 
Firefighters Armand and Rich.  
 
On arrival Ambulance 1 found a two vehicle accident with three 
patients and a second Hudson Ambulance was requested to the scene. 
Ambulance 3 with a crew of Firefighters Chamberlain and Blinn were 
toned to the scene. 
 
Both crews packaged their patients and transported them to the Med 
Center for further treatment.     

As Engine 2 arrived at a call at 51 Webster Street on December 10th, the 
roadway gave way sending the truck into some deep mud. A tow truck 
was needed to remove the truck from its muddy parking spot.  

                   ��������	
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                               December - 595                              
                               Year Total - 3933 
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Ice Storm Causes Heavy Damage 
Throughout Town 
 
December 11th, will be remembered for a severe ice storm that caused 
heavy damage across Hudson, and the state. Rain began to fall early in 
the afternoon as night approached cold temperatures caused ice to 
begin to form on trees and power lines. Just after night shift change 
the first wires arcing call was received by fire alarm from then on 
companies would continue to get busier. 
 
Companies continued to respond to wire calls trees down and other 
storm related call and just after 22:00 fire alarm received a call for a 
building fire. This call was related to a wire problem. Numerous calls 
began to be received sending apparatus to all areas of town and 
requiring all the stations to be manned. Fire Alarm was staffed with an 
extra dispatcher to handle to call volume being received.  
 
A call reporting a problem with a stove was found to be a small fire in 
a bedroom. Wire calls, trees down, telephone poles down and trees on 
building calls continued to pour into fire alarm throughout the night. 
Central Street was closed from Melendy Road to Sullivan Road due to 
wires and trees blocking the road, all the major retail stores, food 
stores, gas stations and many other business remained closed or 
operated by flashlight due to the wide spread power outage. 
 
On the morning of the twelfth many town roads were closed, school 
was cancelled, a shelter was opened for the thousands of resident with 
out power. Extra crews remained on duty manning apparatus. Wires 
and water problem calls continued to be received through the day. The 
building at 57 Lowell Road suffered severe damage when a large tree 
branch crashed through its roof. Ambulance 1 and Engine 4 treated 
and transported 3 residents from their Philbrick Road home suffering 
from carbon monoxide poisoning from a generator they were using to 
power the home in the basement.  Ambulance 2 was dispatch to 
Chestnut Street in Windham to transport one of five patients suffering 
from carbon monoxide poisoning from a generator powering the home 
they were in.  Engine 1 remained on the scene for several hours on 
Old Derry Road removing water from a severely flooded home.  
 
On the thirteenth crews continued to be busy with extra manpower on 
hand to handle the large volume of calls. Around 05:00 crews 
responded to Robinson Road for a building fire and found the floor 
joists burning under a fire place and quickly had the fire under control. 
Two other calls with fire in the buildings were quickly handled by 
crews. Crews also handled a CO call with reading of 143 parts per 
million, a car fire and many wires and water calls and Engine 1 
responded to Derry for mutual aid. As night fell the calls continued 
with Engine 4 responding to Windham for smoke in the building and 
to Pelham to a second alarm fire and to three other fires as the RIT 
Team. Butter Cup Hill Elderly Complex was visited by crews 
performing welfare checks or the residents. 
 
On the fourteenth all stations remained manned with crews again 
handling a large volume of calls. Most responses were for water 
problems and citizens seeking assistance with pumping out their 
basements. Crews also handled a chimney fire on River Road. Several 
CO calls were checked and found to be from generators or other 
improvised heating units. A call for smoke in the building call was 
caused by improper wiring from a generator shorted out a television.  
 
See Storm continued on page 8 

Top photo: One of  hundreds of trees that feel onto wires keeping 
crews busy this one was located on Old Derry Road. Middle photo: A 
White Birch makes an arch for vehicles to pass under on Barrettes Hill 
Road Bottom photo: Ice and trees snapped this pole located on David 
Drive. Top and middle photo by the HLN   
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Two Alarms Struck For Hilltop Drive 
Blaze 
 
Dispatcher Robertson received several 911calls reporting a building  
fire at 4 Hilltop Drive on December 9th. Toned to the scene at 22:24 
were Engine 2 with a crew of Captain Tice, Firefighters Bradish and 
Lambert, Rescue 1 with a crew of Firefighters Sliver and Sullivan, 
Engine 4 with a crew of Lieutenant Chaput, Firefighters Provencal and 
Mallen, Tanker 1 with a crew of Firefighters Blinn and Rice, Tanker 5 
with a crew of Captain Brough and Firefighter Trost, Forestry 2 with a 
crew of Captain Morin, Firefighters Chamberlain and Morin a Nashua 
Ladder along with Chief Murray and Deputy Buxton. Engine 1 was 
toned to the scene but did not respond due to the lack of manpower. 
 
Engine 2 arrived on the scene at 22:33 and reported a large house with 
an attached garage with heavy fire showing. They laid a supply line 
from Barrettes Hill Road and stretched a line to the second floor of the 
building. Rescue 1 began venting the second floor with Forestry 2 
stretching a second line to knock down the heavy fire on the outside of 
the building. Chief Murray assumed command of the scene with 
Deputy Buxton taking operations. Engine 4 supplied water to the 
scene and set up the Rural Hitch for incoming tankers. 
 
Command struck a second alarm at 22:37 bringing Engine 3 with a 
crew of Lieutenant Paquette and Firefighter Haerinck, Ambulance 1 
with a crew of Firefighter Winsor, engines from Nashua, Litchfield 
and Windham as RIT to the scene. Also toned on the second alarm 
were tankers from Litchfield, Windham, Derry and a Londonderry 
Ladder. 
 
Tanker 5’s crew was assigned water supply with the Nashua Ladder 
assigned to open up the roof. Fire on the outside of the building was 
quickly knocked down and crews began an interior attack. Engine 2 
and 4 crews found heavy fire in the walls and attic over the garage. 
Nashua Engine 4 was assigned to assist with opening up.    
 
Forestry 2 was assigned to complete a primary search with Rescue 1 
assisting. As crews worked heavy fire vented through holes cut in the 
roof. This fire was quickly knocked down once the ceiling were pulled 
to gain access to the fire area. 
 
The call was placed under control at 23:15 with extensive overhaul 
needed. Litchfield's engine was assigned to complete a secondary 
search and set up lighting in the fire area. Londonderry’s engine and 
ladder and Derry’s tanker staged. 
  
Many hot spots were found by crews as they continued to pull the 
walls and ceilings on the second floor. During the fire power lines to 
the building burned off and fell into the driveway causing a hazard to 
crews until PSNH could cut the power.  
 
Fire Prevention Officer Dube responded to the scene and investigated 
for cause of the fire. The building inspector also was called to the 
scene. A Derry engine covered Central Station, a Pelham engine 
covered the Burns Hill Station and a Salem engine covered the 
Robinson Road Station during the fire. 

Top photo: this is the scene at 4 Hilltop Drive on December 9th. Middle 
photo: fire comes from  the vent holes made by Nashua Ladder 2. 
Bottom photo: pictured is the damage caused by the fire. All photos by Al 
Boucher 
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Department Profile: Wilton New  
Hampshire 

This month we visit the Town of Wilton New Hampshire Fire 
Department. The Town of Wilton was first settled in 1738 and 
incorporated in 1749 on the banks of the Souhegan River. Wilton is 
bordered by the Towns of Milford, Mont Vernon, Greenville, Mason, 
Temple and Lyndeborough. Wilton is 25.6 square miles in size with 
a population of just under 4000 residents.  
 
Towns people formed bucket brigades when a fire occurred in town 
until 1870 when the first piece of firefighting apparatus was 
purchased. The hand tub was called the Carmi No. 2.  
 
In December of 1874, a large fire burned Wilton’s big hotel, the 
Whiting House, and many of the other stores and buildings on Main 
Street. After the flames were extinguished the towns people decided 
a fire department was needed.  
 
The Wilton Fire Department was formed in 1875. A new station was 
built and another engine was purchased called the Excelsior No. 1.  
Forty-nine firefighters were needed to take the Excelsior to a fire and 
47 for the Carmi. The engines were kept in different locations to 
cover both sides of the town. In 1889 the Carmi  was moved to the 
center of town and housed in the basement of the town hall.  
 
In 1881 four hydrants, a pump, and water pipe were purchased to 
supply water for firefighting. The pump was placed at the Whiting’s 
mill, so that water could be pumped directly from the mill pond and 
used to fight fires. This pump was called a force pump because it 
forced water through the pipes to the hydrants.  
  
In 1897 the department acquired some ladders but had no way of 
getting them to the fires. Department members built a hook and 
ladder truck keeping the truck in service for over 20 years, selling it 
in 1920 when a new truck was purchased. In 1913 the town placed in 
service its first motor driven car, an Alco automobile. The truck 
carried two ladders and 12 firefighters.  
 
On July 28, 1928, Wilton firefighters responded to a fire at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Philip Ring. On arrival of firefighters the house was 
fully involved. Mrs. Ring and her two daughters died in the fire. 
  
In 1939 the fire department responded on four trucks, three carried 
water and one carried shovels. The department also had been given a 
few gas and smoke masks to used battling fires.  
 
In August of 1944 one of the biggest fires ever to strike Wilton took 
place at the Souhegan Mills. The large building and many piles of 
lumber burned in the fire. Several large oil tanks, belonging to a fuel 
company, were right next to the fire. The flames were so intense that 
the oil in the tanks started to boil with the top of one of the tanks 
blowing off landing across the river. Crews from Milford and Nashua 
assisted Wilton crews battling the blaze.  
 
Another new truck was bought in 1949 which brought the number of 
apparatus for the town to four. 
 
See Profile continued on page 8 

Top photo: Engine 1 is a 1987 Pierce Arrow with a 1250 gpm pump and 
1000 gallon water tank. Second photo:  Engine 2 is a 2007 
Spartan/Valley with a 1500 gpm pump and 1000 gallon water tank. 
Third photo: Engine 3 is a 1963 FWD built on an International chassis. 
Bottom photo: Tanker 1 is a 1993 International 1800 Pumper/Tanker.  
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Profile continued from page 7 
 
Today the Wilton Fire Department is commanded by Fire Chief 
Raymond A. Dick  with  33 officers and firefighters filling out the 
ranks.  
 
Dispatching is completed by a MACC Base Communications Center 
in Milford. During 2007 Wilton firefighters responded to calls of 
service. EMS is completed by Wilton/Lyndeborough Ambulance. 
The fire station is located at 102 Main Street and houses three 
engines, one tanker, one ladder, one rescue and a forestry.   
 
Engine 1 is a 1987 Pierce Arrow with a 1250 gpm pump and 1000 
gallon water tank. Engine 2 is a 2007 Spartan/Valley with a 1500 
gpm pump and 1000 gallon water tank. Engine 3 is a 1963 FWD 
built on an International chassis. Engine 3 carries a hose reel in the 
back with 2200 feet of large diameter hose for water supply.  
 
Tanker 1 is a 1993 International 1800 Pumper/Tanker. Rescue 1 is a 
1989 model built by Emergency One on a GMC Loadstar chassis. the 
truck carries the department rescue tools and other equipment. 
 
Ladder 1is a 1980 Seagrave with a 1250 gpm pump 400 gallon water 
tank and 100' aerial ladder. Forestry 1 is 1982 dodge military 4x4 
with a 200 gallon water tank and portable pump. 

Storm continued from page 5 
 
Ladder 2 responded to Pelham to assist that department with a 
chimney fire. 
 
On December 15th, school again was cancelled but temperatures 
reached 60 degrees taking the load of heating requirements. All 
stations remained manned with the call volume slowing down to more 
normal numbers. All major roads were open and most businesses re-
opened. Many neighbor hoods throughout town remained in the dark.   
 
Over the five day period Hudson crews responded nearly 400 calls for 
service. Members manned the shelter, performed welfare checks, 
filled water jugs at all three stations for residents without water, 
provided advise and transportation to the Nashua overnight shelter on 
top of handling their fire and EMS duties.  
 
On Tuesday the 16th, of December companies were still responding 
to storm related calls with 115,000 still without power across the state 
with 3,672 Hudson residences were still without power.  
 
The storm covered an area from Pennsylvania to Maine. At the height 
of the storm 400,000 New Hampshire Homes and businesses were 
with out power. One hundred and twenty line crews from Maryland, 
Ohio, Canada and Connecticut assisted New Hampshire crews 
repairing the damage.  Power was not restored to all Hudson homes 
until December 22nd.  

            Department Anniversaries 
             

                       
                        Tim Kearns  12/3/1984 
                        Steve Gannon  12/15/1989  
                        Erich Weeks  12/1/2002 
                        Glen Bradish 12/12/2005 
                             

Dispatcher/Post 48 American Legion Commander Warren Glenn “left” 
lays a wreath on December 7th, in honor of those who lost their lives 
when the Japanese attack Pearl Harbor in 1941. 

Top photo: Wilton Rescue 1 operates a 1989 rescue built by Emergency 
One on a GMC Loadstar chassis. Bottom photo: Wilton Ladder 1 is a 
1980 Seagrave with a 1250 gpm pump 400 gallon water tank and 100' 
aerial ladder. 



Hudson Heat December 2008                                                                                                                                         Page 9 

Firefighter Pat Weaver assisted Santa with his duties at the Pelham 
Fire Station on December 7th. An HLN photo 

Only those who risk going too far, 

can possibly know just how far 

one can go. 

-TS Elliot 

On December 3rd, Worchester firefighters and firefighters across New 
England dedicated a new fire station and memorial to the the six 
Worchester firefighters that died in the line of duty on December 3, 
1999 at the Worchester Cold Storage Building Fire. Photo by Dan Skafas 

      Congratulations to    
      the Weavers on their   
      new addition to their 
family and to the Sands 
on their new addition to 
their family  

Mechanical issues struck Ambulance 1 and it was towed from Central 
Station on December 8th. The ambulance is now back in service. 
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Engine 3 Responds To Jaffery and 
Rindge For Storm Relief 
 
Engine companies from Hudson and Nashua responded to Jaffery 
and Rindge to provided relief for those towns firefighters. The 
Monadnock Region was hit very hard by the December Ice Storm 
keeping the area call and volunteer departments so busy to the point 
their members needed relief. Both Towns were completely without 
power with many area inaccessible due to trees and wires down eight 
day after the storm. It was expected that some residents in both 
towns would not get their power back until after Christmas. 
 
On December 20th, the first of two crews were dispatched to Jaffery. 
Engine 3 with a crew of Captain Grebinar, Firefighters Mallen and 
Trost along with Fire Prevention Officer Dube responded. They were 
housed at the Jaffery Fire Station. 
 
Although the call volume was down in Jaffery the fresh crews were a 
great comfort to the towns firefighters and residents. While Engine 3 
was in Jaffery a snow storm dumped 12 inches of snow on the area. 
Although many miles from town the crew continued to help our own. 
Firefighter Shawn Chamberlain’s parents live in Jaffery and the crew 
went to their house and cleared the driveway for them. Crews 
responded to one report of a building fire but the call was placed 
under control quickly.  
 
A relief crew of Lieutenant Kearns and Firefighters Winsor, Mulcay 
and Morin replaced the first crew on December 21st. Due manpower 
shortages in Rindge Engine 3 was sent to cover that town.  
 
Again the call volume in Rindge was retuning to normal. Engine 3 
was first due to a reported smoke in a house in Rindge and after 
investigating the smoke was found coming from a hairdryer. The call 
was quickly placed under control. 
 
Although crews did not respond to many calls for service during 
their cover assignment both towns firefighters and officials were very 
appreciative of their time providing fire safety for the residents. 
Engine 3 returned to Town at 18:00 on Monday December 22nd.  

Top photo: Lieutenant Kearns and Firefighter Mulcay relax in the 
makeshift crews quarters at the Rindge station. Middle photo: 
Firefighter Winsor with Engine 3 at the Rindge Station. Bottom photo: 
Lieutenant Kearns working with Rindge crews at a smoke in the 
building call. 
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Engine 2, C 3 Respond To Christmas Day 
2nd Alarm 
 
A Christmas Day fire in a house under construction required 
companies from several towns to control. Shortly after 14:00 
Windham crews were toned to respond to 41 Bear Hill Road for 
smoke coming from the building. On their arrival they found heavy 
fire in a large 3 story single family home and requested a second 
alarm.  
 
Dispatcher Glen toned Engine 2 with a crew of Lieutenant Kearns 
and Firefighters Lappin and Winsor along with Deputy Chief Buxton 
to the scene at 14:41. On their arrival Engine was assigned to the 
third floor to check for extension and venting. Deputy Buxton 
assisted operations. The fire was knocked down with extensive 
overhaul needed.  
 
Crews from Hudson, Pelham, Derry, Salem and Atkinson assisted at 
the scene with Nashua covering the Windham Station.    

Cardboard Firefighter/Santa’s lead reindeer Mike Mulcay got into the 
Christmas Spirit and did not even know it.  

Crews from Hudson, Pelham, Derry, Salem and Atkinson assisted 
Windham on Christmas Day battle a 2 alarm fire. 

Firefighters Sulin and Bavaro treat one patient after the driver lost 
control and struck a telephone pole on Wason Road near Pasture Drive 
on December 27th. The patient was transported to a local hospital. Photo 
by Gerry Carrier 

Firefighters Conlon and Mamone listen to a group of Christmas 
Carolers that came to Central Station on December 18th.  
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Captain Hansen stands by at 57 Lowell Road on December 12th, after heavy ice 
brought down this tree limb that crashed through the roof of the building. An HLN 
photo 

Heavy ice broke several trees and covered the 
wires on Barrettes Hill Road. 

Group 1 members made quick work of this vehicle fire at the 
intersection of County and Lowell Roads on December 14th.   

These vehicles were damage during the ice storm on December 11th. A 
HLN photo 

TailTail   
BoardBoard 

Photo’s from the storm 




