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Nashua crews perform ventilation after a basement fire broke out at 
this home at 78 Lock Street on April 3rd. Three engines and a ladder 
were needed to control the blaze.  

                   ��������	
�
��������           

                               April -  343                                   
                               Year Total - 1123 
 

Captain Tice along with Firefighter Mallen remove hazards after this 
vehicle crashed in the area of 30 Breakneck Road on April 5th.  

Breakneck Road Crash Injures Two 
 
A single vehicle roll-over accident on April 5th, injured two 
occupants and caused severe damage to the car. Dispatcher Robertson 
received a 911 call at 20:54 reporting the crash in the area of 30 
Breakneck Road. Toned to the scene were Ambulance 1 with a crew 
of Firefighters Provencal and Bradish, Engine 4 with a crew of 
Lieutenant Chaput, Firefighters Lambert and Sliver, Rescue 1 with a 
crew of Captain Tice, Firefighters Sullivan and Mallen, Engine 1 with 
a crew of Firefighters Robertson, Weaver and Rice along with Chief 
Murray and Deputy Carter. 
 
The accident happen after the driver lost control of the vehicle at a 
high speed, crossed the road hitting a telephone pole and a large rock 
flipping over sliding on its roof until striking the curb on the other 
side of the road and flipped back onto its wheels.  
 
Chief Murray arrived on the scene at 21:00 and reported a single 
vehicle with possible traumatic injuries. A short time later he updated 
fire alarm reporting confirmed injury with no entrapment and 
continued all companies. Ambulance 1 began treatment of two 
patients one was out of the vehicle on arrival with a second patient 
still in the vehicle suffering from injuries. Rescue 1’s crew were 
assigned to removed the hazards while Engine 1’s crew assisted. 
Engine 4 was cleared from the scene. 
 
After both patients were evaluated a second ambulance was requested 
to the scene. Ambulance 2 with a crew of Lieutenant Paquette and 
Firefighter Mulcay responded to the scene at 21:14. The call was 
placed under control at 21:31 with both patients being transported to 
local hospitals. On arrival at the hospital the trauma team was 
activated for the passenger who was later taken to a Boston hospital 
for further treatment. Engine 1 remained at the scene until the vehicle 
was towed away. 

The explorers assisted the Newfield's Fire Department at a training 
drill on April 5th.  

Teen-ager Hurt After Explosion 
 
A teen-ager suffered burns to the face after an explosive device he 
was lighting went off . Dispatcher Robertson received a 911 call at 
19:49 reporting the incident at 6 Vernon Street. Toned to the scene 
were Ambulance 1 with a crew of Firefighters Carrier and Berube and 
Engine 2 with a crew of Captain Morin and Firefighters Bavaro and 
Lambert.  
 
On arrival crews found the patient suffering from facial burns and 
upon further investigation found that some type of device with 
gunpowder that had exploded in the backyard of the home after the 
teen-ager lit a makeshift wick. Fire Prevention Officer Dube and 
Deputy Buxton were called to the scene and the State Fire Marshal 
was notified. The call placed under control at 20:32      
 
The patient was transported to a local hospital then to Shriners 
Hospital in Boston for further treatment.  
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Dispatcher Warren Glenn was sworn in as the Hudson American Legion 
Post 48 Commander on April 9th.   

Warren Glenn Named American Legion 
Post 48 Commander  
 
Dispatcher Warren Glenn has been elected Commander of the 
Hudson American Legion Post 48. The swearing in ceremony was 
held at the Post Hall on April 9th. Post, family and department 
members attended the ceremony.  
 
District 2 Commander Ruth Wriggle performed the swearing in 
ceremony of all the Legions Officers. Warren will serve as 
commander for one year and has a full agenda to complete during his 
command. This is his second term as commander. He will also serve 
as the Chairman of the Executive Board of the post. All of us here at 
HFD wish Warren the best of luck during his term.  
 

On April 10th, during Group 3’s RIT training the ca use for the 
wearing of helmets backwards was discovered. This affliction seems to 
only effect those over 50 years old. 

Members overhaul this area of brush that burned on April 10th, behind 
28 Bear Path Lane. A Nancy Valenti photo 

Extra Engine And Forestry Called To 
Brush Fire 
 
A brush fire on April 10th, required and extra engine and forestry to 
control. Dispatcher Robertson received two 911 calls reporting the 
fire behind 28 Bear Path Lane at 15:47. Toned to the scene were 
Engine 2 with a crew of Lieutenant Paquette and Firefighters 
Mamone and Rich, Forestry 2 with a crew of Captain Morin and 
Firefighters Mulcay and Hallowell along with Deputy Buxton and 
Firefighter Morin. 
 
Engine 2 arrived on the scene at 15:52 and reported a large area of 
brush with exposures and requested an additional forestry to the 
scene. Engine 2’s crew began attacking the blaze with a handline and 
APWs. Forestry 2’s crew stretched a second line from behind 32 
Bear Path Lane stopping the spreading fire. Forestry 1 with a crew of 
Captain Grebinar was toned to the scene. Deputy Buxton arrived on 
the scene and assumed command and requested and additional 
engine for water supply.  
 
At 15:55 Engine 4 with a crew of Captain Hansen and Firefighters 
Conlon and Weeks were toned to the scene. Engine 4 laid a supply 
line from a hydrant to Forestry 2 and the fire was placed under 
control at 16:05.  
 
Fire Prevention Officer Dube was called to the scene to investigate 
for a cause. A juvenile admitted to starting the fire and will attend 
the juvenile intervention program.  
 
The fire area was overhauled and the last crews cleared the scene at 
16:48.         

            Department Anniversaries 
             

                            
                        Michelle Rudolph 4/1/1981 
                        Jim Paquette 4/20/1997 
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Lowell Mass firefighters battled this 2 alarm fire in a triple decker on 
April 14th, at 15 Auburn Street.  

Firefighters Sulin and Berube tunnel into the vehicle during auto 
extrication training held on April 17th, at Sams Club. A Gerry Carrier 
photo 

Two Ambulances Respond To Litchfield 
Roll-Over 
 
On April 15th, at 07:27 Dispatcher Glenn received a call reporting a 
vehicle motor vehicle accident involving three vehicles with 
entrapment in the area of 494 Charles Bancroft Highway in 
Litchfield. Toned to the scene were Ambulance 1 with a crew of 
Firefighter Carrier and Sulin along with Deputy Carter and Litchfield 
crews. 
 
Litchfield 02 arrived at the scene at 07:35 and reported three 
vehicles, heavy damage with one vehicle rolled over and no 
entrapment. Ambulance 1’s crew began treatment on two patients 
with Deputy Carter assisting command. After evaluating the patients 
command requested a second ambulance to the scene at 07:49.  
 
Ambulance 3 with a crew of Firefighters Blinn and Chamberlain 
responded. Both patients were treated and transported to local 
hospitals the call was placed under control at 07:56.   

Auto Extrication Course Held 
 
Firefighters from New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Maine, Vermont, New York, New Jersey, South Carolina and 
Colorado gathered at Kings Court for an auto extrication course. The 
course stretched for three days April 15th, 16th and 17th.  
 
The course was put on by The Scene Of The Accident Group which 
is a non-profit corporation founded by Todd Hoffman. Todd 
Hoffman the lead instructor has been in the automotive industry for 
over 30 years. His extensive knowledge of vehicle construction and 
vehicles systems has proved invaluable to Emergency Personnel.  
 
He travels around the country developing and presenting safety 
programs for Emergency Personnel. The course provides training to 
all Fire, EMS and Law Enforcement agencies across the United 
States.  

The first two days of the course are classroom based which covered 
subjects such as vehicle safety, vehicle design, vehicle restraints, 
alternative fuels, vehicle extrication, vehicle fires, and highway 
safety. Much of the information is designed to give responders the 
knowledge they need to deal with the newer model vehicles and the 
airbag systems, hood and trunk struts during fire conditions and 
general safety while working on roadways. 
 
The third day of the course involved hands on training cutting up 22 
vehicles in the Sams Club parking lot. Amkas Rescue Tools had a 
mobile showroom truck on hand and all the tools the company 
manufactures for the students to use.  
 
Rescue from rollovers, under objects, against objects and tunneling 
into vehicles were practiced. Students even were able to cut a car in-
half and fold it on to its self.  Each department member that took part 
in the course are now certified to teach the rest of the department. 

Firefighters Berube and Weeks sit in the back seat of this vehicle after 
it was folded in-half  during auto extrication training held on April 
17th, at Sams Club.  
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Deputy Buxton commands the scene with Lieutenant Rudolph assisting 
as crew members from Ladder 2 vent the second floor after a fire broke 
out at this home at 55 Melendy Road. Photo by Al Boucher 

Lieutenant Chaput and Firefighter Haerinck get ready to knock down 
this pickup truck fire at 8 Shelley Drive on April 16th. 

burning in the walls on the first and second floors. Engines 3 and  4 
along with the Nashua Ladder were assigned to remove insulation to 
get at the fire.    
 
Inspector Triolo was requested to the scene to assist with the  
investigation of the fire. As crews continued to open up more fire was 
found burning in the walls. All suppression companies cleared the 
scene at 16:48 with the Prevention Division continuing to look for a 
cause. Crews from Nashua, Londonderry and Litchfield covered 
Hudson’s Stations during the fire. 

Crews Battle Melendy Road Working 
Fire  
 
Dispatcher Glenn received a call at 14:20 from 911 reporting a 
building fire at 55 Melendy Road. Toned to the scene were Engine 4 
with a crew of Lieutenant Chaput and Firefighters Robertson and 
Haerinck, Engine 2 with a crew of Captains Morin, Brough and 
Firefighters Berube and Bavaro, Ambulance 1 with a crew of 
Firefighters Sulin and Carrier, Ladder 2 with a crew of Fire 
Prevention Officer Dube, Firefighter D Dubowik and Explorer 
Skafas, Forestry 1 with a crew of Captain Grebinar along with 
Deputy Buxton and Lieutenant Rudolph, Deputy Carter and Chief 
Murray. 
 
Engine 4 arrived on the scene at 14:30 and reported smoke showing 
from a single family 1 1/2 story home. They stretched a line to the 
front door. Engine 2 reverse laid a supply line from Engine 4 and 
with assistance of Ambulance 1’s crew vented the building and 
stretched a backup line into the building. Ladder 2 placed the aerial 
to the roof. As Engine 4 was gaining entrance to the building 
neighbors advised crews that elderly persons lived in the home and 
had not been seen. Engine 4’s entry to the home was slowed due 
furniture blocking the front door. Once inside Engine 4 reported fire 
conditions on the first floor and a working fire response was 
requested.  
 
Toned on the working fire were Engine 3 with a crew of Firefighters 
Blinn and Chamberlain, Engine 1, Rescue 1 and a Nashua Ladder as 
the RIT Team. Engine and Rescue 1 did not respond due to the lack 
of manpower.  
 
On arrival Deputy Buxton assumed command and Deputy Carter 
assumed interior with Chief Murray assisting command. Both 
Engine’s 4 and 2 reported heavy heat and smoke conditions in the 
building. Engine 2’s crew searched the second floor while Engine 4 
knocked down the fire. Engine 3’s crew was assigned to the 
basement after it was found the fire had burned a hole in the first 
floor and heavy smoke was coming from that area. The fire was 
knocked down at 14:39 with companies overhauling. Fire was found  

Brush Fire Burns Half An Acre Off Of 
Burnham Road 
 
Dispatcher Glenn received a call from the police on April 18th, 
reporting a small brush fire at the cemetery on Burnham Road. Toned 
to the scene at 11:52 were Engine 2 with a crew of Captain Morin and 
Firefighters Rich and Mamone and Forestry 1 with a crew of Captain 
Grebinar and Firefighter Chamberlain.   
 
On arrival Engine 2 found a large brush fire a distance in the woods 
and requested an additional forestry to the scene. Forestry 2 with a 
crew of Lieutenant Dube and Firefighter Conlon were toned to the 
scene at 12:02. With the weather conditions and the location of the 
fire Deputies Carter and Buxton and Chief Murray responded to the 
scene to assist crews.  Two lines were stretched from Forestry 1 and 
the fire was contained at 12:12. A third line was stretched from 
Forestry 2 on the west side of the fire for overhaul.  
 
A water supply was set up by Engine 2 at a hydrant on Burnham Road 
to fill the forestry's. A Floater Pump was also put in service in Otternic  
Pond to supply additional water to the scene. Crews worked for 
sometime overhauling numerous hot spots. 
 
Fire Prevention Officer Dube was called to the scene to investigate for 
a cause. crews cleared the scene at 13:34    
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Lieutenant Dube and Firefighter Mamone standby after knocking down 
this blaze at 34 Charles Bancroft Highway in Litchfield on April 18th.   

Firefighter Dean Sulin Hudson Grange 
Firefighter Of The Year  
 
Dean Sulin was awarded the Hudson Grange Firefighter of the Year 
Award on April 22nd, at a ceremony held the the Old Recreation 
Building. Grange Secretary Lawlor read the nomination letter Chief 
Murray submitted recommending Dean for the award.  
 
The letter stated Dean shows professionalism, loyalty and dedication in 
his firefighting duties. When asked to assist or perform extra duties he 
rarely will say no. He is one of the departments mechanics that has 
taken on the task to keep the fleet up and running a task that at time is 
a challenge. As a Emergency Medical Technician he provides the 
highest level of care and compassion for the patients he treats. Dean 
has been a members of the department, since May 13, 2001.  
 
Dean also gave twenty one years of service serving in the Air force. 
Dean was based at Pease Air force Base were he obtained the rank of 
Assistant Chief. Letter ended with Dean an asset to the department. 
 
All of us at HFD send our congratulation to Dean and a job well done. 

Central Crews First Due At Litchfield 
Working Fire 
 
Central crews were first due at a working fire in Litchfield on April 
18th. Dispatcher Glenn received a 911 call at 14:36 reporting a 
building fire at 34 Charles Bancroft Highway in Litchfield. Toned to 
the scene were Litchfield crews and Engine 2 with a crew of 
Lieutenant Dube and Firefighter Rich and Mamone, Ladder 2 with a 
crew of Captain Grebinar, Firefighters Brideau and Cormier along 
with Chief Murray, and Deputies Carter and Buxton. While 
companies were enroute Tanker 5 with a crew of Captain Morin and 
Firefighter Conlon was requested to the scene.  
 
Litchfield Chief Schofield arrived on the scene at 14:41 and reported  
a one story single family home with smoke showing and requested a 
working fire. Engine 2 stretched a line into the building while 
Ladder 2 performed ventilation. The first arriving Litchfield engine 
laid a supply line and stretched a backup line into the building. 
 
Toned on the working fire were Ambulance 1 with a crew of 
Firefighters Blinn and Chamberlain, Rescue 1 which did not respond 
due to the lack of manpower and a Londonderry engine. Deputies 
Buxton and Carter assisted attack crews while Chief Murray assisted 
with command. Tanker 5’s crew stretched a supply line to Engine 2 
as a standby.  
 
Crews had the fire knocked down at 15:01 but fire burning in the 
walls of a first floor bathroom and in the basement would kept crews 
busy opening up and overhauling. Chainsaws and axes were needed 
to open a large area of the exterior wall and extensive removing of 
sheetrock took time. The Londonderry crew assisted with knocking 
down hot spots in the basement. 
 
Fire Prevention Officer Dube was called to the scene to assist with 
investigating for cause. Hudson crews returned to town at 16:15.      

Firefighter Dean Sulin was awarded the Hudson Grange Firefighter of the 
Year Award on April 22nd. 

"If Prometheus was worthy of the wrath of 
heaven for kindling the first fire upon earth, 
how ought all the Gods to honor the men who 
make it their professional business to put it 
out?"  

John Godfrey Saxe, circa 1850 



Hudson Heat April 2008                                                                                                                                         Page 8 

Department Profile - Nashua NH Fire 
Rescue 
 
This month we visit the Nashua Fire Rescue. The city of Nashua is 
located in southern NH and borders the State of Massachusetts. 
Nashua border towns include Hudson to the east, Hollis to the west, 
Merrimack to the north and Tyngsboro and Dunstable Mass to the 
south. The city is 30.9 square miles in size with a population of 
87,157. Within the cities borders are two major hospitals, several 
universities, collages, and a large downtown area with multiple story 
buildings and packed neighborhoods with triple deckers and large 
railroad switching yard. Apartment and condominium complexes are 
spread throughout the city. There are also many shopping malls. 
Route 3 a major highway runs through the middle of the city with 
several state routes also winding through the Nashua’s limits. Nashua 
was first known as Dunstable in the 1600’s when the first settlers 
came to the area. The name was officially changed to Nashua on 
January 1, 1837. Nashua was incorporated as a city in June of 1853.  
 
The first fire engine in Dunstable arrived in 1824. The engine 
protected the Nashua Manufacturing Company. In the early years of 
the volunteer department the engine companies were given names 
such as Niagara, Lafayette, Protector, and Torrent. The municipal fire 
department was organized on September 1, 1837. In 1847 the town 
had nine fire stations and work was being completed to bring hydrants 
to Main Street. In 1848 a large fire in the Central Building on Main 
Street determined a need for more fire protection in the city. In 1850 
the city report showed the departments strength at three engine 
companies, one hose company and a hook and ladder company with 
150 men. In 1853 when the Nashua became a city the full-time 
department was organized. A new Central Station was built in 1870 
and remained in service until the 1970’s. The building still stands 
near the Nashua Library on Court Street.  
 
Many large fires have burned in the city over the years the biggest 
being a conflagration on May 4, 1930. The Crown Hill Fire destroyed 
150 houses, with 200 damaged, 6 industries and 2 churches were 
destroyed. The fire burned a 2-mile by 1/2 mile path from Temple 
Street to the Nashua Country Club where it finally died out. With luck 
no one was killed in the blaze. Hudson crews made a stand on Mason 
Street stopping the fire from spreading to Main Street. To this day the 
fire remains the largest ever to hit the city. In 1927 the city purchased 
its first ladder truck. This truck was the first aerial apparatus in the 
area and was first put to work on October 10, 1927 when a fire on the 
third floor of the Montcalm Block which was located along Main 
Street. Since 1837 ten Nashua Firefighters have given theirs lives in 
the line of duty.  
 
Hudson crews have responded to many large fires in the city over the 
years some include Chagnon Lumber, Main at Park Streets, the 
Beason Block, St Laurent Street Berkshire Inn, Marshall Street 
Nashua Lumber, West Hollis Street St. Louis De Gonzague Church, 
Main Street Star Cinema, Fatal third alarm fire on Fletcher Way, 221 
Main Street, 245 Main Street, Congress Street, 4 alarms - Elm Street, 
5th Alarm - 8-16 Maple St, 7 alarms - Palm Street Batesville Casket, 
5 alarms with rescues - 67 Palm Street, Amherst Street - K-Mart 
Store, 4th Alarm - 4 Abbott Street, 4 alarms - 61 Walnut Street, 5 
alarms - Concord Street Pennichuck Water Works, 6 alarms - 88 
West Hollis Street, 4 alarms - 44 Canal Street, 4 alarms - 43-45 East 
Pearl Street, 4th Alarm - 86 Kinsley Street, 5th Alarm - 34-36 and 30  
 
See Profile continued on page 9 

Top Photo: Engine 4 is a 2004 Pierce Arrow XT. Second photo: Engine 1 
is a 2001 Pierce Enforcer . Third photo: Engine 2 is a 1997 Pierce Saber. 
Bottom photo: Engine 3 is a 1995 Pierce Arrow . 
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Profile continued from page 8 
 
Perham Street, 5 alarms - 20 Morgan Street, 4th Alarm - 40 Whitney 
Street, 5th Alarm - Burke St, 5-alarms - 96 Palm Street, 4 alarm - 70 - 
72 Lock Street, 4 alarm - 58 Ash Street, 4 alarm - 18 Arlington Street, 
4 alarm - Haines Street, and a  4 alarm - Worchester Street  to name a 
few.  The Worchester Street blaze was called in by Ambulance 1 
while returning from the hospital and assisted first arriving companies  
battling the blaze.   
 
Today the Nashua Fire Rescue is commanded by Fire Chief Brian 
Morrissey with one Assistant Chief, four Deputy Chiefs, six Captains, 
30 Lieutenants, and 108 firefighters. The Safety/Training division is 
staffed with 4 Safety/Training Lieutenants and Superintendent. Fire 
Alarm is staffed with a Superintendent an Assistant Superintendent, 
and 8 dispatchers. The Mechanical Division consists of a 
Superintendent an Assistant Superintendent and one mechanic. The 
Fire Marshal's office is staffed with a Fire Marshal and two Fire 
Inspectors. All members below the rank of Deputy Chief are 
represented by Local #789 of the International Association of 
Firefighters. 
 
The Fire Alarm division and communications center is housed in the 
old quarters of Engine and Ladder Company 2 located at 38 Lake 
Street. Dispatching is completed on radio frequencies of 151.250 and 
154.325. Nashua also dispatches on an 800 Mhz digital radio system, 
and simulcasts on 151.250 Mhz. 
 
The city operates six engine companies, two ladder companies, one 
tower company and several special units. These companies operate 
from six stations Engine 1, Ladder 1 and two Forestry units respond 
from 15 Amherst Street, Engine 2, Ladder 2, both the S.M.A.R.T. and 
Dive Teams respond from 177 Lake Street. Engine 3 and Tower 1 
respond from 124 Spit Brook Road, Engine 4 and the deputy chief 
respond from 70 East Hollis Street, Engine 5 and the Crash Rescue 
Truck respond from the Nashua Airport located at 98 Pine Hill Road 
and Engine 6 and the Air Unit respond from 2 Conant Rd. Engine 4’s 
quarters is also home for the departments headquarters. In 2007 
Nashua crews responded to 7605 calls for service.  
 
The department also operates Souheagan Mutual Aid Response 
Team. This Haz-Mat Team responds to hazardous material incidents 
in Hudson and all towns in the Souhegan Valley Mutual Aid Pact. 
Dive Rescue services are also provided to area towns by the fire 
department dive team.  Rockingham Regional Ambulance Corp 
provides private EMS service to the city with three advanced life 
support ambulances. Engine companies respond to any life threaten 
medical calls as first responders.  
 
The city operated several well known types of apparatus over the 
years to include Ahrens Fox, Mack and American Lafrance. Today all 
front line suppression vehicles are built by Pierce. Engine 1 is a 2001 
Pierce Enforcer with a 1500 gpm pump, 750 gallon water tank and 50 
gallon foam tank. Ladder 1 is a 1995 Pierce Arrow 105' Rear Mount 
Aerial, Forestry 1 is a 1997 F350 4X4 built by Donovan with a 150 
gpm pump and 250 gallon water tank. Forestry 2 is a 1968 Kaiser 
Jeep 4X4 with a 150 gpm pump and 250 gallon water tank. 

 
Engine 2 is a 1997 Pierce Saber with a 1500 gpm pump, 750 gallon 
water tank and 50 gallon foam tank. Ladder 2 is a 2005 Pierce Arrow 
XT 105' Rear Mount Aerial. Special Hazards 1 is a 2000  
 
See Profile continued on page 10  

Top photo: Ladder 2 is a 2005 Pierce Arrow XT 105' Rear Mount. 
Second photo: Tower Company 1 is a 1998 Pierce Lance 100' Tower 
ladder. Third photo: Ladder 1 is a 1995 Pierce Arrow 105' Rear Mount. 
Bottom photo: This 1947 Mack L Model remains on the roster as a 
parade piece. 
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Profile continued from page 9 
 
International Cab and Chassis with a 1981 Hackney Haz/Mat Body 
used by the S.M.A.R.T. Team. Special Hazards 2 is a 2003 
International Cab and Chassis with a ACSI Command Body.  
The Dive Team operates from a 1990 Chevy/Supreme Van.  
 
Engine 3 is a 1995 Pierce Arrow with a 1250 gpm pump, 750 gallon 
water tank and 50 gallon foam tank. Before this engine was assigned 
to Engine 3 it served as Engine 5. Tower Company 1 is a 1998 Pierce 
Lance 100' Tower Ladder with a 1500 gpm pump, 300 gallon water 
tank and 50 gallon foam tank. 
 
Engine 4 is a 2004 Pierce Arrow XT with a 1250 gpm pump, 500 
gallon water tank and 50 gallon foam tank. The Deputy Chief's 
Vehicle is a 2005 Ford Excursion.  
 
Engine 5 is a 1996 Pierce Arrow with a 1250 gpm pump, 750 gallon 
water tank and 50 gallon foam tank. This engine once ran as Engine 
3. Crash Fire Rescue 1 is a 1982 Oshkosh M-1000 with a 750 gpm 
pump, 1000 gallon water tank and a 130 gallon foam tank. A new 
special hazards unit has been ordered and will replace the Oshkosh 
when it arrives. 

  
Engine 6 is a 1993 Pierce Arrow with a 1250 gpm pump, 750 gallon 
water tank and a 50 gallon foam tank. Delivered during the week of 
April 13th, was a 2008 Pierce Arrow XT with a 1250 pump, 750 
gallon water tank and 50 gallon foam tank. Once placed in service 
this truck will replace the present Engine 6. The Air Support Unit is a 
1999 International with 1989 Ranger body with cascade system. The 
truck was built by the departments Mechanical division in 2004 
 
The department also operates two spare engines and a spare ladder 
company all once ran as front line companies. Engine 7 is a 1988 
Pierce Arrow with a 1250 gpm pump and 750 gallon water tank. 
Engine 8 is 1989 Pierce Arrow with a 1500 gpm pump, 750 gallon 
water tank and 50 gallon foam tank. The spare ladder is a 1990 Pierce 
Arrow with a 1250 gpm pump, 300 gallon water tank and a 100' Rear 
Mount Arial. 
 
A1947 Mack L Model with a 1000 gpm pump and a 200 gallon tank 
is cared for by department members and is used for parade duty and 
other public relation activities.  

Photo above: Special Hazards 1 is a 2000 International with a 1981 
Hackney Haz/Mat Body. Top photo right:  The newest piece is 2008 
Pierce Arrow XT. Second photo right: The Air Support Unit is a 1999 
International. Third photo: Special Hazards 2 is a 2003 International. 
Bottom photo: Forestry 1 is a 1997 F350 4X4 built by Donovan . 
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Firefighters Kevin Blinn and Shawn Chamberlain along with members 
of the Hudson Police, Dumont Funeral Home and staff from the Med 
Center filmed a Prom Safety message for the students of Alvirne High 
on April 22nd. Explorer Dan Skafas was part of the film crew.      

A Nashua firefighter vents as heavy fire comes from this single family 
house located a 3 Calico Circle on April 20th. Three engines and 
ladder were needed to control the fire. Photo by Al Boucher 

The departments newest member Corey Morin. 

Corey Morin Joins The Ranks As A Call 
Firefighter               
 
Corey Morin has been hired as a call firefighter for the department. 
He has been affiliated with the department for many years serving a 
and explorer and is the son of Captain Dave Morin.  
 
He is certified Firefighter Level A & B and completed Firefighter II 
on April 24th. At this time he is completing his EMT Basic course in 
Amherst and will finish in June.  
 
All of at HFD wish him the best luck with his future endeavors with 
the department. 

Portland Maine Fire Museum And 
Department Visited  
 
Department, Explorers and family members traveled to the City of 
Portland Maine on April 30th, to tour the Fire Museum and Fire 
Department. The tour began at the fire museum which is housed in 
the old quarters of Engine Company # 4, at 157 Spring Street. The  
Portland Veteran Firemen's Association maintains, owns and 
operates the museum with 20 members consisting of retired and 
current Portland Firefighters caring for the building, artifacts and 
giving tours.  
  
When the Portland Veteran Firemen's Association was given 
permission to use the building they found much work was needed to 
bring the station back to its original grander.  
 
See Museum continued on page 12 

The City of  Portland Maine Fire Museum  
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Museum continued from page 11 
 
Hundreds of donated hours by retired, and active members both on 
and off duty and support from the city and its residents  has turned the 
building into a premier fire museum.  
 
The museum hold thousands of artifacts from the Portland Fire 
Department. They include a 1938 McCann pumper Engine 12, 1848 
Crockett hand tub & reel, 1867 Button hand pumper and a 1857 
Jeffords hand pumper all were once used in the city.  
 
The old battery powered original alarm panel of Engine 4  with 
gongs, phone machinery and equipment from 1909 Fire Alarm Office 
that was used up to the 1970’s fills the back corner on the apparatus 
floor. Hundreds of photos of the men and the fires they fought line the 
walls along with original badges, helmet shields and other fire 
memorabilia. 
  
On the second floor in the office that once served as the chiefs office 
are photos of all the departments chiefs and other items related to the 
commanders of past and present. The second floor hallway walls are 
covered with photos of each of the cities fire companies. The photos 
show a time line of early apparatus to today's modern trucks.  
 
A second room outlines the history of fire prevention in the city over 
the years with many old posters, and other items used in public 
education. Many one of a kind lithographs and paintings cover the 
walls of more rooms filled with shelves of Company Logs, 
Department Records and other documents. 
 
The group viewed a movie that once was going to be sent to the city 
dump and saved by the firefighters. The re-mastered video of 
Portland's horse draw apparatus was found while cleaning out one of 
the stations. The video shows horse drawn, ladders, steam engine, 
hose wagons and chief buggy and is a look into the past when horses 
were treated better then the men who fought the fires. One item found 
in this museum are the original horse stalls still standing in the rear of 
the building along with the harnesses and the smells that filled the fire 
houses of that time and making it as if the horses were still there.     
 
After the museum the group visited the Bramhall Station. Quartered 
here are Engine Company No. 4, Ladder Company No. 6 and Rescue 
Company No. 1 all are the busiest companies in the city. Next visit 
was to the Munjoy Station. While traveling to the station our tour 
guides related stories and pointed out many buildings that had 
multiple alarm fires, were the great fire started and other fire related 
information to the group. At the Munjoy Station the firefighters of 
Engine and Ladder 1 showed the apparatus and station to the group. 
The tour then traveled through the water front an area were many 
large fires have taken place over the years. The next stop was to 
Engine 7 “The City of Portland” the cities Fire Boat. The group 
boarded the boat and talked with the crew about the duties and 
responses the fire boat makes covering the port and many islands 
located with the city limits. Once they tour left the Fire Boat we again 
traveled through the city hearing the many stories of fires, rescues and 
other duties performed by the Portland’s Bravest.  
 
If you have never visited the Portland Fire Museum it is well worth 
the trip. The dedication that members of Portland Fire have put into 
this project comes through when you see all they have saved from the 
past to make their museum one of the best I have been to. As their 
motto states “Firefighters, preserving their past” 
 

Top photo: Department, Explorers and family members are pictured on 
the Fire Boat City of Portland. Middle photo: The group tours the 
Bramhall Fire Station. Bottom photo:  The main floor of the museum. 
Bottom photo by Sean Mamone 



Hudson Heat April 2008                                                                                                                                         Page 13 

All of Manchester's firefighters and apparatus along with companies from Londonderry, Merrimack and Hooksett 
battled this 4 alarm fire at 88 Pearl Street in Manchester on April 1st. The building housed over 100 people in thirty 
eight units and was a three story 500’ by 300’ wood frame building. Two residents suffered minor injuries in the fire. 
Engine 2 covered the Manchester Airport Fire Station during the fire.     
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Engine 2 works during a 1 alarm house fire on Oakwood Ave 
in the early 1980’s. 

This training burn took place on Lowell were Brook Plaza now 
stands. The drill took place in 1997. 

This brush fire took place at the cemetery located at the intersection of 
Robinson and Old Derry Roads in the late 1960’s.  

Crews hold heavy fire coming from this house that once stood were now 
is the Willow Creek Condo’s on Webster Street. The training burn was 
held in 1987. 
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