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Crews work to free the 
driver of this SUV after a 
crash at the intersection of 
Lowell Road and Central 
Street on August 2, 2004. 
 
Photo by the Hudson 
Litchfield News  

Back Cover   
 
Firefighter Dave Brideau 
readies to load hose after 
a Haz-Mat situation in 
Litchfield on May 15, 
2009. 
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Lieutenant Tim Kearns Heads North To 
Alaska To Battle Forest Fires 
 
Lieutenant Tim Kearns was called up by the Forest Service to be part 
of a New Hampshire Team that was dispatched to Alaska to battle a 
large forest fire. The New Hampshire Team along with teams from 
Vermont and New York left the Manchester Boston Airport on August 
4th, for the 11 hour flight to Fairbanks.  
 
On there arrival they were assigned to help with an initial attack of 
smaller fires in the Crazy Mountain Complex Fire outside of Circle 
City. The fire began on June 20, 2009 by a lightning stike. The fire 
complex included the Little Black, Bluff Creek, Jagged Ridge, and 
Puzzle fires burning a total of 447,420 acres. Working the fire as of 
August 9th, were 12 Hand Crews, 5 Dozers, 6 Engines, 3 Helicopters, 
1 Water Tender and a total of 372 Personnel. As of August 14th, 1” of 
rain fell leaving limited opportunity for the fires to progress. 

                   ��������	
�
��������           

                                       August - 291                           
                               Year Total - 2387 
 

Group 3 Deals With Unusual Situation 
At Motor Vehicle Crash  
 
A call from the police on August 3rd at 10:42 sent crews to the area 
of 239 Webster Street for a motor vehicle accident. Toned to the 
scene were Ambulance 1 with a crew of Firefighters Weeks and 
Conlon and Engine 2 with a crew of Captain Hansen and 
Firefighters Mamone and Lappin. Ambulance 1 was first to arrive at 
the scene and reported off the road in a ditch. After further 
investigation crews found the driver still in the vehicle not able to 
exit the van. Due to the location the van ended up in it was in 
danger of rolling over with the operator inside.  
 
At 10:54 command request Rescue 1 with a crew of Firefighter 
Sliver to the scene for stabilization. Car 2 with Deputy Carter also 
responded to the scene. While on scene crews awaited the arrival of 
the rescue they continued to try to talk the driver from the vehicle 
but he declined to exit the van.  
 
At 11:06 a tow truck from D & R Towing was requested to the 
scene to assist with stabilization. On arrival of Rescue 1 staged with 
the tow truck hooked onto the vehicle for stabilization. With the 
driver remaining in the vehicle a second tow truck was called to the 
scene to provide further stabilization and to remove the vehicle. 
Chains were hooked to both the front and rear of the vehicle and 
together the tow trucks slowly pulled the vehicle out of the ditch. 
The driver was not injured and crews cleared the scene at 11:53.  

Firefighters Weeks and Lappin standby while crews from D & R 
Towing hook up chains to remove this vehicle that went into a ditch in 
the area of 239 Webster Street on August 3rd. 
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Crazy Mountain Complex fire Steese Hwy Perimeter the fire burned over 

447,420 acres. Photo from the National Interagency Fire Center 

An unknown basketball player walks into Zheng Garden Restaurant  
during an oven fire at the location on August 18th.  



The fire was placed under control a short time later with crews 
returning to town at 17:28.  
 
On August 12th, the cats owners Sara and her son Teddy and the 
rescued cat Maverick visited Firefighter Sliver at Station 4.  The 
family was very grateful for the treatment Firefighter Sliver provided 
Maverick who suffered from smoke inhalation. In gratitude the family 
also presented Jay with a fruit basket. 
 
A job well done goes out to Jay for saving a life. 

Engine 4 Called To Pelham Working Fire 
As RIT And Save A Life 
 
On August 4th, shortly before 16:30 Pelham firefighters were toned 
to 386 Mammoth Road for a building fire. On arrival of the first 
engine crews found smoke showing from a ranch style duplex home 
and requested a working fire. Upon entry crews found a heavy fire 
condition in the basement of one of the units. 
 
At 16:47 Dispatcher Morton received a call from Pelham Dispatch 
requesting an engine to the scene as a RIT company. Engine 4 with 
a crew of Lieutenant Paquette and Firefighters Lambert and Sliver 
along with Car 2 with Deputy Carter were toned to the scene.  
 
On arrival Engine 4 set up for RIT operations in the front of the 
building and completed a walk around. While checking the rear of 
the building they vented the basement windows. As they worked the 
home owner approached the crew with a cat Pelham crews had 
rescued from the fire that was in need of oxygen. Firefighter Sliver 
administered oxygen to the cat reviving the animal. Deputy Carter 
assisted with command.  
 

Top photo: Pelham firefighters battled a basement fire at 386 
Mammoth Road on August 4th. Bottom photo: Firefighter Jay Sliver 
administers oxygen to a cat that Pelham firefighters rescued from the 
burning home. 
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            Department Anniversaries 
             

                       
                          Torrey Demanche 8/3/1998 
                          Dave Cormier 8/19/2001 
                          Dennis Haerinck 8/27/2002 
                          Bob Haggerty 8/27/2002 
                          Ted Trost 8/27/2002 
                          Shawn Chamberlain 8/26/2007 
                          Dan Skafas 8/1/2008 
                          Anthony Smith 8/1/2008 
                          Ben Crane 8/1/2008  
                                                     

Maverick the cat and his owners Sara and Teddy visited 
Firefighter Jay Sliver on August 12th, thanking him for 
providing treatment after a house fire on August 4th. 
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Firefighters from Lowell Mass were assisted by Billerica and Chelmsford  
firefighters battling this 3rd alarm at 31 Auburn Street in Lowell on  
August 6th.   

Companies Respond To Pelham 2nd 
Alarm 
 
A two alarm fire on August 17th, in a mobile home located at 563 
Mammoth Road in Pelham injured one person and required 
companies from Pelham, Hudson Litchfield, Salem and Windham to 
control the flames. Dispatcher Robertson received a call from 
Pelham Dispatch at 18:10 requesting an ambulance to the scene of 
the fire to treat a resident injured trying to rescue an animal from the 
burning home. Ambulance 2 with a crew of Firefighters Bradish and 
Winsor were toned to the scene. 
 
On arrival of Pelham crews the building was heavily involved and 
had collapsed in areas, a defensive attack was begun.  An additional 
call from Pelham Dispatch requested and engine to the scene after 
Command requested a second alarm. Toned to the scene at 18:23 
was Engine 4 as the RIT Team with a crew of Lieutenant Dube,  

Pictured above are the departments newest EMT’s l to r Don Williams, 
Corey Morin, Steve Jarry, Anthony Smith and Brian Surrette. Missing 
Dan Skafas  

Top photo: Ambulance 1 treats a resident that was injured during a 2 
alarm fire at 563 Mammoth Road in Pelham on August 17th. Bottom 
photo: Chief Murray directs operations as Pelham crews open at the 
second alarm at 563 Mammoth Road in Pelham. Photos by Paul 
MacCallum 

Firefighters Armand and Pike along with Car 1 with Chief Murray. 
 
On arrival Engine 4 was assigned to fire attack with Chief Murray 
assuming operations. Engine 4 used a 1 3/4 line to assist  knocking 
down the heavy fire and hitting many hot spots in the collapsed trailer. 
Ambulance 1 transported the injured resident to a Nashua Hospital for 
treatment.  A big thanks to fire photographer Paul MacCallem for the 
use of the photos.  



Firefighters Bavaro, Berube, Lieutenant Dube and an off duty Nashua 
firefighter begin treatment on the operator of a motorcycle that 
crashed head-on into a SUV on Spear Road on August 18th. Photo by Al 
Boucher 
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Crews Respond To Two Motorcycle 
Accidents 
 
A single motorcycle accident on August 17th, caused serious injury 
to the lone rider. Dispatcher Morton received a 911 call reporting a 
motorcycle into a building at 9 Pine Road. Toned to the scene at 
23:25 were Engine 4 with a crew of Lieutenant Dube, Firefighters 
Armand and Pike, Ambulance 2 with a crew of Firefighters Cormier 
and Bradish. 
 
On arrival Engine 4 reported a motorcycle into a wall with one 
patient. After crews evaluated the patient’s condition a medic was 
requested to the scene. Forestry 2 with Captain Gannon and 
Firefighter Skafas responded to the scene. The patient was packaged 
and transported to a Nashua Hospital and later Med Flighted to a 
Boston Hospital for treatment of severe injuries.   
 
The second accident took place on August 18th, on Spear Road. 
Dispatcher Morton received several calls reporting a motorcycle 
accident with entrapment. Toned to the scene at 19:47 were 
Ambulance 2 with a crew of Firefighters Bavaro and Berube, Engine 
4 with a crew of Lieutenant Dube and Firefighters Rich and Sulin, 
Rescue 1 with a crew of Captain Morin and Firefighters Carrier and 
Weeks, Car 1 with Chief Murray and Car 3 with Captain Grebinar. 
 
The accident happened after the motorcycle lost control on a sharp 
curve striking the vehicle head-on. On arrival Ambulance 2 reported 
a person under a vehicle. Crews quickly evaluated the patient and 
determined there was no entrapment. The patient was treated and 
transported to a Nashua Hospital with Engine 4 and Rescue 1 
assisting with patient care and removing hazards from the vehicles.  

Firefighters Weeks and Bavaro open up the ceiling at the Zheng Garden 
Restaurant at 43 Lowell to check for extension after a grease fire on 
August 18th. Photo by Kevin Grebinar 

Grease Fire Quickly Knocked Down By 
Crews 
 
On August 18th, at 18:14 while Engine 4 was traveling to Central 
Station spotted heavy smoke coming from the rear of the Zheng 
Garden Restaurant at 43 Lowell Road. At the same time Engine 4 
spotted the smoke Fire Alarm was receiving numerous calls reporting 
the same condition. 
 
As Engine 4’s crew of Lieutenant Dube and Firefighters Rich and 
Sulin checked inside the restaurant they found a heavy smoke 
condition and requested a first alarm. Toned to the scene were Engine 
2 with a crew of Captain Morin, Firefighters Carrier, Weeks and 
Weaver, Ladder 2 with a crew of Lieutenant Paquette, Firefighters 
Berube, Bavaro and Chamberlain, Car 1 with Chief Murray and Car 3 
with Captain Grebinar.  
 
Lieutenant Dube entered the building while Engine 4’s crew stretched 
a line to the door. He found a large commercial oven with flames 
rolling out impinging on the ceiling. He used a Dry Chemical 
extinguisher and quickly had the fire contained. Engine 2 arrived on 
the scene and assumed command and checked the ceiling for 
extension. Ladder 2’s crew split up and performed a primary search 
on the second floor of the building along with checking the 
ventilation system for extension.  
 
The ceiling in the kitchen area was opened up in the area of the vent 
pipes but again no fire was found. Chief Murray and Captain 
Grebinar assisted with operations. The call was placed under control 
at 18:27. Fire Prevention Officer Dube was called to the scene to 
investigate for a cause. The Towns Health Officer Olensak was also 
requested to the scene.  



A Station 1 Icon Is Gone 
 
For 28 years a 3 pound plus size can of B & M Baked Beans resided 
in the kitchen cabinets at Station 1. This can of beans has been there 
since the 1981 and was purchased for $2.09. For many years the can 
resided in a back corner of a cabinet forgotten. A few years ago the 
can was spotted and became a wonder and conversation piece. 
 
Over the years pressure built up in the can bulging out the sides and 
lifting the lid. The can became an icon over the years as new 
members would open the cabinet door and see the large bulging can 
and ask what was the meaning of the can? Members at Station 1 
cared for the can and watched over it all these years.  
 
Finally on August 14th, the pressure became to much for the can 
and it blew its lid ending a long standing relationship with Engine 
Company 1.  
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Group 2 members responded to Haffner's Gas Station at ### Lowell 
with Engine 4 and Rescue 1 to deal with a large gasoline spill. The 
person involved with the spill in the light blue shirt looks familiar and is 
a captain of both the pictured boat and HFD.  

Firefighter Dean Sulin collects a donation during the last MDA Boot 
drive for 2009 was held on August 18th. Photo by Al Boucher 

Another Great Year For MDA 
 
The last MDA Boot Drive for 2009 was held on August 18th, at the 
intersection of Derry, Ferry and Chase Streets. Members were out 
asking motorist to fill the boot.  
 
A total of $3,270.00 was collected during the last drive making the 
year total $14, 868.89.  
 
A check will be presented to MDA during the Jerry Lewis MDA 
Telethon held on Labor Day. A job well done goes out to all the 
members that participated in the boot drives. 

Nashua Fire recently placed a 2008 Ford F-550/CET with a 500 gallon 
foam tank into service as part of the SMART TEAM. This apparatus is 
quartered with Engine 5 at the Airport Station. Photo by Nashua Firefighter 
Bob Fitz Jr. 
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During the month of August department members completed Decon 
training. Group 1 members set up a decon station using Engines 2, 4 and 
Ladder 2.  

Firefighters Haerinck and Berube work to free the finger of this little 
girl from a drinking cup cover on August 27. Photo by Al Boucher 

Simple Rescue Means A Lot To Little Girl 
 
On August 27th, at 18:23 while Group 1 members were training at 
Memorial School a mother and her young daughter approached 
members looking for help. The girl while playing with a travel cup 
got her finger stuck in the cover drinking hole. 
 
At first some tools from the tool box put fear into the girl wondering 
what the members were going to do. Firefighters Haerinck and 
Berube evaluated the situation and requested that some cooking oil 
from a concession stand at the nearby football practice be used to 
remove the cover. The oil was used but a lip inside the cover would 
not allow for the finger to be removed.  
 
Next the members used the ring cutter to cut the plastic around the 
finger. This brought on more fear to the girl but after a few cuts with   

the ring cutter and a quick pull the finger was free. With great relief 
the girl and her mother thanked the crew for their help. The cover was 
given back to the girl for her summer story at school.   

Top photo: Litchfield Fire held a training burn on August 29th, on 
Derry Road crews from Litchfield, Londonderry, Amherst, Gilford 
and the Hudson Explorer Post participated in the drill. Bottom photo: 
Explorer Post members in front of the burn building. 
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           Department Profile: Newbury          
           NH Fire Department 
 
This month we visit the Newbury NH Fire Department. Newbury is 
located in the Sunapee Lake Region of New Hampshire on the shores 
of Lake Sunapee. The town is bordered by the towns of Bradford, 
Sutton, New London, Goshen and Sunapee. Newbury is 35.8 square 
miles in size with a population of  just below 2200 residents. The 
town had a large portion of Lake Sunapee within its borders along 
with the Mount Sunapee Ski Area. These recreation areas bring many 
visitors to the area throughout the year.  
 
The Newbury Fire Department was founded in 1927. Charles H. Dicy 
was selected to serve as Towns first Fire Chief and was given a 
budget of $2,000 to purchase fire equipment. Sixty six members 
made up the Newbury Volunteer Fire Department at that first 
meeting.  
 
The department purchased its first fire truck in 1928 and the 
apparatus was housed in Dicy’s Garage, Newbury’s first fire station. 
Firefighters were notified of fires by the towns church bells until a 
siren was acquired. 
 
In 1928 land was donated for a firehouse which was built on the 
current station location at 952 Route 103. That original building was 
damaged in a fire in 1984 and rebuilt the following year. 
 
In 1942 a Chevrolet Combination pump was purchased. A 600 gallon 
tank truck was purchased in 1948 and in 1956 a Ford 2000 with a 150 
gpm pump and a 500 gallon water tank was purchased by the 
department along with a 1956 Chevrolet tanker. In the 1960s a Army 
surplus 2 1/2 ton 6X6 truck was purchased. In 1964 a Maxim 
International pump with a 750 gpm pump was added to roster.  
 
Also in the 1960s the department first fire boat went into service. The 
Aquabat, was a wooden hulled inboard with a 150 gpm fire pump. 
 
Today the Newbury Fire Department is commanded by Fire Chief 
Henry E. Thomas Jr. He commands 29 on call officers and 
firefighters. Seven members are Nationally Registered Emergency 
Medical Technicians, at the First Responder, Basic, Intermediate and 
Paramedic Levels.  
  
Ambulance response is handled by The Bradford Rescue Squad and 
New London Ambulance Service with Newbury Medical personnel as 
first responders. Dispatching is completed by New London Dispatch. 
Newbury has the number 83 before their truck number to identify the 
town when calling Dispatch. In 2008 Newbury Firefighters responded 
to 270 calls for service.  
 
The department operates out of two stations The second station is 
located in the Blodgets Landing section of Newbury off of Route 
103A. The department operates four engines, one tanker and a fire 
boat.  
 
Engine 1 is a 2004 V-TEC/Ford Light Rescue. this truck carries the 
departments auto and other rescue equipment. Engine 2 is a 1988 
FMC Spartan with a 1000 gpm pump and 1000 gallon tank which 
serves as the water supply unit.  
 
 See Profile continued on Page 10 

Top photo: Engine 1 is a 2004 V-TEC/Ford Light Rescue. Middle photo: 
Engine 2 is a 1988 FMC Spartan. Bottom photo: Engine 3 is a 2000 
Freightliner.  
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Profile continued from page 9 
 
Engine 3 is a 2000 Freightliner with 1500 gallon pump and a 1500 
gallon tank which serves as the primary attack unit. This truck also 
carries a set of auto rescue tools. Engine 4 is a 1978 Ford L8000 
Engine with a 1000 gpm pump.   
 
Tanker 1, a 2008 Kenworth/Valley tanker, with a 2000 gallon tank 
and 500 gallon pump. Boat 1is a 24 ft Winninghoff Star aluminum 
Fire/Rescue boat. Newbury is the only town on Lake Sunapee to 
operated a fire boat. The boat has dual 250 gpm pumps that can 
operate from the boat or supply water to the engines on shore. 
 
Car 1, is a Ford Crown Victoria and is a former Newbury Police 
vehicle. Newbury Fire Department's pride and joy is a 1942 
Chevrolet Pumper. The piece is still operational and has been fully 
restored. The pump and hose body on this truck is from the 
Newbury's original 1927 fire truck. 
 
Thanks goes out to Fire Chief  Thomas for his assistance with the 
information for this article and Fire Apparatus Photographer Eric 
Fellows for the photos of Engine 2 and Boat 1. 

Top photo: Tanker 1, a 2008 Kenworth/Valley tanker. Middle photo: 
Boat 1is a 24 ft Winninghoff Star aluminum Fire/Rescue boat . Bottom 
photo: Newbury Fire Department's pride and joy is a 1942 Chevrolet 
Pumper. 

Who is the happier man, 

he who braved the storm of life and lived, 

or he who has stayed on shore 

and merely existed? 

   1815 Genesee Street  3rd Alarm 

1815 Genesee  
      Street  

In memory of Buffalo NY 
Firefighters Lieutenant 
Charles "Chip" McCarthy 
and Firefighter Jonathan 
Croom who died in the line 
of duty on August 24, 2009. 
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State Firefighters Convention To Be Held 
 
The New Hampshire State Firefighters Association will hold 112th 
Annual State Firemen's Convention & Conference on September 11, 
12 & 13th, 2009 at the Snowy Owl Inn in Waterville Valley, NH.  
 

Events at the convention are as follow. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11th 

8:00 AM – Executive Board breakfast meeting 
1:00 PM – Registration 
3:00 PM – Horseshoes 
7:00 PM – Annual business meeting 
Dinner – On your own at Snowy Owl or Legends. 
8:30 PM – Legends Sports Bar – DJ, pool tournament, 
finger foods, raffles / door prizes 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th 

8:00 AM to 12:00 – Registration 
9:00 AM – Vendors 
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM – Driving program….$100, $75, and $50 
prizes. 
TBA AM – Companion Program 
10:00 AM – Education program—”Courage to be Safe” 
1:00 PM – Education program—TBA 
TBA PM – Companion Program 
3:00 PM – Horseshoe Tournament 
3:00 PM – 5:00 PM – Networking Social (Snowy Owl Lounge) 
6:00 PM – Social hour 
7:00 PM – Banquet 

 
 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th 
10:00 AM — Round Table – The Twin Rivers Swift Water Team 
  
The Snowy Owl Package is $246.00 which includes lodging for 
Friday and Saturday nights and breakfast for two on Saturday and 
Sunday mornings.  
 
For more information, call 466-2254, E-mail 
NHSFA@myfairpoint.net.  
  

Lieutenant Al Dube is really taking his flower business to heart keeping 
plants close as possible. 

Chief Murray vehicle received a new command post light. The light will 
also serve as a bow light for the new Marine 2. 
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Captain Roger Spooner with the hat, Firefighter Cindy 
Collishaw and an unknown firefighter take readings 
during a tanker drill held in the early 1980’s. 

Tail 
Board 

Crews contain a garage fire at the Collins House on Lowell Road in 1973. 

Firefighter Joe Keuenhoof after a fire on a very cold 
night. 

This unusual photo is of Tanker 2 a on White cab and Chassis and a 4900 
gallon water tank.  




